
Sermon Study Guide (January 22, 2023) 
This Week:  A Flourishing Community  
Series:  Vibrant 
Passage:  Acts 2:42-47 
 
BIG IDEA:  A vibrant faith creates a flourishing community 
 
LOOK BACK: 
 
Take some time asking how the week was in the lives of 
people in your life group. 
 
Group Discussion:  How did God speak to you this week?  Did 
you experience any “God moments” or “Encounters”?  Was 
there anything that frustrated or discouraged you in your 
faith?  How did your “Living Forward” commitments from last 
week go (spending time seeking God).  Take a moment to 
open in prayer and ask the Holy Spirit to prepare our hearts 
for the study tonight. 
 

 
APPETIZER:  LEARN TOGETHER 
 

1.  The vision of Emmanuel Church is to “demonstrate a 
VIBRANT faith that brings LIFE to the world.”  Vibrant is 
a word associated with “vibrating”, which gives the 
sense of a string vibrating to make a sound, like a 
symphony does.  Vibrating also produces power.  
Although we typically hear sound, it’s also produces a 
wave that actually moves things.  Sound is movement.  

And movement is power.  READ Acts 2:42-47 together.  
What do you notice or find interesting about the 
passage?  What key actions or words stand out to you 
and why?   
 

2. Todays passage mentions four elements of a 
flourishing faith community.  It was pointed out in the 
sermon that these are not strategic steps to building a 
faith community or spiritual disciplines, at least in the 
context of the passage.  Rather, they are simply the 
outcomes of a vibrant faith.  Question:  Why do you 
think it’s important to make that distinction between 
“outcomes” or “elements” or “signs” rather than 
“processes” or “strategies”? 
 

3. Discussion:  Walk through the four elements of a 
flourishing faith community and think about how you 
have experienced these “signs of life” in your faith 
journey.  What were your best experiences when it 
came to… 

a. Devoted to the apostle’s teaching? (The 
apostle’s teaching was basically following the 
apostle’s example, seeing how they lived the 
way Jesus showed them to live, and 
demonstrating to others how Christ was seen 
by Moses and the prophets)  

b. Devoted to fellowship? (Koinonia, the Greek 
word for fellowship, talks about this deep love 
and care for others in a community, which 
appeared to include selling stuff in order to 
provide resources for those in need) 



c. Devoted to breaking bread and eating 
together? (Breaking bread would refer to 
remembering the Lord’s supper, but was all a 
meal in itself, and there was an assumption 
that eating together was both a part of worship 
and a part of what it means to be a flourishing 
community) 

d. Devoted to prayer? (In the Greek, this word is 
plural, probably referring to the community 
holding to the Jewish patterns of daily prayer) 

 
 
DESSERT:  LIVE FORWARD 
 

 
Canadian theologian, Dean Pinter, said that, “The Spirit does 
not just bring people into an intimate and abiding relationship 
with God, but into an intimate and abiding relationship with 
God’s people.” 
 
Community, even a Spirit-shaped community, is never perfect.  
But when a vibrant faith is evident, so are the four elements of 
a flourishing community.  And these aspects make the church 
appealing. 
 
Question:  Why do these elements make the church appealing 
to others outside the church?  And why do you think when 
one or more of these elements are missing is it detrimental to 
the witness of the church? 
 

 
This week, think about the different elements of a flourishing 
community in your life.  It was suggested in this week’s 
sermon that when an element is weak, it’s probably a good 
indication that something about our faith is not as vibrant as it 
should be.  It was ALSO suggested that a vibrant faith comes 
down to everyone’s faith within the community.  Which 
elements are strong in your life?  Can you pinpoint how the 
strength is related to an aspect of your faith in God?  And 
which elements are not as strong in your life?  Can you 
pinpoint how the challenging aspects of this element are 
related to your faith in God?  Once you’ve reflected on this, 
make a decision to seek God’s presence and the power of the 
Holy Spirit to produce a vibrancy in this area of your life. 
 
 


