
January 22, 2023       –       “Humble Beginnings, Awesome Results”       –       Acts 2:1-47 

 
In FaithToday (Sept-Oct 2022, 5) editors Karen Stiller and Bill Fledderus comment, “The evangelical 
church, which includes an estimated 4 million Canadians, has a public relations problem.  The real 
questions before us right now might be:  Does this matter?  And if it does, what can we do about it?”   
 
 

Proposition 

 
We are on a journey through the book of Acts to trace the “ripples” of the Evangel (Good News) which 
gives us the name “evangelical”.  We are following the Gospel as it spread like ripples from Jerusalem to 
Judea and Samaria, and the ends of the earth.  We begin with the Church Established – Acts 1 – 7. 
 
Yes, there were problems, both external and internal.  Today we will see humble beginnings of the 
Church which led to awesome results!  We will examine Acts 2, which records Pentecost in fulfilment of 
God’s promise.  This was a harvest festival (Leviticus 23:15-21) occurring fifty days following Passover.   
 
This passage could be a mini-series of four sermons:  “Wait”  “Witness”  “Win”  “Repeat”.  But today we will 
attempt to cover the whole chapter, noting particularly how each section is part of the ripples of the Gospel. 
 
 

[A]  The dynamic of the Gospel – vv. 1-13 

 
During Jesus’ ministry His followers grew hopeful but then became disillusioned when Jesus was crucified.  
The resurrection changed their despair to delight.  Hope was renewed.  Acts 1:3 tells us that for 40 days 
Jesus made various post-Resurrection appearances.  When Jesus ascended, He commanded these 120 
(1:15) to wait in Jerusalem for the promised Holy Spirit.  Acts 2:1 and 1:14 documents their anticipation. 
 
The amazing phenomena of fiery tongues and rushing wind evidenced the filling of the Holy Spirit which 
created capacity to communicate in other languages (vv.3-4).  This seems distinct from the glossolalia in 
Corinth which required interpretation and was more about ecstatic worship than evangelism.  Empowering 
for evangelism is key in Luke’s writing.  Jewish pilgrims were in Jerusalem (v.5) from the ends of the 
earth to celebrate Passover.  Fifty days later they were witnesses to a new dynamic, a new power at work 
within the fledgling Church – the power of the Hoy Spirit. 
 
In our sermon series Ignite I shared from Wesley Duewel’s book, Ablaze For God (Zondervan, 1989).  
We noted that to be “on fire for God” is something only God can produce but we must participate.  The 
flame of the Holy Spirit causes what Charles Spurgeon described as “men impelled by Omnipotence.” (18).   
 
 

[B]  The declaration of the Gospel – vv. 14-36 

 
A lighthouse is the image we used last week - not the edifice itself but emanation of the light is vital.  As a 
result of the new dynamic of the Holy Spirit Peter is empowered to declare the Gospel.  His message is 
similar to the sermons of Stephen or Paul.  Peter’s audience was particularly Jewish: “men of Israel” (v.22).  
What is consistent in all the sermons in Acts is that Jesus is the central to God’s big story of redemption. 

• Anticipation – the hope of Messiah (Joel 2:28-32; David, Ps 16:8-11) – vv. 22-23 

• Completion – all of who Jesus is and did is fulfilled in the resurrection – vv. 24,32 

• Exaltation – empowered by the Holy Spirit, Jesus’ work continues through the Church – vv. 33-36 
 
Let’s return to FaithToday’s feature article by Patricia Paddey on the state of Canadian evangelicalism… 

 



“I think there is the general sense among Canadians that Evangelicals are this peculiar minority who refuse to get with 
the progressive program,” says John Stackhouse….According to the Angus Reid Institute/Cardus study…74% think our 
brand of Christianity benefits Canadian society.  Only 18% of Canadians do….[Andy] Bannister points to two key issues 
underlying our feelings of cultural estrangement.  The first is that “Christians once had massive cultural power.”  The 
second is that we’ve now lost it…The gospel is not designed to work from above.  Jesus didn’t intend for us to grow in 
numbers such that we could finally get our hands on the lever of power and give the things a yank.  You read in Acts 2, 
the Church is 120 frightened men and women hiding out in fear of the authorities…Within 300 years the Church has 
grown to become 51% of the Roman empire.” (33,34,35,36)  

 

[C]  The displacement of the Gospel – vv. 37-41 

 
“Eureka!” is what Archimedes exclaimed in 246 BC when he discovered that “any object, totally or partially 
immersed in a fluid or liquid, is buoyed up by a force equal to the weight of the fluid displaced by the 
object.” (read more)  ‘Buoyancy’ is not what God wants to achieve in our lives – as if His downward force 
of the Holy Spirit is countered by a force we could call human religion.  No, God planned for our lives to be 
completely ‘displaced’ by the indwelling Holy Spirit.  Notice how this occurred in Acts 2. 

• Concerned about their lost condition – v. 37 

• Converted by repentance and faith in Jesus, expressed in baptism – vv. 38-40 

• Counted among those who gave their lives to Christ, some 3000 people – v. 41 
 
How were that many people accommodated in the early church structure?  What as the result?  The 
consequence of this transformation was devotion to the essentials of evangelical faith. 
 
 

[D]  The design of the Gospel – vv. 42-47 

 
The Church is not a revision (or replacement) to God’s plan, but a realization.  However, from the 
perspective of the followers of Jesus, the birth of the church was a revolutionary revision to the (Jewish) 
religious landscape of their day.  Five ingredients were present in the infant (not yet dysfunctional) Church. 
 
Verses 42-47 describe that they “continued steadfastly” in worship, fellowship, instruction, evangelism, 
and prayer.  We cannot succeed in any Gospel endeavor without the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit.   
 
 

Conclusion  -  see Digging Deeper 

 
What is the take away?  “Wait”  “Witness”  “Win”  “Repeat” is a pattern for us just as it was in the1st 
Century.  Declaring and discipling only come after we wait for the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

James Hervey, one of John Wesley’s ministerial associates, describes in these words the difference the Spirit Wesley’s 
ministry: “While his preaching was once like the firing of an arrow, all the speed and force depending on the strength of 
his arm in bending the bow, now it was like the firing of a rifle ball, the whole force depending on the power in needing 
only a finger tough to let it off. (Duewel, 45) 

 

There are three additional things that stand out to me as relevant for our congregation. 
 
1.   Unity of purpose – for the early Church, sharing resources flowed from lives that were in meaningful 

connection.  They were “continuing steadfastly with one mind”! (v.46)  See also Philippians 1:27 

 
2. Anti-individualism – God birthed the church in a context of connectivity, not individualism.  As an African 

proverb states, “If you want to go fast, go alone.  If you want to go far, go with friends.”  
 
3.   Collective Awe – when we share an awe-inducing event it draws every observer closer in common wonder and 

joy.  Notice the collective awe recorded in this verse.  Literally the phrase is “came to every soul fear.”  Do we 
share a sense of awe about God’s work? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archimedes%27_principle

