
                                                        Prayers of the People    
                                Third Sunday after the Epiphany, January 22, 2023 
                                          Week of Prayer for Christian Unity                                                  
                                                 Intercessor: Lori Colbeck 
 
 
Creating God, we acknowledge that we are on the ancestral land of the Anishinaabe, 
Attawandron and Haudenosaunee people, the Dish With One Spoon Covenant and Huron 
Tract Treaty. God of every land and nation we pray that we become one living body and 
together care for your creation as the First Peoples did. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy  
 
Creating God,  we pray for Todd our Bishop, Anne our Metropolitan; Linda our Primate; 
Chris Harper, National Indigenous-Elect and Marinez Bishop of Amazonia and Primate 
of Brazil, all Bishops, Priests, Deacons and all who minister in your church. This week 
we add our voices to the Prayers for Christian Unity. We give thanks for the Induction 
service this afternoon as we officially welcome The Reverend Canon Rob Lemon and his 
family into our St. James’ faith family. Let the light of Christ shine in us and through us 
that we may all become beacons of truth and compassion. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy 
 
Creating God, we pray that the world’s leaders put down their pitchforks, pick up their 
plowshares and listen to the cries of those they serve. We pray for peace and stability for 
the people of the Occupied Territories, Ukraine, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Ethiopia, South 
Sudan, Yemen, Libya, Peru, Brazil and all corners of the world where people are living in 
chaos and in fear. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy  
 
Creating God we pray for this city of Stratford and all communities represented here 
today. You are present in our struggles and turmoil of life, strengthening the tired and 
stressed, defending the needs of the weak and vulnerable and those who feel set adrift. 
Please give hope to those most in need and help us to protect and help those who work 
for healing, justice and mercy. We offer our thanks for the Connection Centre at St. 
Paul’s, St. James Food Bank and St. Stephen’s ‘Our House’ initiative, may the people 
they serve know that they are not alone. 
 
Creator Hear and Have Mercy 



Creating God, we pray for the weak, the vulnerable, the weary and those who are sad.  
Knowing that you know their needs we pray for those who have asked us to pray for 
them: Marilyn, Angela, Niki, Rob, Judy, Richard, Mary, Robert, Bob, Heather, David, 
Stephen, Doug, Maribel, Nancy, Terry, Susan, Anne, Mary Lou, Ann, Paul, Susan, 
Frank, Norah, Laurie, Bill S., Bruce, Jean, Joanny, Bob, Jim S and Harold & Mary 
Gascho. We give thanks for the members of the S.A.L.T. III team who are preparing 
the house for the Alta’eh family’s arrival in Canada this Friday. We ask God to 
journey with them and bring them safely to their new home. 
 
Creator Hear and Have Mercy. 
 
Creating God, we pray for those in our St. James family who are celebrating birthdays 
this week: Hardy Westman, Janet Hook, Adam Monteith . May we always be mindful 
that there are many who feel that they have nothing to celebrate and no one to celebrate 
with. 
 
Creator Hear and Have Mercy. 
 
Creating God please welcome into your eternal presence those who have died recently 
and help us to draw on the stories of their witness to inspire our own journey of faith. The 
flowers on the Altar this morning are given to the Glory of God and in Loving Memory 
of Dr. Angus ‘Gus’ Wilson. Lovingly remembered by Margaret Wilson Sill. We pray for 
all who have lost a loved one, comfort them in their mourning and wrap them in your 
love. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy 
 
“Hurting, they came to Him. Healed, they followed Him. Grateful, they gave to Him 
what they had and what they were. Blessed they became a blessing and went out to all the 
world.”*                                             
 
Amen 
 
* Kneeling in Jerusalem,  The Disciples. By Ann Weems 
 
 
 


