
Desert	Cross	Lutheran	Church	

Gilbert	Chamber	Virtual	Mee6ng		
January	10th,	2023	

via	Zoom	

Absent: Rosemary Schlechty (Education), and Joe Wiengartz 
(Facilities)	

Devotions:  Adam Pfau read and discussed “Praise First”. 
 	
Approval of Minutes (December) - with Pastor Thadd’s notes:  
Motion made by Deb Gabrielson, Seconded by Deb Christiansen.  
Motion carried. 

Approval of Agenda (January):  
Motion made by Carolyn Perkins, Seconded by Deb Gabrielson. Motion 
carried.	

OLD BUSINESS: 

• Updating & Distribution of Desert Cross - Gilbert Directory 
- Carolyn Perkins received a copy of the current directory 

and suggests we make it available to the Gilbert 
congregation for updating. 
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- Pastor Thadd mentioned that Don Legacie has already 
made some updates to it, so Carolyn will connect 
with Don to discuss changes thus far. 

• Upcoming Town Hall 
- Tom Rewolinski confirmed the date & time for the Town 

Hall - Sunday, January 22nd, after worship. 
- Leslie DeMarco to be present to take minutes and to 

record questions & answers. 
- The Desert Cross - Gilbert Chamber members will be 

introduced to the congregation. 
- There will be a financial review: 

- The biggest question expected will be, “How does the 
Gilbert Campus get reported?”  Doug will 
address this question, as he explains it very 
well. 

- Another question we expect is, “Does the Gilbert 
Campus stand on its own, or does Tempe help 
support it, financially?”  Like any other church, 
our goal is to grow membership and giving, but 
we are looking pretty good.  Additionally, we 
have a “slush fund” that helps with our budget 
through the slower summer months. 

- Glen Gabrielson added that Spirit of Joy, though 
originally may have been looking for its own 
place, appears to be using this property as a 
longer-term home for them.  Tom Rewolinski 
talked to Pastor Brian in October who said that 
they are not looking for a new location, but 
focusing on their ministries instead.  They are 
requesting to stay with a month-to-month lease, 
as per the agreement, and we will stay in touch 
with Pastor Brian. 

- The partnerships and those who share the Gilbert 
Campus (such as Spirit of Joy) will be outlined and 
explained. 



- The main focus will be the Questions and Answers, so the 
Chamber should expect some takeaways on which 
to focus. 

- Pastor Thadd will offer a closing prayer. 
- Pastor Thadd mentioned that Daniel will be present to 

speak to the music program.	
 	
REPORTS: 

Finance Report, Glen Gabrielson 

• The Desert Cross - Gilbert Campus end-of-year reflects that 
we are a non-profit for 2022.  We need to grow - through 
new memberships. 

Pastor Report, Thaddeus Book 

• There were 115 worshippers on Sunday, January 8th, 
including some new faces 

• Christmas Eve went really well, with special thanks to 
Carolyn Perkins 

• The Children’s Pageant was awesome, too! 
• Let’s continue that momentum into 2023… 
• Lent is coming up, so we are going to offer the Wednesday 

night Soup & Service again.  Soups will be served at 6 p.m., 
followed by a service at 7 p.m.  It will begin on March 1st 
and will be held every Wednesday (for 5 Wednesdays) 
through March 29th.  It will not be held during Holy Week.  
The services will be similar to the Holden service. 

• There was an offer made to a Worship Leader who shows 
great promise.  However, he may have other offers to 
consider, including the church at which he is currently 
interning.  Say some prayers! 

• A New Member class will be held in Gilbert on January 31st 
at 6:30 p.m.  It is suggested that members of the Hospitality 
Committee be in attendance. 



 

Committee Reports 

• Hospitality:  
- Adam Pfau will mention at the Town Hall that Deb & 

John Christiansen are only in their position temporarily 
and ask for a volunteer to step forward to take over the 
Hospitality Committee. 

- Strangely, all of the binder clipped information is missing 
from the church’s chair pockets.  No one knows where it 
went!  John Christiansen will re-clip the information, but 
on the inside of the pocket this time. 

- Adam Pfau will give Sharynn Jennings a heads up to 
watch out for this clipped information, in case she finds it 
laying around. 

- Carolyn Perkins suggested that Paster Thadd make an 
announcement about this information. 

• Mission & Outreach: 
- Deb Gabrielson emailed Doug to reserve space for the 

Easter Egg Hunt on the Saturday before Easter, but was 
declined because Spirit of Joy already has the space 
reserved. 

- As long as we can utilize the outside property, and room 
104, we should be OK. 

- Paster Thadd will follow up with Doug. 
- Tracey Landa will share Ina’s contact information with 

Deb G., as she is the one who handles the Altar Guild 
for Spirit of Joy. 

   
NEW BUSINESS  

• Council Report: 
- Adam Pfau asks the Chamber members to think about 

one or two items to be carried over from 2022, as well as 



anything new, and jot them down prior to the February 
meeting. 

- We had some really great events in 2022! 
   
CLOSING 

Prayer Concerns: 

• Carolyn P.’s best friend, Lisa Stewart, is in Seattle and is having 
a second open heart surgery for a heart valve.  Prayers for 
guidance for her doctors and nurses. 

• Carolyn P.’s 21-year-old granddaughter, Rachael, was recently 
diagnosed with Addison’s Disease and has a small cyst on her 
brain.  She is to graduate this summer, and get married in a 
year. 

• Adam Pfau’s mother, Wendy, is in Montana and having throat 
surgery tomorrow morning (1/11/2023). 

Closing prayer by Pastor Thadd 

Adjournment:  

Deb Christiansen made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and 
Carolyn Perkins seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:00 p.m. 

Devotions next month: unassigned. 
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