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Brothers and sisters, in case you did not know or have forgotten, you will hear 
especially from the Evangelist Matthew, who will accompany us throughout this 
liturgical year, which we call Year A. Today, Matthew presents the beginning of 
Christ’s public mission. It consisted essentially in preaching the Kingdom of God and 
healing the sick, showing that this Kingdom is close at hand and is already in our 
midst. Jesus began his preaching in Galilee, the region where he grew up, in the 
“outskirts” in comparison with the heart of the Jewish Nation which was Judea, and in 
it, Jerusalem. But the Prophet Isaiah had foretold that this land, assigned to the tribes 
of Zebulun and Naphtali, would have a glorious future: the people immersed in 
darkness would see a great light (cf. Is 8: 23-9: 2) the light of Christ and his Gospel 
(cf. Mt 4:12-16).  
 
Did you know that in Jesus’ time, the term “gospel” was used by Roman emperors for 
their proclamations? Independently of their content, they were described as “good 
news” or announcements of salvation, because the emperor was considered lord of the 
world and his every declaration as a messenger of good. The application of this phrase 
to Jesus’ preaching had a strongly critical meaning, as if to say God, and not the 
emperor, is Lord of the world, and the true Gospel is that of Jesus Christ.  
 
The “Good News” which Jesus proclaims is summed up in this sentence: “The 
Kingdom of Heaven has come near” (cf. Mt 4: 17). But what do these words mean? 
They do not of course refer to an earthly region marked out in space and time, but 
rather to an announcement that it is God who reigns. That God is Lord and that his 
lordship is present and actual, it is being realized. What is new of Christ’s message is 
that in him, God has become close and now reigns in our midst, as the miracles and 
healings that he works demonstrate.  
 
God reigns in the world through his Son made man and with the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Wherever Jesus is present, the Holy Spirit brings life, and men and women are 
healed of diseases of body and spirit. God’s lordship is then manifested in the 
complete healing of the human being. By this, Jesus wanted to reveal the Face of the 
true God, the God who is close, full of mercy for every human being; the God who 
makes us a gift of life in abundance, his own life. The Kingdom of God is therefore 
life that asserts itself over death, the light of truth that dispels the darkness of 
ignorance and lies.  
 
 
 



 

 
 
We are in the middle of the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Today, if we 
Christians are to be in the world a sign and instrument of close union with God and of 
unity among men and women, we must establish our life on these four “hinges”: a life 
founded on the faith of the Apostles passed on through the living Tradition of the 
Church, fraternal fellowship, the Eucharist and prayer.  
 
Only in this way, by remaining firmly united to Christ, can the Church carry out her 
mission effectively, despite the limitations and shortcomings of her members, despite 
the divisions. Yes, there were divisions in the early Christian communities as the 
Second Reading this Sunday recalls (1 Cor 1:10): “I appeal to you, brothers and 
sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that 
there be no dissensions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the 
same judgement”. Not obvious or easy to do.  
 
In fact, the Apostle Paul knew that in the Christian community of Corinth discord and 
divisions had developed; therefore, with great firmness he added: “Is Christ divided?” 
(1:13). So, by saying this, he affirmed that every division in the Church is an offence 
to Christ; and, at the same time, that it is always in him — the one Head and Lord — 
that we can find ourselves once again united, through the inexhaustible power of his 
grace. 
 
Here then, is the ever-present reminder of today’s Gospel: “Repent, for the Kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand” (Mt 4:17). The serious commitment of conversion to Christ is 
the way that leads the Church, to full and visible unity. The number of ecumenical 
meetings in these days which are increasing everywhere in the world is a sign of this.  
 
May the Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church always go with us on this journey. May 
she always obtain for the Church the same passion for the Kingdom of God that 
animated the mission of Jesus Christ: a passion for God, for his lordship of love and 
life; a passion for humankind, encountered in truth with the desire to give him the 
most precious treasure: the love of God, his Creator and Father. 
 


