
Nahum 2
1 The scatterer has come up against you. Man the ramparts; watch the
road; dress for battle; collect all your strength.

2 For the Lord is restoring the majesty of Jacob as the majesty of Israel, for
plunderers have plundered them and ruined their branches.

3 The shield of his mighty men is red; his soldiers are clothed in scarlet.
The chariots come with flashing metal on the day he musters them; the
cypress spears are brandished. 4 The chariots race madly through the
streets; they rush to and fro through the squares; they gleam like torches;
they dart like lightning. 5 He remembers his officers; they stumble as they
go, they hasten to the wall; the siege tower is set up. 6 The river gates are
opened; the palace melts away; 7 its mistress is stripped; she is carried off,
her slave girls lamenting, moaning like doves and beating their breasts. 8
Nineveh is like a pool whose waters run away. “Halt! Halt!” they cry, but
none turns back. 9 Plunder the silver, plunder the gold! There is no end of
the treasure or of the wealth of all precious things.

10 Desolate! Desolation and ruin! Hearts melt and knees tremble; anguish
is in all loins; all faces grow pale! 11 Where is the lions' den, the feeding
place of the young lions, where the lion and lioness went, where his cubs
were, with none to disturb? 12 The lion tore enough for his cubs and
strangled prey for his lionesses; he filled his caves with prey and his dens
with torn flesh.

13 Behold, I am against you, declares the Lord of hosts, and I will burn your
chariots in smoke, and the sword shall devour your young lions. I will cut off
your prey from the earth, and the voice of your messengers shall no longer
be heard.

While the previous chapter abstractly refers to the impending downfall of
Nineveh, today’s passage doesn’t leave much room for uncertainty when it
comes to the city’s dreadful fate. It’s a truly grand and awesome prophecy



that Nahum speaks, one that vividly paints a picture of the battle that is to
take place. And one thing is abundantly clear, that it would be a grim day
for Nineveh and for the Assyrian Empire. Although the Assyrians had
successfully subjugated Israel and oppressed them for generations, the
Lord promises that He will champion His people once again. And because
of their opposition to Israel, and their violent and evil deeds, and their idol
worship, God sets Himself against Assyria, looking specifically at its capital
city of Nineveh.

Now at this point in time, the Assyrian Empire was one of the superpowers
of the world. Their reach was vast and their rule was strong, and like we
explored previously, they were particularly known to be merciless and cruel
in their use of strength and violence. To oppose Assyria and rise up against
Nineveh would be a frightening prospect, especially for a nation like Israel
who would be far outnumbered and outresourced.

And yet, what Assyria and Nineveh don’t have is the Lord fighting for them.
And this is all the difference. Although Assyria may have had the the best
chariots and cavalry in their army, it would be Israel’s chariots that race
through the streets of Nineveh. Although the Assyrian spears would be
numbered like sand in the shore, it would be Israelite spears that are
brandished and held up in victory.

Nahum, in his vision, sees the Assyrians tremble in anguish as they are cut
off from the world, their mighty men stumbling, their slave girls lamenting,
their messengers silenced, their riches plundered. So great is the wrath of
God towards Assyria that Nahum even alludes to the rivers being opened
up and a great flood sweeping through Nineveh, melting away its palace.
It’s a frightening scene, overwhelmingly one-sided, as God punishes the
wickedness of Assyria and redeems His people. It reminds us that God, like
He said previously in the book of Nahum, is good. He is a God of justice,
who does not tolerate evil going unpunished. And when there is evil in the
world, we know there’s just one rightful end awaiting it, the same terrible
and powerful end that awaited Nineveh and Assyria.



The thing is, there isn’t one person or people or nation or land that has ever
been free of evil. There isn’t anyone who is righteous enough, when
evaluated by a perfect and holy God, to stand apart from the wrath shown
to Nineveh. And when we get a glimpse of God’s justice, as He deals out
the punishment and consequence of sin, it should humble us to realize how
much grace He had to turn His hand away from us. It’s nothing short of
grace that allowed Israel to be spared the destruction that God brought
upon Nineveh, to instead be the instruments of His justice rather than the
recipients of it. It’s nothing short of grace that allows us to live free from
ever fearing His wrath falling upon us.

It’s nothing short of grace that God would send His only Son, Jesus Christ,
to bare the fullness of His wrath for all the consequences of the sins of the
world. When we look at Nineveh, and Nahum’s prophecy against it, we
should be reminded of the fate we were plucked out of by the grace of God.
Assyria faced the wages of their sin and godlessness, and yet we through
the blood of Jesus can walk without payment, with our debt paid.

This morning, let’s praise the Lord and thank Him for His steadfast love and
mercy.


