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GATHERING   

 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE       “Wonderful Words of Life”    J. Wayne Kerr 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who shines in 
glory, clothes us in compassion, and bears gifts of mercy for all. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins with confidence in God’s promise of forgiveness. 
 
God, wonderful counselor, 
we confess that we have turned from your gifts and chosen our own way. We have not 
made room for you in our hearts or in our world. We have lived in fear; we have not  
welcomed the stranger; we desire gifts that will not endure. Forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, and open us to receive the peace of Jesus dwelling in and among us. 
Amen. 
 
God’s lovingkindness has appeared to us in Christ our Savior. We are saved, not by anything 
we have done, but by God’s mercy poured out on us richly. In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Through the Spirit living in us, God give us faith to trust Jesus, who is 
Love born for us, now and always. 
Amen. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!  
 

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and 
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side. 
 

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 

Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape  
Sunday School classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 

Sunday school classes are provided for 18 month olds through adults. 
 

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.  
Ushers are also available to assist you. 
 

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code.  Here’s how it works: 
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and 
share whatever information you desire.  Thank you!  Hope to see you again soon!  
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GATHERING SONG            “Thy Strong Word”            ELW 511 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

(We Sit) 
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FIRST READING              Isaiah 9:1-4 
 
1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the Lord] brought into 
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the 
way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2The people who walked in  
darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has 
shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with 
joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALMODY                     Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

 

1The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? 
 The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 
4One thing I ask of the Lord; one | thing I seek; 
 that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty of 
the Lord and to seek God | in the temple. 
5
For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter, 

 hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- | on a rock. 
6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies | who surround me. 
 Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and make 
music | to the Lord. R 
7Hear my voice, O Lord, | when I call; 
 have mercy on me and | answer me. 
8My heart speaks your message— | “Seek my face.” 
 Your face, O Lord, | I will seek. 
9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- | vant in anger. 
 Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of | my salvation. R 
 
SECOND READING           1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
 
10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in 
agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and 
the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among 
you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong 
to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul  
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of 
you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did 
baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone 
else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent  
wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 18For the message about the 
cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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(We Stand) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL                Matthew 4:12-23 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 4th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left  
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 
14

so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
15

“Land of  
Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—
16

the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region 
and shadow of death light has dawned.” 

17
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
18

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two  
brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for 
they were fishermen. 

19
And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 

20
Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 

21
As he went from there, he saw two other 

brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, 
mending their nets, and he called them. 

22
Immediately they left the boat and their father, and 

followed him. 
23

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(We Sit) 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON           Pastor Ralph 
 
SERMON            Pastor Ralph 

 
(We Stand) 



7 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Will You Come and Follow Me”            ELW 798 
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was  
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into  
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

(We Sit) 

OFFERING 
At this time in the service we pause to reflect on all the gifts that God has given us.  God calls us 
to be generous stewards of those gifts for the sake of our ministry near and far.  You can  
support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate, mailing your offering to the 
church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify app.  If you would like more details 
on direct deposit giving please contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 
359-6562. 
 

Anthem            “Be Thou My Vision”      Marie Pooler 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise, thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
Thou, and thou only, first in my heart, great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 

Light of my soul after victory won, may I reach heaven’s joys, o heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O ruler of all. Amen. 

 

(We Stand) 
OFFERTORY SONG                 ELW 184 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

THE SANCTUS 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

(We Sit) 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front pews for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord’s presence in, with and under each 
element alone. For those with a gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 
Communion Music          “Andante Espressivo“          Hedwige Chretien 

 
The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn. 

The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack. 
 

Communion Hymn        “I Love to Tell the Story”            LBW 390 
 

(We Stand) 
 

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and the 
blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG   “We Are Marching in the Light”            ELW 866 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the light of Christ! 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                  “March in D”             Elizabeth Turner 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God and in honor of our first wedding anniver-
sary today by Sidney and Addie Brock. 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30)  Reuben Eargle, Sandy Shealy, Ron Redd, Steve Fowler, Jim Nantz,  
  Daryl Hooker, and Adam Tworzyanski; 
 (11:00)  Otis Rawl, Gregg Mills, Hunter Mills, Connor Mills, G Kolb, Mike Burgess, 
  Myra Strock, Manning Burgess, and Roy Windham 
Readers: (8:30) Lucy Austin; (11:00) Jennifer Howell 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Marian Fowler; (11:00) Ed Smith 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30) [A] Noah Oxley [C] Bia Oxley; 
   (11:00) [A] Madelyn Burgess [C] Emery Jones 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Staff                       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471              Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   The Rev. Ralph G. Hill 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Kimberly Peterson, Preschool Director 

Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School Information: 
 

         Locations for Children’s Classes Locations for Adult Classes 
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Nursery – Room #105   Saints & Sinners with Pastor Jason 
     Room #207 (Old Agape Classroom) 

2, 3, 4 year olds & 5K – Room #103    

1
st

—5
th

 Grade – Room # 216   Agape Adult Class 
     Men’s Classroom (Downstairs) 

6
th

, 7
th

, and 8
th

 Grade – Room #212    

9
th

 – 12
th

 Grade – Room #217     Young Adult Class 
     Chapel (Upstairs New Building) 


