
The Truth of the Gospel                                                     Study Notes 
Lesson 1 - Galatians 1:1-10 

Main Idea 
In beginning our study in Paul’s letter to the Galatians we are confronted with a number of 
themes which should alert  to the importance of the gospel of Jesus Christ and the need for 
correctness in understanding it.


Study Questions  
1. Repetition is a clue to the ideas an author wants to emphasize. What key words and 

phrases occur repeatedly in this letter?


2. As you have studied this book in the past, what have you found most notable or striking?  
What aspects of Galatians have you found confusing?


3. According to Galatians 1:7-8, how would explain the circumstances that led Paul to write 
this letter?


4. As is common with letters, Galatians begins with identifying its author. Specifically, Paul 
identifies himself in the first verse by making a contrast. What is that contrast, and what 
significance does that have for how this letter should be treated?


5. As he identifies the recipients of the letter, the Galatian church, Paul blesses his readers 
with God’s grace and peace. What does 1:3-4 teach about how this grace has been shown 
and why it is so needed?


6. In verse 6, Paul refers to the “gospel”, a word that will lie at the very centre of this letter. A 
key task in interpreting Galatians is discerning what that gospel—that message of good 
news—is. Carefully examine verses 6-10 and list some details that are given about the 
gospel here (see also 2:1-12)


7. With words that echo Israel’s betrayal of God in the wilderness (see Exodus 32:8), Paul tells 
the Galatian Christians that they are “quickly deserting” God. According to 1:6, what had 
God previously done for them?
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8. Elsewhere, in Paul’s second letter to the Thessalonians, he writes that God calls people 
through the gospel (2 Thess. 2:14). Why is the Galatians’ acceptance of the “gospel” of 
these false teachers a desertion of God?


9. Paul uses the strongest possible language in condemning the teachers of this “different 
gospel”, essentially pronouncing their damnation. Why does Paul speak and feel so 
strongly about these teachers?


10. How should understand very 10 in relation to the gospel? What does this say about it’s 
significance?


Gospel Glimpses  1

The Glorious Irreplaceability of the Gospel The language of these verses could not be more 
stark: departing from the divine gospel to a manmade pseudogospel is literally damning. Those 
who preach an adulterated gospel are under the curse of God. No human being has the option 
of adjusting the Christian message of salvation for the purpose of making it easier to hear and 
accept; the only truly good news is the apostolic message that has come to us in the Scripture 
form Jesus. The strictness of this standard points us to this precious truth: the reason the 
gospel cannot in anyway be altered is that it comes from God himself and is uniquely imbued 
with his power. By this gospel of the one who “gave himself for our sins”, God actively calls us 
into the resurrection life of his Son and out of the hopelessness of this present age. This divine 
gospel accomplishes what no human message could ever achieve. To alter it in any way is the 
epitome of foolishness.


Personal Reflection 

Reflect upon your understanding of the gospel consider what adjustments are needed.


What are one two lessons drawn from this study might be put into practice this week?


Spend time in private prayer regarding your own need for the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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The Truth of the Gospel                                                     Study Notes 
Lesson 2 - Galatians 1:11-24 

Main Idea 
Paul has strongly rebuked the Galatian believers for being led astray by false teachers. He has 
warned them that any message different from what he originally told them is error. In this study 
we examine more closely the origin of Paul’s gospel.


Study Questions

1. What is the main point Paul is making in this section? Why would this be important for the 

Galatians to understand?


2. What might Paul have done differently if he was seeking to gain approval from people? (See 
1:6-9, 11-24).


3. Examine 1:11-12. How do Paul’s thoughts here differ from those in 1:10? In what ways are 
they similar?


4. How did Paul’s source of truth (Galatians 1:1,12) differ from the Galatians source of “truth”?


5. In your own words, describe Paul before God confronted him (1:13-14).


6. Read the account of Paul’s conversion in Acts 9:1-22.  What strikes you as especially 
significant about what Paul experienced?


7. Why do you think it was do important to Paul that he not consult men?
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8. “It doesn’t matter what you believe or what you teach. What is really important is the life 
you live.” This statement summarizes a view commonly held in our culture. Consider it in 
light of this passage: what might Paul say in response?


9. In summary, how would you respond to the argument that the false teachers had more 
authority than Paul because they came from Judea, the centre of Judaism and the home of 
the apostles?


Theological Soundings  2

The Exclusivity of the Gospel. One of the traditional Christian teachings most under attack 
today is the doctrine that salvation is promised only to those who have heard and believed the 
biblical gospel of salvation through Jesus (a teaching sometimes referred to as “exclusivism”. 
Why, it is asked, would God reject devout, well-meaning followers of other faiths, men and 
women who often display greater piety than Christians? In our passage we see Paul 
unapologetically on the side of exclusivism, and the reason has nothing to do with the religious 
quality of the worshipper. Humanity’s sinfulness and slavery is so great that only a message 
that comes from God can offer the real hope of rescue. Anything of human origin is impotent, 
offering false hope.


Personal Reflection

How would you like this truth to affect the way you think and act?


What one step can you take this week to begin to see this happen?


Find a spiritual friend to pray with in this regard. 
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