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Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 

flashed around him. [Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my 

name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, 

where we gather for worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, 

Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to care for 

this place – this land – and call it their home.  
 

Introduction to the day 
Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus 

the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are 

oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font, 

and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” in 

the net of God’s grace and mercy. 
 

Prelude 

Gathering 
*Confession and Forgiveness  
P: In the name if the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. A: Amen 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

 

 



P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Holy One, source of 

our renewal, we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one 
another for the glory of your holy name. 

 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. A: Amen. 

 
*Gathering Hymn – Dearest Jesus, at Your Word         (ELW 520) 

 



*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.      A: And also with you.   

 
KYRIE 

 



Hymn OF PRAISE 



 
 

*Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you. 
A: And also with you.  
 

P: Let us pray. 

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us 

into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the 

cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
A: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Word 
First Reading – Isaiah 9:1-4 
Of the twelve tribes of Israel, Zebulon and Naphtali had the reputation of being the most eager to 

come under the domination of their Gentile neighbors. Here Isaiah promises liberation even to them, 

calling to mind the victory of Gideon, over 400 years earlier. 

1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 

time [the LORD] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 

but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the 

Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

 2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
R: The word of the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 27:1, 4-9 (Sung to the tune Schmucke Dich [ELW 462])  

Light is one of the great themes of the season of Epiphany. Like the first reading, it appears in the first 

verse of today’s psalm. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 The    LORD’s  my   light and   sal -  va - tion—of whom, then, shall  I      be      a  -  fraid? 

2 For        in      the   day    of  troub -le,    He   will keep    me    safe by    His   own  hand. 

3 O         hear   my voice, LORD, when I     call;   be  mer  -  ci   -   ful and   an - swer   me; 

 

 

The    LORD’s the   strong-hold of     my  life; whom  shall   I     fear when on Him  stayed? 

He’ll    hide   me       in      His shel-tered tent, and    set   me    on     a    rock to    stand. 

You    asked my     heart    to seek Your face, Your   face, O     LORD, I’ll   sure-ly      seek. 

 

One thing    I    ask  and     I   will     seek, dwell in    the  LORD’s house   all   my      days, 

My   head  will then  be    lift-ed        up      a - bove my     en   -   em  -  ies    a   -  round, 

But    do    not hide Your face from  me;    in   ang - er,   don’t    turn    me    a   -   way; 

 

 

To       see      the beau- ty    of      the  LORD, and  seek Him  in     His  temp-le’s  praise. 

And       I        will   off  -  er   sac   - ri  -  fice   with songs of praise and  joy -ful    sound. 

For      You   have   al - ways been my   help,  my   God and  Sav - ior, hope and    stay. 
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Second Reading – 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
We continue to read through Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth, a city famous for its immorality, 

and a congregation rent by many divisions. 

10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 

united in the same mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by 

Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I 

mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to 

Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or 

were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you except 

Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did 

baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized 

anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not 

with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 

 

 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. 
R: The word of the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God.  

 
*Gospel Acclamation  

 
  Jesus preached the good news | of the kingdom*  

    and cured every sickness a- | mong the people. 
 
 



*Gospel Reading – Matthew 4:12-23 
In reflecting on Jesus’ ministry, the gospel writer is struck by the way the Hebrew Scriptures 

foreshadowed it. Its beginning in the “Galilee of the Gentiles” fits in with Matthew’s concentration on 

Christian proclamation outside Judaism, from the Magi to the Great Commission. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He 

left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun 

and Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be 

fulfilled: 

 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 

  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 

 16the people who sat in darkness 

  have seen a great light, 

 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 

near.” 

 

 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, 

and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he 

said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left 

their nets and followed him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James 

son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending 

their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and 

followed him. 

 

 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 

good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the 

people. 

R: The gospel of the Lord. 

A: Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Sermon 
 



Hymn of the Day – Thy Strong Word    (ELW 511) 

 



Invitation to Baptism  
*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
*Prayers of Intercession 

L: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. Help us to 

work together across differences. Energize ecumenical partnerships, including the World 

Council of Churches and Lutheran World Federation (other ecumenical ministries in which 

the congregation takes part may be named). Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea with your abundance. 

Bless harvests in the southern hemisphere and fallow fields in the northern 

hemisphere. Equip farmers to till and keep the earth sustainably. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 



 
 

L: In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break the rod of the 

oppressor in every nation. Dispel the shadow of death in places of war and persecution. 

Grant us leaders who lift the yokes that burden those in need. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. Rouse 

communities to care for neighbors who need shelter, are facing maltreatment, or are 

isolated and lonely. (Especially we pray for . . . .) Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this community 

(neighboring congregations may be named). Nurture each congregation’s unique witness 

to your presence; foster mutual respect; inspire our cooperation in loving our neighbors. 

Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered.  
 

L: We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous and 

unknown. Help us to leave our nets and follow, and bring us with them to the fullness 

of your promise of eternal life. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 

revealed in Christ crucified. 
A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A: And also with you.  
 

Meal 
Offering 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door to 

Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the 

entrance of the sanctuary. 
 

Musical Offering  
 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give


Offertory – Jesus, Come! For We Invite You (verse 2)    (ELW 312) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray. 

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive 

these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power and shape us as 

people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our 

Savior. A: Amen. 

 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE  



 
 

PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan 

you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he 

revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*Sanctus  
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*Thanksgiving at the Table 
Blessed are you, O holy God: 

you are the Life and Light of all. 

By your powerful word you created all things. 

Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 

He is your Light, shining in our darkness 

and revealing to us your mercy and might. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, 

his preaching and healing, 

his dying and rising, 

and his promise to come again, 

we await that day when all the universe 

will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 

that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 

we may be light for the world, 

revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 



*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirt, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*Invitation to Communion  
Come and taste the joy of God! 
 

Lamb of God    

 
 

Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
A: Amen.  



*Communion Hymn – I Come with Joy          (ELW 482) 

 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strength and keep you, body, mind, and 

soul, now and unto eternal life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



*Post-Communion Canticle Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise (ELW 207)  

 
 
*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. 

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 
A: Amen. 
 

Sending 

Sending of Communion  
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. A: Amen. 
 



Announcements 
You may be seated.  
 

*Charge to the People 
 

*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and 

the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn – Shine, Jesus, Shine      (ELW 671)  
1 Lord the light of Your love is shining  

In the midst of the darkness shining 

Jesus Light of the world shine upon us 

Set us free by the truth You now bring us 

Shine on me shine on me 

Shine Jesus shine 

Fill this land 

With the Father's glory 

Blaze Spirit blaze 

Set our hearts on fire 

Flow river flow 

Flood the nations 

With grace and mercy 

Send forth Your word Lord 

And let there be light 

 

2 Lord I come to Your awesome presence 

From the shadows into Your radiance 

By the blood I may enter Your brightness 

Search me try me consume all my darkness 

Shine on me shine on me 

Shine Jesus shine 

Fill this land 

With the Father's glory 

Blaze Spirit blaze 



Set our hearts on fire 

Flow river flow 

Flood the nations 

With grace and mercy 

Send forth Your word Lord 

And let there be light 

 

3 As we gaze on Your kingly brightness 

So our faces display Your likeness 

Ever changing from glory to glory 

Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story 

Shine on me shine on me 

Shine Jesus shine 

Fill this land 

With the Father's glory 

Blaze Spirit blaze 

Set our hearts on fire 

Flow river flow 

Flood the nations 

With grace and mercy 

Send forth Your word Lord 

And let there be light 

 
*Dismissal  
P: Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader……………………………………………. Pastor Paul Tomkiel  

Assisting Minister.……………………………………..….Karen Magnuson 

Organist.…………………………………………….............. Jim Rearick 

Interim Music Director..……………………………..… Michelle McMullen 

Reader………………………………………………………….. Karen Magnuson   

Sacristan……………………………………………………..… Ann Reede 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 
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