
Opening Hymn #156      The People That in Darkness Sat 
 
The people who in darkness sat 
a glorious light have seen; 
the Light has shined on them who long 
in shades of death have been. 
 
To hail thee, Sun of Righteousness, 
the gathering nations come; 
they joy as when the reapers bear 
their harvest treasures home. 
 
For thou their burden dost remove, 
and break the tyrant’s rod, 
as in the day when Midian fell 
before the sword of God. 
 
For unto us a child is born, 
to us a Son is given, 
and on his shoulder ever rests, 
all power in earth and heaven. 
 
His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 
the everlasting Lord, 
the Wonderful, the Counsellor, 
the God by all adored. 
 
Lord Jesus, reign in us we pray, 
and make us thine alone, 
who with the Father ever art 
and Holy Spirit one. 
 
 

 



Offertory Hymn #453   Living Lord of Love’s Dominion  

Living Lord of Love's dominion, 
sovereign Saviour, bless your church; 
call us still as your disciples -- 
loving, serving, while we search. 
Gathered: feed our deepest being 
prophet's truth and godly nerve; 
scattered: let our lives' fruition 
nourish others while we serve. 
 
Visit towns and inner cities; 
penetrate our steel and stone 
with a love that melt our coldness, 
making mission here our own. 
We will seek you, love transfigured, 
in our neighbour's need until 
deep within our daily service 
love draws forth our utmost skill. 
 
With your bread, your wine, your Spirit, 
nurture us for your intent; 
let your will be our vocation 
lived as song and sacrament. 
May compassion lead to service 
till we join the saints above; 
grant us hope for each tomorrow; 
fill our faith with vibrant love! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Communion Hymn #487  Where Charity and Love Prevail 
  
Where charity and love prevail, 
there God is ever found; 
brought here together by Christ's love, 
by love we thus are bound. 
 
With grateful joy and holy fear, 
his charity we learn; 
let us with heart and mind and strength 
now love God in return. 
 
Forgive we now each other’s faults 
as we our faults confess; 
and let us love each other well 
in Christian holiness. 
 
Let strife among us be unknown; 
let all contentions cease. 
be his the glory that we seek; 
be ours his holy peace. 
 
Let us recall that in our midst 
dwells God's begotten Son; 
as members of his body joined, 
we are in him made one. 
 
Love can exclude no race or creed 
if honoured be God’s name; 
our common life embraces all 
whose Father is the same. 
 
 
 
 



Closing Hymn #631 The Kingdom of God Is Justice and Joy 
 
The kingdom of God is justice and joy; 
for Jesus restores what sin would destroy. 
God's power and glory in Jesus we know; 
and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 
 
The kingdom of God is mercy and grace; 
the captives are freed, the sinners find place, 
The outcast are welcomed God's banquet to share; 
and hope is awakened in place of despair. 
 
The kingdom of God is challenge and choice: 
believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 
His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross: 
our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss. 
 
God's kingdom is come, the gift and the goal; 
in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole. 
the heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call; 
and all things cry "Glory!" to God All-in-All. 


