
Nahum 1
1 An oracle concerning Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum of
Elkosh. 2 The Lord is a jealous and avenging God; the Lord is avenging
and wrathful; the Lord takes vengeance on his adversaries and keeps
wrath for his enemies. 3 The Lord is slow to anger and great in power, and
the Lord will by no means clear the guilty. His way is in whirlwind and
storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet. 4 He rebukes the sea and
makes it dry; he dries up all the rivers; Bashan and Carmel wither; the
bloom of Lebanon withers. 5 The mountains quake before him; the hills
melt; the earth heaves before him, the world and all who dwell in it.

6 Who can stand before his indignation? Who can endure the heat of his
anger? His wrath is poured out like fire, and the rocks are broken into
pieces by him. 7 The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; he
knows those who take refuge in him. 8 But with an overflowing flood he will
make a complete end of the adversaries, and will pursue his enemies into
darkness. 9 What do you plot against the Lord? He will make a complete
end; trouble will not rise up a second time. 10 For they are like entangled
thorns, like drunkards as they drink; they are consumed like stubble fully
dried. 11 From you came one who plotted evil against the Lord, a worthless
counselor.

12 Thus says the Lord, “Though they are at full strength and many, they will
be cut down and pass away. Though I have afflicted you, I will afflict you no
more. 13 And now I will break his yoke from off you and will burst your
bonds apart.”

14 The Lord has given commandment about you: “No more shall your
name be perpetuated; from the house of your gods I will cut off the carved
image and the metal image. I will make your grave, for you are vile.”



15 Behold, upon the mountains, the feet of him who brings good news, who
publishes peace! Keep your feasts, O Judah; fulfill your vows, for never
again shall the worthless pass through you; he is utterly cut off.

The book of Nahum is a brief but powerful prophecy given from God
specifically to the city of Nineveh. You might recognize this city because of
its prominence in the book of Jonah, where Jonah reluctantly goes to
Nineveh to warn them of their sins and to his surprise, they repent. Well
Nineveh’s repentance doesn’t stick, and after time passes, they eventually
forget the Lord. They return to their idolatry and their sin, much more
terribly than before. Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrian Empire, and
Assyria held the reputation for being among the cruelest and most brutal
kingdoms to ever hold power. They were exceedingly violent to those they
conquered and subjugated, and among their conquests was Israel, who
had been taken into captivity and subjected to Assyria’s cruelty.

For the Israelites, who faced torture and humiliation and death at the hands
of outsiders, there was certainly one question weighing on them, “Where is
the Lord?”. Where is our help in time of trouble? Where is our protector and
our champion? In perhaps one of the bleakest times of Israel’s history, their
God had seemingly abandoned them and left them in the hands of their
enemies without any hope for the future. Now we know that it was Israel’s
disobedience that caused them to fall to where they were. God had given
them chance after chance, only for them to turn away from Him. But at the
same time, don’t we understand the groanings of the Israelites? That even
though they were unworthy and guilty, their hearts still cried out for justice
and salvation all the same?

God reminds His people through Nahum that He is still there, and that He is
for them. He reminds them that He “is a jealous and avenging God”, who
“takes vengeance on his adversaries”. He is a God of great power, who can
wipe out empires in an instant. And most importantly, He reminds them that
He “is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; He knows those who take
refuge in Him”. The Lord is not absent. He is not a promise breaker. He
knows the troubles and sees the sorrow that you experience, and He will
make it right in His time.



There are two sets of promises that God gives through Nahum in our
passage. One, to the wicked and worthless, He promises destruction and
death. Nineveh, and by extension Assyria, is given no more warnings. God
promises them that they will be brought to a complete end. Two, to those
who take refuge in Him and call Him their God, he promises freedom from
their oppressors. He will break their yokes and burst their bonds. He will
“publish peace”.

And for us, it’s so important to recognize that distinction that God makes.
His promises are not to the wicked and to the good. To the worthless and to
the perfect. It’s to the wicked and to those who take refuge in Him. That’s
all we have to do, that’s all the Israelites had to do. Take refuge in Him, and
trust that He will deliver us. The Lord is a jealous and avenging God, but
He is jealous for us.

As I was reflecting on this passage, I couldn’t help but notice just how much
of it Nahum chooses to spend simply proclaiming the Lord’s power and
majesty and goodness. Before he gets into the good news that awaits
Israel, and the bad news that awaits Nineveh, he simply worships the Lord.
And it’s through this proclamation and worship that the promises of the Lord
are given that much more weight. It reminds us that He is who He says He
is, and that He will certainly do what He says He’ll do.

I think we can take a page out of Nahum’s book. We live in the fulfillment of
the greatest promise to ever be given, the promise of eternal life. The
promise we live in is far greater than the promise given to the Israelites. It’s
not simply, “Take refuge in me and be delivered from the Assyrians”. It’s,
“Take refuge in me and be delivered from death.” “Take refuge in me and
gain life eternal.” It’s a tall order, but we have a God who can do it. So let’s
glorify Him this morning, and worship Him and proclaim who He is, and
remember His promises and His faithfulness to fulfill them.


