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BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 2023 | 10:00 AM 

Our Mission is to be a Caring Inclusive Christian Community responding to God’s grace 

through Worship, Service, and Sharing the Gospel. 

RECONCILING in CHRIST 



 

WELCOME TO APOSTLES LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
It is an honor to worship God with you this morning. We pray you experience the 

loving presence of the Spirit as we share our words, our actions, and the Holy Meal. 

If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please fill out a card in the 

pew rack with your contact information. A restroom can be found by exiting the 

rear door of the worship space. It is directly in front of you to the right. Additional 

restrooms can be found in the back corner of the fellowship area, near the Pastor’s 

office.  

RECONCILING in CHRIST 
We, the people of Apostles Lutheran Church, follow Paul’s message to the Galatians 

(3:28): “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 

longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Believing that 

because we are all one in Christ, and created in God’s image, all are welcome as 

beloved children of God. We welcome into the full life of the church all those whom 

God sends us. Rejoicing in God’s amazing diversity, we welcome people of all ages, 

races, gender identities, sexual orientations, and physical and mental abilities. 

Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and 

building a community where all are beloved. 

FOR PASTORAL CARE 
The Reverend Jay Serafin is serving as our part-time interim pastor. Pastor Jay will 

usually be in the office on Mondays and Wednesdays from 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM but 

please check the calendar at the back of the bulletin for his schedule for 

the upcoming week.  You can contact Pastor Jay at 570-205-7506 or by email at 

j80j84@msn.com. Messages can also be left on the Apostles answering machine 

804-693-9098.  

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great 

epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth 

justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, 

anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim 

good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing.                                
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE AND SILENT PRAYER 
Martin Luther said of music: “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest 

treasure in the world.” Please take a moment to silence all cell phones. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please rise in body or in spirit. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

Amen. 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We 

have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from 

you. For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be 

reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now 

declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our 

Savior. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  ELW #423 
“Shall We Gather at the River” 

 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 

 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and 

anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to 

their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

Sit 

FIRST READING  ISAIAH 42:1-9 
God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The servant will 

not exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of 

the servant’s task. God’s old promises have been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring 

light to the nations. 

 

 1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my 

spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he 

will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not grow faint or be crushed 

until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

 5Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread 

out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to 

those who walk in it: 6I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by 

the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 
7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the 

prison those who sit in darkness. 8I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, 

nor my praise to idols. 9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now 

declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 
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Response after the First Lesson 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  PSALM 29 
 1Ascribe to the | Lord, you gods, 

  ascribe to the Lord glo- | ry and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the Lord the glory | due God’s name; 

  worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness. 

 3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 

  the Lord is upon the | mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the Lord is a pow- | erful voice; 

  the voice of the Lord is a | voice of splendor. R 

 5The voice of the Lord breaks the | cedar trees; 

  the Lord breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 

 6the Lord makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 

 7The voice | of the Lord 

  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 

 8The voice of the Lord| shakes the wilderness; 

  the Lord shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R 

 9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the Lord all are | crying, “Glory!” 

 10The Lord sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 

  the Lord sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 

 11O Lord, give strength | to your people; 

  give them, O Lord, the bless- | ings of peace. R 
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SECOND READING  ACTS 10:34-43 
Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the good 

news of God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of 

Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

 34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God 

shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace 

by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 

Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 

the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in 

Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised 

him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were 

chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 

dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained 

by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone 

who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

Response after the Second Lesson 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

  



 

  9 

Please rise in body or in spirit. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 
 

The gospel is announced. 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 3rd Chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL  MATTHEW 3:13-17 
Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified 

publicly as God’s child. 

 

 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would 

have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But 

Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 

from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, 

the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

The gospel concludes: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sit 

SERMON  PASTOR JAY SERAFIN 

Silence is kept after the reflection. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #305 
“When Jesus Came to Jordan” 
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NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: 

Merciful God,  

hear our prayer. 

 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 

revealed in Christ crucified. 

Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

We share a distanced sign of Peace with our neighbors saying Peace be with you 

to which we respond And also with you. 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Sit 

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. To give 

online: 

 Visit apostles-elca.org/contributions 

 From your mobile phone, text the word GIVE to 844-215-5453 
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Please rise in body or in spirit 

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING  ELW #186 
“Create in Me a Clean Heart” 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, 

 and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, 

through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The thanksgiving continues with the preface. 

… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

 

 

 

 

The thanksgiving continues. 

… Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The great thanksgiving continues. 

… We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

The great thanksgiving continues. 

… Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of 

the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 



 

  15 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and taste the joy of God! 

 

Sit 

COMMUNION 
All are invited to join us at the Lord’s table to receive the presence of Jesus through the bread and 

wine. Jesus himself invites you and Jesus turns no one away. You will be invited to come forward to 

receive the elements. Holy Communion are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION  ELW, #396 
“Spirit of Gentleness” 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. 
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this 

table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission back into the world. 

 

BLESSING 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, 

strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #310 
“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.  

Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE 
 

********* 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

 Serving Today Serving Next Week 

Officiating Minister   Pastor Jay Serafin   Pastor Jay Serafin 

Accompanist    Janet Gomez   Janet Gomez 

Acolyte   Chase Ambrose   Lynn Scholz 

Altar Care   Irene Albert  Jennie Hawkins 

Greeter/Usher   Judy Wright   Betsy Liljeberg 

Lay Assisting Minister   David Leunig   Linda Hodges 

Lector   Teresa Grantham   Ingrid Peterson 

Technology   Jennie Hawkins  Chris Hawkins 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7 
The servant brings light to the nations 

Psalm 40:1-11 

I Love to do your will, O my God 

 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
Paul’s greeting to the church at Corinth 

Gospel: John 1:29-42 

Revelation of Christ as the Lamb of God 
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SERVANTS FOR THE WEEK 

 This Week Serving Next Week 

Cleaning Team   Gomez/Grimes/Britt   Scholz/Ambrose 

Tellers   B. Liljeberg/C. Hawkins   B. Grimes/B. Runk 

 

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR 
Please take a minute to sign up to provide flowers for our altar – you can make your 

own arrangements from your garden – if you need vases, we have them. The signup 

sheet is in the narthex. If you have any questions, please see Janet Gomez. 

 

SERVING ON CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
The Nominating Committee (Gerald Britt, Tina Britt, Ben Grimes, Pete Liljeberg, Lynn 

Scholz and Nancy Wagner) are looking for people willing to serve on the 

Congregation Council – the term is 3 years – if you would be willing to serve, please 

contact someone on the Nominating Committee – thanks! 

 

WORLD HUNGER SUNDAY – NEXT SUNDAY 
Please remember for offering for World Hunger Sunday next Sunday – “until all are 

fed.”  
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FIRST SUNDAY POTLUCK – TODAY! 

Our “first Sunday” potluck for January will be after the worship service today – 

please come and have lunch and spend some time with your church community! 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
The annual congregational meeting will be Sunday, January 29th, immediately after 

the 10:00 AM worship service – please make plans to attend. 

 

2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
The company that provides our offering envelopes has experienced delays in 

getting orders shipped. They hope to ship the envelopes sometime in January. In 

the meantime, if you use offering envelopes, please just use a pew envelope and 

make sure your name and offering envelope number are on your check.  

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
If you purchased Christmas poinsettias, please take them home – they are in the 

fellowship hall – thanks! 

THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION FOR TODAY (FROM SUNDAYS AND SEASONS) 
In Adam’s Return (New York: Crossroad, 2004) Richard Rohr reflects on the nature of “original 

sin” and how its meaning has been confused. Rather than something we do which incurs 

guilt and shame, Rohr uses the term to designate the “corporate pain body” from which all 

humanity suffers. Baptism is the healing of original sin in that the baptized is “initiated”, like 

Jesus, into a validation as beloved and child of God, into a large family. In this new identity 

“the small family is no longer allowed to first or finally define you. . . . ‘I’ am bigger than my 

tragic flows, it says” (p. 25). 
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Eddie Freeman, Manning Freeman, Don Garfield, David Muse, Michael Schlemmer, 

George Thomas, Jewel Thomas, Sue and George Turner, and Jerry and Lena Woodlief 

OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
Patricia Armentor, family of Sharon Bagley (friends of Judy Wright), Paul Bauer, Karen Bell 

(Pam Moore’s sister), Gisela Broughton (Karen Stark’s mother), Sally Burkholder, Amy Carter, 

the Clements family, Laura Clodfelter, Family of Kimberly Conine, Ben Davis (friend of 

Donna Ambrose), Tommy and Kathie Davis, Mary Divelbiss, Colton Elliot (Michael 

Schlemmer’s cousin), Laura Fleige, Teresa Floersheim- Miller (Ingrid Peterson’s mother), 

Michelle Fowler (Reida Avery’s daughter), Dana Goodwin (Juanita Sturdy’s daughter), Shirley 

Grimes (Ben Grimes’ mother), family of Shirlean Hackman, Mike Hall, Chaneice Hayden 

(Daniel Hayden), the Heaney family, Carl and Kaleb Hess, Adam Hewko (nephew of the 

Hansons), Aris Hibbs (friend of Ray Scholz), Diane Hill (friend of Nancy Wagner), the Little 

Family, Marion Lucier, Lorraine Malkemus, Lotte Mathias, Wayne Mathews, Jean 

McKee (Lilly Frost’s grandmother), Sylvia Midgette (grandmother of Krystle McMahan), Keith 

Morgan, Jamie Mullaney, Carol Pascale (Lynn Jaeger’s mother), Patricia Patel (Spencer Hodges’ 

daughter), Brad Person (Lilly Frost’s uncle), Dick Peterson and his brother, Carol Schlemmer, 

James Schollian (friend of Nancy Wagner), Michael Scholz (nephew of Ray Scholz), Erin 

Seamonson (Lara Jaeger), Kathy Shackleford, Fred Smith, Tammy Smith, Judy Sowden, 

Linda Sutterfield, Dave Wagner (husband of Nancy), Chuck Webb (Tina Britt’s father), 

Makenzie Webb (niece of Tina Britt), Elizabeth and Steven White, Kitty Witty, Cory Woodlief, 

Jim and Carol Wolf, Jim Wright (Judy Wright’s husband), Greg Yvonovich (friend of Margaret 

and Ben Grimes), Derek Zwiers (friend of CK Ambrose) 

OUR SPONSORED CHILDREN IN GUATEMALA 
Amayra, Hugolino and Manuela 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
There is a book located at the rear of the worship space for you to write any prayer 

requests you have for today. Fill out a “Prayer Request” (on the back of each pew) 

and place it in the offering plate to add a prayer request to the “Prayer List” included 

in the bulletin and the newsletter. Please print legibly! 



 

The liturgical texts and music are from Sundays and Seasons (sundaysandseasons.com) copyright © 

2023 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SB149450. Hymnody made available through One License Annual License with Podcasting Renewal A-

717259. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES 
JANUARY 8, 2023 – JANUARY 15, 2023 

TODAY 10:00 AM  Worship Service  

 11:00 AM  “First Sunday” Potluck 

MONDAY 5:00 PM – 9:00 PM  Pastor Jay in the office 

 7:00 PM  Congregation Council Meeting 

 7:00 PM  Men’s AA 

TUESDAY 5:00 PM – 8:00 PM  Pastor Jay in the office 

 7:00 PM  Service and Sharing Team Meeting 

 7:00 PM  Al-Anon 

THURSDAY 5:00 PM – 8:00 PM  Pastor Jay in the office 

 7:00 PM  Reconciling in Christ Meeting 

SATURDAY 6:30 PM  Young and Sober 

SUNDAY 10:00 AM  Worship Service  

   World Hunger Sunday 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Heinz Albert – January 12th | Teresa Grantham – January 14th 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
Pete and Betsy Liljeberg – January 15th 


