
Sermon Notes
Text: Luke 18:1-8

18 One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they 
should always pray and never give up. 2 “There was a judge in a 
certain city,” he said, “who neither feared God nor cared about 
people. 3 A widow of that city came to him repeatedly, saying, 
‘Give me justice in this dispute with my enemy.’ 4 The judge 
ignored her for a while, but finally he said to himself, ‘I don’t fear 
God or care about people, 5 but this woman is driving me crazy. 
I’m going to see that she gets justice, because she is wearing me 
out with her constant requests!’”

6 Then the Lord said, “Learn a lesson from this unjust 
judge. 7 Even he rendered a just decision in the end. So don’t you 
think God will surely give justice to his chosen people who cry out 
to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, 
he will grant justice to them quickly! But when the Son of 
Man returns, how many will he find on the earth who have faith?”

Intro:

This Sunday we heard from Elmer & Sherry Komant. They shared 
stories with us of how God has proven faithful and that prayer really 
works. Their encouragement is to always pray and never give up.

The Parable of the Widow

In this passage we are presented with 2 characters: the persistent widow 
and the unjust judge. Jesus uses these characters for a reason. The 
example of an unjust judge reminds us that we will face trials and tests 
in life and they won’t be fair. As a helpless widow, our only option will be 
to cry out to God. And that salvation will come through persistent faith 
and unrelenting prayer.

Unlike this parable, we appeal to a just God who loves us. When we 
come to God in persistent prayer, we are not driving Him crazy. Instead, 
we are lingering in His presence, building our relationship with Him, 
leaning in and trusting Him more and more.

Jesus taught His disciples in the New Testament, and shows us as His 
disciples now, that we should always pray and never give up. Prayer 
works.

Simeon & Anna

Another example of persistent prayer is found in the stories of Simeon 
and Anna. Their example in Luke 2:25-38 shows us two people who 
were absolutely dedicated to a life of prayer. They prayed for Israel and 
longed to see the Messiah come. After many years of faithfulness, they 
were able to see Jesus as a baby and bless Him.
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Connect Group Discussion

Warm up:

1. Have you ever had to stand before a judge before?

2. In the parable of the widow, the widow is persistently seeking out 
justice. What’s an injustice that you are passionate about seeing 
righted?

Study & Discussion: 

1. Read Luke 18:1-8. What stands out to you in this passage? 

2. What stands out to you about the phrase, ‘Always pray and never 
give up’? Do you find this phrase encouraging? 

3. Have you ever seen a persistent prayer answered before? 

4. What are you persistently praying for right now? 

5. Spend time praying with each other.


Practice: 

This week let’s ask God what we need to be persistently praying for. 
Commit to praying for that thing once every single day.

Prayer:
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