
From Jonathan & Rachel Ward in France                    November 15, 2022 

Dear friends, 

Greetings once again from our corner of the world. 

Pictured is a triptych by a French artist called Marie 
Salomé who has stayed at Entrepierres with her husband 
who pastors a church in a town west of us. 

Called Reconciliation (Col. 1:20), this work, generously 
given to us by our past coworkers Fred & Johanna Defoy 
and gracing the wall of our small chapel here at our centre, 
represents all things being reconciled to God in Christ 
Jesus, from the very largest (galaxies) to the very smallest 
(cells), with the earth as the focal point of God's redemptive 
work. 

How thankful we are to know, and to be known by, the Creator of all things. As the season approaches when 
we remember His rescue mission to our world, we want to pause, ponder and praise. 

Discerning the call to church planting 
While Christian workers have been coming and going at Entrepierres, 
welcomed and served by our capable team—Dominique, Jeanine, 
Marc, Rachel and Roger—Jonathan has been involved in two events in 
recent months.  

In September, Jonathan helped 
facilitate the annual session of 
evaluation and orientation for potential church planters, organized over a 
period of three days in Paris by the French Evangelical Alliance. 

Ministry is like a pair of shoes. Getting the right fit is important. If someone 
feels called to walk along the path of church planting, they need to be certain, 
prepared and equipped as the path may be steep, arduous and long. 

This event helps participants understand what church planting involves and discern whether such a venture 
might be their calling, with a view to leading them to the next step in the process which is to apply for a one-
year practical training experience in church planting. 

Jonathan's role over each weekend is to help participants get a better understanding of their profile, strengths, 
limitations and resilience. He has been involved since its inception eight years ago. 

Those that minister by manipulation 
The first few days of October were a busy time as Jonathan coordinated the annual 
Ministry Support Network conference in Lyon, bringing over 100 people together from 
Belgium, France and Switzerland. The topic was a difficult one: Dealing with control, 
manipulation and narcissism in leadership. 

Although the solution is far from simple, much pain results when leaders behave like 
abusive controlling entitled bullies. 

Sadly, it's a problem that is more common than one might think. 

We have found it to be a significant cause of burnout and attrition among Christian workers who have suffered 
from the behaviour of such leaders. 

https://pierresvivantes.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acede3a5808c8141ba43c3289&id=5e8ee83340&e=48c4b22d31�
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Expanding our team 
As you may remember, we are planning to expand our team by integrating a new couple 
in the last quarter of 2023. They are French and their names are Joel and Deborah. 

Deborah is a marriage & family counsellor and midwife, and Joel has been a missionary 
church planter for many years, as well as being trained in counselling, debriefing and 
spiritual direction. 

Please pray for them: 

• They will need to find housing in our area.  

• Deborah would like to continue working as a part-time midwife: pray that she will find a suitable post.  

• Pray for good closure to their current ministry in the north west of France. The church which they 
helped to plant has grown and will need workers to lead and care for the flock. 

Still on standby... 
Purchasing the small property adjacent to ours is an exercise in patience. It 
will always be in our plans, even if things are currently at a standstill. Please 
continue to pray. It is in God's hands... 

You can help us be prepared to make an offer when the time comes by going 
to MSC Canada's "PIERRES VIVANTES BUILDING FUND". 

 

Please and thank you 
Thank you, Lord... 

• That Jonathan was able to fulfil his engagements in September and October.  

• That a place like Entrepierres exists for the benefit of God's servants.  

Please, Lord... 
• Minister to the Christian workers staying here, each according to their need.  

• Bring the neighbouring property into our possession so that it can be integrated into the work and used 
for His purposes.  

• For our team: Equip us with wisdom and guard our health so that we will be effective in our work.  

• Bless the time that we will spend together as a family with our children, Alexi, Danilo and Stephanie, 
over the Christmas break. 

 

We wish you a blessed winter season. 
In all things, may the presence and love of Jesus be your greatest joy. 
With warm greetings, 

Jonathan and Rachel jonathan.ward.france@gmail.com  
 

  If you would like to help us come alongside God's workers to help them manage the    
  pressures of serving Him in challenging places, tax-deductible giving can be made to  

MSC Canada and designated for "Association Pierres Vivantes". 

www.msccanada.org 
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