
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

January 15, 2023 

The 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 
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St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the  
Lekwungen speaking people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this 
community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving 
community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history and 
heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for prayer and 
to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are available 
to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 

In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. Although no longer mandatory, masks are still 
encouraged in all public areas, and we ask all to observe careful hand hygiene.  

The Sunday morning service takes place in-person, is also live streamed and is accessible on Zoom.  
Sunday Evensong also takes place in person, and livestreamed on the church website and Facebook pages 
There is no need to pre-register to attend either service. 
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.  

Contacting Us: The church office is now open Monday-Friday, 9:30am-12:30pm. The main email for contact 
is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there will be members of our 
Pastoral Care Team who will offer their prayers. Please contact: the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please stay 
and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy 

Officiant: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum 
Reader:  Diana MacDonald 
Welcomer: Carol Denton 
Music:  A Quintet of Choristers; Char Hodkgins, Conductor; David Stratkauskas, Director of Music 
Videographer: Karen Coverett 
 

A note about language 
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language about 
God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in terms which 
elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our understanding 
of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words 
and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation. 

Cover Image: 
John and disciples acknowledge Jesus as the Lamb of God, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, 
Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56616 [retrieved January 13, 2023]. Original source: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/paullew/16120011720 - Fr Lawrence Lew, O.P. 

 

mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56616
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Please stand at the entrance of the clergy. The officiant gives a short welcome. 

The Responses   

 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 

Please be seated for the singing of the psalm. 

Psalm    96 

1  O sing unto the Lord a new song * sing unto the Lord, all the whole earth. 
2  Sing unto the Lord, and praise his Name * be telling of his salvation from day to day. 
3  Declare his honour unto the heathen * and his wonders unto all people. 
4  For the Lord is great, and cannot worthily be praised * he is more to be feared than  
all gods. 
5  As for all the gods of the heathen, they are but idols * but it is the Lord that made  
the heavens. 
6  Glory and worship are before him * power and honour are in his sanctuary. 
7  Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people * ascribe unto the Lord worship  
and power. 
8  Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due unto his Name * bring presents, and come into 
his courts. 
9  O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness * let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 
10  Tell it out among the heathen that the Lord is King * and that it is he who hath  
made the round world so fast that it cannot be moved; and how that he shall judge the 
people righteously. 
11  Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad * let the sea make a noise, and all 
that therein is. 
12  Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it * then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice 
before the Lord. 
13  For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth * and with righteousness to judge 
the world, and the people with his truth. 

Please stand for the Gloria Patri: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

First Lesson    Ezekiel 2:1—3:4 

He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. And when he 
spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to 
me. He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels 
who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to 
this very day. The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and 
you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD.’ Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for 
they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among 
them. And you, O mortal, do not be afraid of them, and do not be afraid of their words, 
though briers and thorns surround you and you live among scorpions; do not be afraid of 
their words, and do not be dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious house. You 
shall speak my words to them, whether they hear or refuse to hear; for they are a rebellious 
house. 

But you, mortal, hear what I say to you; do not be rebellious like that rebellious house; 
open your mouth and eat what I give you. I looked, and a hand was stretched out to me, 
and a written scroll was in it. He spread it before me; it had writing on the front and on the 
back, and written on it were words of lamentation and mourning and woe. 

He said to me, O mortal, eat what is offered to you; eat this scroll, and go, speak to the 
house of Israel. So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. He said to me, 
Mortal, eat this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it. Then I ate it; and in my 
mouth it was as sweet as honey. 

He said to me: Mortal, go to the house of Israel and speak my very words to them. 

Please stand. 

Magnificat Text: Lk. 1:46-55  Music: Adrain Batten (1591-1637) 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he 
hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his 
Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed 
strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He 
hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He 
hath filled the hungry with good things; and  the rich he hath sent empty away.  He  
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Please be seated. 
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Second Lesson Galatians 1:11-end 

For I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel that was proclaimed by me is 
not of human origin; for I did not receive it from a human source, nor was I taught it, but I 
received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 

You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently persecuting the 
church of God and was trying to destroy it. I advanced in Judaism beyond many among my 
people of the same age, for I was far more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. But 
when God, who had set me apart before I was born and called me through his grace, was 
pleased to reveal his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him among the Gentiles, I did not 
confer with any human being, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were already 
apostles before me, but I went away at once into Arabia, and afterwards I returned to 
Damascus. 

Then after three years I did go up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and stayed with him for 
fifteen days; but I did not see any other apostle except James the Lord’s brother. In what I 
am writing to you, before God, I do not lie! Then I went into the regions of Syria and 
Cilicia, and I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea that are in Christ; they only 
heard it said, ‘The one who formerly was persecuting us is now proclaiming the faith he 
once tried to destroy.’ And they glorified God because of me. 

Please stand. 

Nunc Dimittis   Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: Adrain Batten 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    

Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 

 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 
Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 
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 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver 
us from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the King; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

1st Collect, of the day: T.E.C. 

Almighty God, whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that thy 
people, illumined by thy Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s 
glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

2nd Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give 

unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set 
to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our 
enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour.  Amen. 

3rd Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 

all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
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Anthem    

Please be seated. The choir sings an anthem. Bethlehem Down  

When He is King we will give him the King's gifts, 
Myrrh for its sweetness, and gold for a crown, 
"Beautiful robes", said the young girl to Joseph 
Fair with her first-born on Bethlehem Down. 

When He is King they will clothe Him in grave-sheets, 
Myrrh for embalming, and wood for a crown, 
He that lies now in the white arms of Mary 
Sleeping so lightly on Bethlehem Down. 

Bethlehem Down is full of the starlight 
Winds for the spices, and stars for the gold, 
Mary for sleep, and for lullaby music 
Songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold. 

Here He has peace and a short while for dreaming, 
Close-huddled oxen to keep Him from cold, 
Mary for love, and for lullaby music 
Songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold. 

Text: Bruce Blunt (1899-1957) 
Music: Peter Warlock (1899-1930)   

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer. 

Intercessions 

Please stand to sing the hymn: 

Hymn (CP 101) Text: James Montgomery (1771-1854), alt. 

 Music: CRÜGER,  Melody Johann Crüger (1598-1662); adapt. William Henry Monk (1823-1889). 
 All rights reserved, Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 

 

1. Hail to the Lord’s anointed,  
 great David’s greater Son!  
Hail, in the time appointed,  
 his reign on earth begun!  
He comes to break oppression,  
 to set the captive free,  
to take away transgression,  
 and rule in equity. 

3. Kings shall fall down before him,  
 and gold and incense bring;  
all nations shall adore him,  
 his praise all people sing.  
To him shall prayer unceasing  
 and daily vows ascend,  
his kingdom still increasing,  
 a kingdom without end. 

2. He shall come down like showers  
 upon the fruitful earth,  
and love, joy, hope, like flowers,  
 spring in his path to birth.  
Before him on the mountains  
 shall peace the herald go,  
and righteousness in fountains  
 from hill to valley flow. 

4. O’er every foe victorious,  
 he on his throne shall rest,  
from age to age more glorious,  
 all-blessing and all-blest.  
The tide of time shall never  
 his covenant remove.  
His name shall stand forever:  
 that name to us in Love. 
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Please be seated. 

Sermon 

Please stand to sing the hymn: 

Hymn (CP 159) Text: Reginald Heber (1783-1826), alt. 

 Music: STELLA ORIENTIS, Healey Willan (1881-1968). 
 © 1994 Waterloo Music Co. Ltd. All rights reserved, Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 

 

1. Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,  
 dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid:  
gem of the East, the horizon adorning,  
 guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

3. Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion,  
 odours of Edom and offerings divine,  
gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean,  
 myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine? 

2. Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining,  
 low lies his head with the beasts of the stall;  
angels adore him in slumber reclining,  
 Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all. 

4. Vainly we offer each ample oblation,  
 vainly with gifts would his favour secure;  
richer by far is the heart’s adoration,  
 dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

5. Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,   
 dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid:  
gem of the East, the horizon adorning,  
 guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

 

The Blessing or Grace   

 

The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine   
(Diocese of British Columbia / Anglican Church of Canada)  
1611 Quadra Street Victoria BC  V8W 2L5     250.383.7169      

stjohnthedivine.bc.ca           facebook.com/musicSJD  
 

 

 

 

If you would like to give to support the work and ministries 

of St. John the Divine you can do so in the offering plate 

which is by the Garden door, there are also envelopes in the 

book stand which can make your gifts tax 

efficient.  Alternatively, you can scan this QR code which 

will take you to our Canada Helps giving page.   

Thank you for your support. 
 


