
Sermon epiphany led by a star 

Introduction 

When people are seeking the Lord, He has innumerable resources at His disposal to 

guide them and bring them to His beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. In today’s 

world often Muslims receive dreams that tell them how to locate Christians who 

will lead them to the true Messiah who is the Lord Jesus.  I have a whole CD of 

people’s stories from different continents illustrating that.   

Today we celebrate Epiphany – it means an appearing, a revelation. God goes to 

great lengths to help people find Him in Christ.  In fact, on our drive back up to 

Indiana from Florida this week, I saw two billboards outside Louisville, Kentucky 

with the very image that is on your bulletin cover. There were the magi on their 

camels with the words in large print beside the picture: “Consider a New 

Beginning”  This is God’s specialty.  Listen to this true contemporary story of a 9 

year old girl’s epiphany. 

On November 9, 2003, a 19-year-old former Muslim woman was baptized as 

a Christian in a church in the U.S. Here is her story: “I choose this day to love and 

serve Jesus Christ as the Lord, the Messiah, the rest of my life. My name is 

Humaira Kahn Kabir (not her real name). I became a Christian 5 months ago. When 

I was 7 years old, I moved to Pakistan. I was injured, and I was in a coma. After 8 

months, I came out of the coma. I was in a wheelchair, my eyes were open, but I 

couldn't move, and I couldn't talk to people at all. At this time in my life, I saw my 

18-year-old brother die in front of me.   Every Friday, I went to the mosque and 

slept there because I didn't have any hope from the doctors that I could walk again 

or talk. One night I was really upset. I went straight to the picture of Jesus [who is 

recognized as a prophet in Islam] and started talking to him: "Why did you keep me 

alive? Why didn't you just kill me? Why did you keep me alive so I could see my 

18-year-old brother dying in front of me?" My head was on the floor, and I was 

crying. Suddenly somebody squeezed my shoulder and said, "I kept you for 

something special." I looked back, and it was the same person who was in the 

picture. I fainted.     In the morning I woke up—my grandpa woke me—and he said, 

"You fell asleep all night on the floor." I looked at him and said, "He was here. He 

was right here."  My grandpa said, "Who?" Then he said, "Oh my gosh, you're 

talking again."  I said, "He was right here. Where is he now?" My grandpa said, 

"Who?"   "This guy [pointing at the picture of Jesus]. He told me he kept me for 



something special."  "Sweetie, that's not true, because he died a long time ago. 

Remember, I told you that story." I said, "No, I saw what I saw," and I stood up.   

My grandpa had a hard time believing me, but there was a part of him that 

wondered because he saw me talking and walking again.   I kept that memory in my 

heart, as a vision, but no one believed me at all. Everyone kept laughing at me. So 

that's why I chose to get baptized in the name of Jesus today.”.  Kevin A. Miller, 

vice-president, Christianity Today International. He has chosen me for something 

special. 

Humaira had a vision of the true Jesus. In the Magi’s context in Persia, it was a star 

that led them to Jesus.  This star appeared brightly in the heavens at the time of 

Jesus birth. Not just once - when the magi set out to follow the star, the star 

reappeared as they headed to Bethlehem to find this newborn King of the Jews. 

And, then the star not only led them to Bethlehem but settled right over the place 

where Jesus was.   

God is so amazing. These Magi were a priestly class, part of most imperial 

administrations in the ancient Near East.  They were experts in astrology, so they 

knew quite intimately all about the various stars and constellations in the heavens. 

They also were learned people who excelled in magic and divination and they knew 

the scriptures of various religions. In this case they knew the star indicated that a 

royal birth had occurred in Palestine so  they journeyed to Jerusalem.  They knew 

that only the Jewish religious teachers would know the Biblical reference to where 

the King of the Jews was to be born in Palestine. God communicated to them in a 

context they understood and created a star to prompt these foreign born dignitaries 

to go worship this new King – they were the first Gentile rulers from other lands 

who would bow at the feet of the new King of Kings.  It was a sign of God’s global 

agenda centuries before the reality of Jesus’ supremacy was embraced by other 

rulers and still many centuries beyond our time before Jesus will be revealed to the 

whole world as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  

This kind of unfolding vision is like mountains behind mountains, behind 

mountains in God’s revelation over time. Can you picture in your mind a time when 

you were on a mountain top and saw an amazing vista spread out before you – of 

mountains behind mountains into the distance?   God’s revelations in history are 

like that.  Jesus was born as part of history and the magi, foreign dignitaries, play an 



important role in heralding Christ’s birth and God’s future desire that Christ came 

to bring salvation to Gentiles as well as Jews.   

But back to our story. Naturally, the magi’s news of the birth of the King of the 

Jews put all Jerusalem on its ear. Thank God the magi were not sucked into the 

Jewish closed-mindedness at who the Messiah was. They came to worship the 

newborn King, so with proper instructions about where the King had been born, 

they continued their journey on to Bethlehem. Even back then they were keeping in 

step with the Spirit. 

Walking in the magi’s shoes, today I want us to explore what the magi experienced 

and apply that to the lessons of God’s revelations that can happen today as we are 

keeping in step with the Spirit.   

Let us pray. 

The magi’s experience 

Notice in our text in Mt. 2 first, when the magi saw the star reappearing as they 

headed to Bethlehem, they were overjoyed (Mt. 2:10).  When you are seeking 

something and then find it, if it is something of value, often joy is the culumination 

of your search.  Jesus’ parable of the lost coin in Luke 15 tells us when the woman 

finally found her lost coin, she rejoiced and called all her neighbors to celebrate 

with her: “Rejoice with me,” she said, “I have found my lost coin.” (Luke 15:9)  

How much greater should be our joy, beloved, when a lost person finds Jesus and 

comes into His new life.  The magi were overjoyed because they had found the 

newborn King of the Jews – ijust as they had hoped!!  

Second, notice their humble worship.  They had expected to find the King of the 

Jews born in the palace in Jerusalem in opulent surroundings. But to know that this 

baby who may now be 2 years old was in a simple house in Bethlehem must have 

confounded them.  There was a strong incongruity of his surroundings with the 

affirmation they knew to be true – He was the long awaited Messiah, who would 

someday be King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Yet here he was in very humble, 

poor surroundings with a simple family of the carpenter trade. I believe it took great 

humility for them to actually go in to the house and kneel down, in honor of a 

sovereign, and present lavish gifts to Him.   

To apply this to our lives, do you stumble at the incongruity of God, beloved?  It 

happens all the time.  We have just come through the Christmas holiday season and 



the expectation is that it would be a Norman Rockwell Christmas  or a Lake 

Wobegon Christmas where all the family members loved and understood each other 

and there was no conflict, no crossed agendas, no woundedness from the past.  We 

serve the God of love yet even with our earnest prayers, sometimes over decades, 

that ideal scenario often is just not real.  Incongruity.  It takes humility to worship 

and keep trusting God when these surprises are hard to reconcile with our view of 

what is supposed to happen.   

But the magi went into that humble house; they bowed their knees at the feet of the 

young child in humble adoration v.11  There they presented their lavish gifts v12 – 

of gold, frankincense (a costly perfume) and myrrh (used for burial).  In God’s 

sovereign leading and care, it turns out those gifts were what enabled Joseph to flee 

with his family in the night to Egypt and live there till Herod died and it was safe to 

return.  Who would have thought? 

Sometimes God leads us in a new direction and we think, “How can I afford that?” 

Or, “Lord, you know the mountains that stand in the way of doing this”. . . Joseph 

and Mary must have been amazed at the lavish gifts from prominent foreign 

dignataries. But that’s what God orchestrated to provide for their imminent move to 

protect their son – Jesus, the Messiah, the future Lamb of God.  He would die only 

in God’s timing, God’s way – not be slaughtered along with all the other male 

children under 2 whom Herod killed in Bethlehem to be sure none of them lived to 

be the rival, future king of Israel. 

God’s epiphanies. Think of the uneducated shepherds on the hillside outside 

Bethlehem who were directed to find Christ by an angelic host and became the first 

eye witnesses to proclaim the Messiah’s birth.  Or, Joseph a poor carpenter and his 

infant family who were visited by foreign dignitaries with lavish gifts that enabled 

them to immediately leave for Egypt and live there safely until King Herod died.  

So why do we worry and doubt God’s ability to lead and guide and protect us? 

Similarly, you remember I was so distressed at the poor care for Keith at his last 

memory care facility and saw no way to change that UNTIL you dear people 

stepped up, created the permanent preaching pastor position for me, and opened the 

manse for me so I could live among you and bring Keith down to be with me. That 

enabled Keith to die in peace. The impossible had finally happened and we were 

together. He felt our continual love and was again assured of his entrance to heaven 

from God’s Word. Although he died in great pain and the loss of so many of his 



functioning organs, he died happy.  We were with him. And now he is at peace and 

whole in the presence of our Lord Jesus.  

When we are keeping in step with the Spirit, beloved, all sorts of large and small 

miracles happen – all of them beyond our control or manipulations – all of them 

God-sized, pointing to what our omnipotent God alone can orchestrate! Hallelujah!! 

I encourage us this year to double our prayer efforts so prayer becomes the driving 

force of the church – continual prayer for every person, every family, every 

ministry, every person in our region God wants us to touch.  As A.W.Tozer once 

said, “An invitation to prayer is an invitation to omnipotence, for prayer engages the 

omnipotent God and brings Him into our human affairs” (p.141). 

Summary Application 

This was the focus of our prayer retreat yesterday.We discussed and prayed about 

how we minister to people inside and outside the churcch. We asked God to show 

us how to grow the church, how to touch the young families we saw at the 

children’s service the first Sunday of Advent, how to reach out to the visitors in the 

church and help them know their great value to God and to our family, how to use 

our spiritual gifts so we can incarnate Christ and serve others in God’s power and 

gifting. I am seeking some new people outside our regulars who want to participate 

in a new drama program with simple, short mini dramas we can use in Sunday 

worship. And someone else who would love the project of spearheading a new 

cookbook comprised of one special recipe with an accompanying story from each 

person who has attended (past and present) the church. To introduce the idea we can 

have a potluck when each person bring their favorite family recipe to get people 

invested in the idea and then another kick-off banquet when the book has gone to 

press and will be ready as Christmas gifts at the end of the year.   

The ideas are as grand and as mundane as all of God’s ways to reach out to us.  

What resources will God help us discover and use to accomplish His great purposes 

here at the church. As the 19 year old newborn Christian was told by Jesus, “I kept 

you for something special.” For each person to realize how special they are can be 

epiphanies.   

This adventure of keeping in step with the Spirit means that God will often surprise 

us, sometimes confound us, with the miracles He does to accomplish His purposes 

in, around and through us.  The shepherds with the angelic chorus, the magi with a 

star, my coming to Ogden Dunes as pastor,etc. God is always on the move, beloved, 



so let’s live out William Carey’s motto: ““I'm not afraid of failure; I'm afraid of 

succeeding at things that don't matter. Attempt great things for God. Expect great 

things from God.”  

Reveal yourself among us Lord! We wait expectantly for your new epiphanies. 

Amen!   

Our closing hymn will be Praise to the Lord, the Almighty.  Let me highlight verse 

three before we sing it:  

Praise to the Lord who doth prosper thy work and defend thee.  Surely His 

goodness and mercy here daily attend thee. Ponder anew what the Almighty can 

do if with His love He befriend thee. (Words:Joachim Neander, Music: Strasbund 

Gesandbuch)   

“What the Almighty, the Omnipotent, the reigning King of Kings and Lord of Lords 

can do”. Indeed. Let us pray.  Make us Your instruments, Your partners in these 

God-sized miracles, Lord, so our church becomes a story for Your glory.  Amen 

and Amen. 

Dr. Mary Lou Codman-Wilson, Permanent Preaching Pastor, Ogden Dunes 

Community Church, 1/8/23 

 


