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Sermon: “God’s Call To Missions”   January 15, 2023   
Text: Isaiah 6:1-8   Pastor Dave Sattler  NSAC 
Sub-Texts: Genesis 12:3; Isaiah 41:10; Matthew 28:18-20; John 1:18; Revelation 4:8   
Sources: Bible Gateway, NIV Life Application Bible, The Message, YouVersion.  Commentaries: J.A. Motyer 
& Barry G. Webb.  Books: “God’s Smuggler” by Brother Andrew (1967), “Faith For Exiles: 5 Ways for a New 
Generation to Follow Jesus in Digital Babylon” by David Kinnaman & Mark Matlock (2019), “Missionary 
Messages: A Classic Call To Reach The World” by A.B. Simpson (pub.1987), “Revolution in World Missions” 
by K.P. Yohannan (1986).  Images: unsplash.com.  Interview: Paul & Jina Lee. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I. Introduction: 
• Hello, everyone.  Dave Sattler here, one of the pastors at NSAC.  Thank 

you for joining us in person and online.  It’s wonderful to be together.  
• Today is the second and final edition of our two-part mini-series on 

Missions—a “Mission Fortnight” if you will. 
• Last week I mentioned a quote I came across in a book I’ve been reading 

called “Faith For Exiles” by David Kinnaman & Mark Matlock.  
o <Slide>  Says, Q: “God shares his grand mission with us—

and wants us to live out his mission with others too—because 
he loves to love with us.”  —p.179 

• “God loves to love others with us—[through us].”   
• And the call of God goes out to all of us to join in His “grand mission.” 
• God’s heart is for His people here at North Shore Alliance Church to 

uniquely live out His mission to touch the lives of people in our city—
and, spilling out from here, around the world! 

• <Slide>  In the time of the prophet Isaiah, the people of Israel had 
gotten away from their God-ordained destiny to become the centre from 
which God would bless the entire world.   

• And, God “[blessing] others” (Genesis 12:3) through His people is always 
the mission of God’s Church. 

• It’s … 8th Century BC … and the accumulated wealth and power of the 
people of Israel has clouded their vision of, and diminished their 
dependence upon, God.   

• The people have lost their way and there will be consequences. 
• Isaiah calls them out and calls them back.  His message: ‘Return to God, 

repent from your ways, and be renewed by Him.’ 

• <Slide>  Active more than sixty years, during the reigns of five of 
Israel’s kings, Isaiah is a major prophet who receives a difficult calling 
from God.   
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• With many incredibly-detailed prophecies that point directly to the life 

and death of Jesus, Isaiah is quoted at least fifty times in the New 
Testament.  

• Before God calls him to be a prophet, history suggests Isaiah has a 
comfortable, respectable, and successful career—likely as a scribe in the 
royal palace of Jerusalem.   

• Then, Isaiah has this encounter with the Lord that permanently impacts 
his character, his career, and the complete trajectory of his life.  

<Slide>  Today we come to Isaiah 6:1-8, The Call of Isaiah. 
1  In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, 
seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple.   
2  Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they 
covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they 
were flying.  3  And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”  4  At 
the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the 
temple was filled with smoke.   

<Slide>  5  “Woe to me!” [Isaiah] cried.  “I am ruined!  For I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have 
seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”  6  Then one of the seraphim flew to me 
with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar.  
7  With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; 
your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

<Slide>  8  Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send?  And who will go for us?”  And I said, “Here am I.  Send me!” 
<Prayer>  ‘Lord, please move me out of the way.  Come and speak to us by 
Your Spirit.  We’re hungry to hear from you.’ 

II. Biblical Teaching: Isaiah 6:1-8 
1. <Slide>  A Big Vision of God  (v.1-4) 
• Regal, extravagant, terrifying, mind-blowing, and beautiful.   
• Heaven and earth merge: The prophet Isaiah is a participant in this 

dramatic vision of the Lord—seen here in all His power and holiness, 
dwelling right in the midst of His people. 
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• “No one has ever seen God,” John says (John 1:18).  So, that Isaiah “saw 

the Lord” (1) and still lived is a miracle in and of itself. 
• That the transcendent Lord “touches” earth proves the God of the 

Christian Story is not merely distant and other, but also personal—and 
entirely accessible to you and to me.  Remarkable. 

• Six-winged “seraphim” (2a) wait on their Master “calling” out to one 
another, in triplicate to indicate totality—perfection, “Holy, holy, holy is 
the Lord Almighty, the whole earth is full of his glory.” (3)   

• This too will be the refrain of heaven (Revelation 4:8). 
• And we see how authentic worship disrupts things: “At the sound of their 

voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 
with smoke.” (4)  [Makes me wonder about my own singing in church—
surely it can’t be that bad?!  Some of you certainly have been shaken by 
the sheer volume of my voice!] 

2. <Slide>  Isaiah’s Confession  (v.5) 
• Refusing to bask in the personal glory of being invited into the ‘inner 

circle,’ instead, Isaiah rightfully fears for his life.  “I am ruined!” he cries
—humbled in the presence of “the King, the Lord Almighty.”  (5a/c) 

• It is the power and holiness of God which reveals to us our true 
condition.  And when we are confronted by God’s character we are also 
presented the gift of seeing ourselves for who we really are: sinners in 
need of a Saviour.  “I am a man of unclean lips,” Isaiah confesses, “and 
I live among a people of unclean lips.”  (5b) 

• The prophet acknowledges his own sin and, in a cool twist, he also 
identifies fully with the sins of his people.  

• But, sin and judgment will not have the last word! 

3. <Slide>  Isaiah’s Cleansing (v.6-7) 
• From the “altar,” with “tongs,” one of the “seraphim” takes a “live coal” 

too hot to handle, and [“touches”] it to Isaiah’s unclean “mouth.”  (6/7a) 
• This signifies the cleansing work of God.  In response to Isaiah’s 

confession of sin, a seraph, God’s messenger, pronounces this over him: 
“your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”  (7b) 

• Here we see the sweet touch of God on human life.  At our deepest and 
most intimate places of need, the God Of The Universe is willing to reach 
down to “touch” His broken sinful creatures—to redeem and renew us.  
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• God is willing to go to great lengths to cleanse, fill, and equip for the 

task, those who willingly surrender to Him. 

4. <Slide>  Isaiah’s Calling (v.8) 
• Having been cleansed, Isaiah is now close enough to [“hear”] the Lord 

calling: “Whom shall I send?  And who will go for us?”  
• Isaiah finds that being renewed by God means joining God’s mission: 

“Isaiah has been brought in in order to be sent out.”  —Motyer, p.72 

• ILL—Our particular wing of the Christian Church, The Alliance, was 
founded more than 150 years ago on these two basic principles of the 
Christian Faith: Deeper Life with God and Missions: God saves us to 
transform us and send us out on His mission in this world. 

• And I love Isaiah’s response—willing: “Here am I.  Send me!” (8) 
• God too longs for us to have willing hearts in responding to His call—to 

be transformed by Him and sent out on mission with Him. 

III. <Slide>  Interview with Paul & Jina Lee 
• Now I’d like to invite Paul & Jina Lee to join me on the platform. 
• I love how these guys have responded with willing hearts to the call of 

God—to pick up their lives here and go to Nairobi, Kenya to use their 
unique gifts to join the mission of God in that part of our world.   

• <Move to chairs>  Jina, you grew up here on the North Shore.  Paul, you 
served on our church staff team for the past 5 1/2 years.  Your son Isaiah 
was born here.  Now, you’re packing it all up and moving in two weeks!   

• Exciting stuff!! 

1. <Slide>  Tell us how this big move came about.  Talk about the 
call of God on your life for missions. 

2. <Slide>  Describe your role on the field in Kenya.  What will 
you be doing?  How will you utilize the gifts God has given you? 

3. <Slide>  A strategy question for you Paul.  How will your work 
on the mission field facilitate the empowering of Indigenous  
Kenyan church leadership? 

4. <Slide>  As you GO … What is your biggest fear?  And, what is 
your greatest excitement? 

5. <Slide>  How can we best support you guys in this mission? 
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IV. Life Applications 
• Well, now it’s time to complete the ‘landing of the plane’ with a few 

application points.  I offer 3 today to finish the message … 
A. <Slide>  Mission flows from our vision of God.  
• The miracle of the Christian Story is that the transcendent God is also the 

indwelling God … “present” as one writer puts it, “in all his majesty at 
the centre of his people’s life.” —Motyer, p.70 

• Isaiah receives this extraordinary vision—and his relationship with God, 
his vision of God, is forever changed. 

• ILL—Problem is: Our vision of God is is often obscured by things all 
around us that distract us from seeing Him. 

• <Slide>  So, what is it that’s catching your eyes these days?   
• APP—What life-activities do you spend your most resources—your best 

energies on?  It’s easy to become consumed by our own pursuits, our 
efforts at solving our problems under our own horsepower, or, become 
wrapped up in our own impassioned attempts at accumulating … 
possessions, experiences, ‘trophies’ to make a name for ourselves. 

• Reality is: I have tunnel vision.  I spend way too much energy stewing 
over how I might acquire more things, make my life more comfortable, 
make myself a better version of myself—more brilliant, more beautiful, 
more successful, a more high-performing athlete—or at least one that 
other people, preferably lots of other people, will see and take notice of. 

• Truth is: How we see ourselves, how we view other people, how we spend 
our precious time and energies, how we navigate life in this world … 
flows from our vision of Who God Is. 

• <Slide>  How big is your God? 
• The Christian Story declares: We have an incredibly big God Who invites 

us into His mission—which is way bigger than us! 
• And I have to say, there is something incredibly freeing about 

putting all other earthly activities into their rightful place in 
our lives: beneath Jesus and His mission.   

• Everything depends on one’s vision of God.  It all flows from here.   
• Nothing, no activity, no one … is worthy of our best more than Jesus and 

His mission. 
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B. <Slide>  God wants us to be willing to go.  
• Ready to be sent out as God’s messenger, Isaiah shows a remarkable 

willingness to serve God whatever the cost. 
• As the story goes, he experiences few positive results [as is often the case 

with God’s mission], still over six decades Isaiah remains faithful and 
committed in the work to which God calls him. 

• The Great Commission reveals God’s call to His Church, the reason God 
has left His people here on earth.  Matthew 28:18-20 records the scene:  

o Then Jesus came to [the disciples] and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I 
am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

• <Slide>  In his book, “Revolution in World Missions,” K.P. Yohannan 
writes, Q: “Jesus is no longer walking on earth, but we are.  We are His 
body; He is our head.  That means our lips are the lips of Jesus.  Our 
hands are His hands; our eyes, His eyes; our hope, His hope.  My 
[family] belongs to Jesus.  My money, my talent, my education—all 
belong to Jesus.” —p.148 

• And the main activity of the Church is to “go” everywhere in our world … 
embodying, proclaiming, and sharing the love of God with everyone. 

• <Slide>  APP—So, where is God calling you to go?  Not always 
coming via a dramatic vision, God’s call takes many shapes and forms.  

• I want to acknowledge today that some of you have already gone …  
• By choice or by force, you’ve immigrated here—and brought the message 

of Jesus with you.  And I wonder: Could your coming to Canada be part 
of God’s “grand mission” too?  For God’s mission isn’t just … from here 
to over there.  Friends new to Canada, we need you to share the Christian 
Story and live it out right here in post/anti-Christian Canada! 

• What God asks for most is that we have a willing heart.  The call of God 
rarely feels comfortable.  Where is God sending you: Across the street … 
or faraway?  Down the hall … or around the world?  To your sports team 
or classmates … or to a lost tribe or an unreached people group?  To 
witness right in your own home … or go to the ends of the earth?  
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• The question remains: Are you willing to go where God calls?   
• And I believe a profound yet simple response of “Here am I.  Send me” 

(8) rings sweet in the heart of God. 

C. <Slide>  God always equips those who answer His call.  
• Transformed by God, Isaiah is equipped to reflect to the world the God 

he’s called to represent.  
• Like one commentator puts it, Q: “When we recognize how great our 

God is, how sinful we are, and the extent of God’s forgiveness, we 
receive power to do his work.” —NIV Life App, p.1178 

• You may say: ‘Surely I need to be a better Christian before God could 
send me?  I’m afraid I’m not good enough.’  Or you may be thinking, 
Don’t I have to be a professionally-trained pastor or missionary to go 
out on missions?  I fear I wouldn’t know what to do or say.’   

• Simply not true.  Though there is some growth and training involved, I 
believe these fears keep many Christ-followers on the ‘sidelines.’ 

• The Lord says to His people Israel, to the prophet Isaiah, and to us:  
o “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I 

am your God.  I will strengthen you and help you; I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand.” —Isaiah 41:10 

• God promises to equip and fill those who answer His call.  What God 
asks most is that we be willing to go.  He will do the rest.  [Paul & Jina, 
hold onto this truth.]   

• ILL—Though, in my almost 54 years on the planet, I haven’t probably 
tried every adventure this world has to offer, in my opinion, there is 
nothing that remotely compares with the satisfaction that comes from 
joining God in His mission to point others to Jesus and His love.  Amen.  

• I invite the team to come forward now to lead us in worship response. 
• Let’s pray.  <Prayer> 
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