
Distance – When Your Name Is Isaac 

1. I find the Bible endlessly fascinating. I think it is amazing what is not 
in there – books on worship, endless rules, lines on the road. I also 
find it fascinating what IS in there. 

a. Not just the obvious stories of the rape of Tamar or Rabshakeh 
talking about drinking urine.  

b. I’m talking about complaints, failures, sins of the heroes, and 
brokenness.  

c. Look at the Book of Psalms. It was Jesus’ songbook along with 
the rest of the Jewish nation for many hundreds of years. Of its 
150 psalms, 61 are entirely psalms of lament and 6 more are 
mostly laments.  

d. Look at the story of Jeremiah. How do we have Christian 
churches that teach a health and wealth gospel or “name it and 
claim it” when Jeremiah is in the Bible? 

 

2. What about Lamentations? Isaiah has hope built into it but it also has 
long periods of prophecies about unanswered prayers, unheard cries, 
and devastation. We see Paul telling Timothy to use a little wine and 
talking about Epaphroditus’ illness. What happened to the mass 
healings?  

 

3. Speaking of Paul, we see him dying alone after years of varying 
degrees of isolation. He writes that “all those in Asia have turned 
against me.” Would you have put that in the Bible? 
 

4. Or the Book of Hebrews, one of my favorites. We read the first half of 
the faith chapter and feel good but I almost never hear people read 
the second half that talks about a bunch of unnamed, unknown 
people who died horrible deaths…and that is declared a good thing! 
It’s like using Foxe’s Book of Martyrs as a recruiting tool.  
 



5. And then there are the stories that really need a good tweaking if we 
are going to keep our faith at the elementary level where every prayer 
is answered and everything is a part of God’s plan and we are happy, 
happy, happy all the time. Stories like the ones we are going to talk 
about.  
 

6. Let’s start with Abraham. Abraham was an absolute hero. Unless you 
look too closely. He sold out his wife twice to save his own skin. He 
failed to care for either son the way he should have. He sends one 
son and his secondary wife into the wilderness. Twice.  
 

a. He wasn’t the giant of faith we try to make him (though he 
probably did better than any of us would have). He often failed 
to follow through on his faith and he laughed when God told him 
that Sarah would have a son. (Sara laughed, and it seems he 
scoffed) 

b. And that became the son’s name: “he laughs” = Isaac.  

 

7. I want to talk about Isaac. What is it like to be raised by a legend of 
the faith? When you look at the life of Isaac you notice something: he 
kept God at arm’s length. His father engaged God regularly and in 
dramatic ways. His son, Jacob, would have his own issues with God 
but he didn’t hesitate to roll up his sleeves and wrestle God.  

a. Isaac sat most of his life on the other end of the pew from God. 
To him, God was not as safe and as close a friend as He was 
to his father.  

b. It might have something to do with Mount Moriah.  

 

8. We know the story: God tells Abraham to go to a distant mountain 
and there sacrifice his son, the son of promise that he waited most of 
a century to get. Would you have put this in the Bible?  



a. Many rabbinical sources say it was Satan, not God, who tested 
Abraham. They just can’t find a way to make this work 
otherwise.  

b. The standard rabbinical teaching is that Isaac was not a boy at 
this time, but 37 years old. Maybe having a 37 year old who is 
still living at home makes killing him more palatable.  

c. Richard Dawkins and the atheists he leads run to this story to 
paint God as a savage, primitive, Middle Eastern deity no better 
than any of the gods of the Philistines or Moabites.  

 
 

9. Most Christian scholars say Isaac was in his late teens at the time of 
the hard-explain-trip to Mount Moriah. Regardless, this story bothers 
us and it should. It certainly bothered Isaac.  

a. It is my opinion that this is why Isaac kept God at arm’s length 
the rest of his life.  

b. God seems to have accepted this and not held it against Isaac. 
Isaac was the only patriarch to stay his entire life in Canaan. He 
tried to leave once and God told him no. God didn’t ask Isaac to 
do any of the great things He demanded of Abraham or Jacob. 
Why? I think it was because of Moriah.  

c. It isn’t easy to be the child of a legend, especially when their 
mission endangers your childhood or your life. (books written by 
2nd generation CoC children about leaving the CoC) 

d. The Preacher Kid phenomena is well known. Not all preacher 
kids are going to be difficult and distant from God, but enough 
of them are to make us pause.  

 

10. I am Isaac. My father heard the call right as the Korean War 
was winding down. He went from zero faith to full blown, all in, buy 
the entire system faith in nothing flat.  

a. I owe him. He pulled our family out of generations of poverty 
and brought faith to a family that had none. Before his passing 
in March 2019, I told him several times that if I had been born 



first, he STILL would have been born in poverty and without 
faith. I know me – I didn’t have his drive or his work ethic.  

b. When my father became a minister (and switched sides) he 
took it all in and put God ahead of all other things. And family 
was recruited to share that same call in every way.  

c. I memorized the Jule Miller filmstrips and did everything but the 
ding. No time for Little League or Boy Scouts or anything other 
than being available to teach Bible classes, go to meetings, 
sing at singings, and perform. 

d. Perform? Oh, yes. I was never asked nor allowed to back out. 
To say you didn’t want to preach or read or go teach a class 
was the same as denying God, the faith, and the church.  

e. My father drew so near to the fire of God that, unknown to him, 
the family got burned. (Parris Island, giving away Duncan’s 
books) 

 

11. I was Isaac. I believed in God but, to me, He was not the voice 
from the fire or the voice that walked with us in the Garden. He was a 
hard driving force that didn’t approve of people like me who had too 
many questions and didn’t fit in the lines I was told He drew.  

a. Maybe you are Isaac, too.  

 

12. Maybe you find yourself around prayer champions. They love to 
pray and it seems that God hangs on their every word and brings 
them answers to their prayers, blessings on their doorstops, and 
straightens their children’s teeth. But it doesn’t work that way for you.  

a. Isaac and Rebekah married when he was 40. The scripture tells 
us that they were not able to have children for many years. 
Then, Isaac prayed and they got Esau and Jacob.  

b. Question: why did it take Isaac so long to pray? I think you have 
to go back to Mount Moriah. His father’s faith was so strong and 
it moved them about so much and it hit the family so hard that 



Isaac’s first instinct wasn’t to go to God, but to keep God out 
there, somewhere safe.  

c. And when God gave Isaac and Rebekah sons, he gave them 
two at once! This was a huge blessing from God. God was 
letting Isaac know that He loved him, was glad to hear from 
him, and would respond to him.  

d. But there is little indication that Isaac moved closer to God. He 
certainly didn’t play much of a role in the lives of his sons. That 
is a common problem – men whose fathers drove them 
relentlessly often fail to give their sons any discipline or 
guidance.  

 

13. I’m not sure I would have put any of this in the Bible… but God 
did. Let’s think about what that means for awhile.  

a. Are you Isaac? You are if drawing close to God burned you and 
you retreated.  

b. You are if your parent’s faith became a burden – and such a 
burden to you that you have struggled to keep your faith or, at 
least, to make it alive and meaningful to you.  

c. You are if you came under the influence of someone whose 
faith demanded things of you that you just couldn’t bear (the 
woman whose husband lectured her for not wanting to go back 
to the mission field).  

d. You are Isaac if you look around during communion or during 
some songs and see tears and chills and wonder “what’s wrong 
with me?” 

e. You are Isaac if you are so afraid of doing something wrong –– 
that you do very little.  

 

14. And yet… God blessed Isaac. Paul would use Isaac as a 
symbol of Christian liberty in contrast to Ishmael who symbolized 



slavery. That is the only real kudo he gets in the New Testament. 
Hebrews and James use him only to illustrate how great his dad was.  

a. But God didn’t leave him out. He gave him Rebekah. He gave 
him sons. 

b. And Isaac learned the power of blessing from these gifts. As 
faulty as he was, as distant as he was, and as burned as he 
was, he approached his sons and gave them a blessing.  

c. We always focus on the fraud that Jacob committed with 
Rebekah’s help, but we need to back up a bit and notice 
something: Isaac had faith in the ultimate goodness of God. 

d. Even when his life had not been full of joy in faith, Isaac 
believed. He believed so much that he wept when he thought 
he had no further blessing to give to Esau. 

e. But he found one to give anyway. He went deep and found faith 
enough to pass on to his sons.  

f. His sons would have a hard road but one day they would meet 
in the middle of nowhere and there, where we would expect 
conflict and blood and pain, both sides offered grace and 
acceptance. 

g. They got that from somewhere. You see, even Isaacs have 
something to offer this world.  

 

15. God will never demand from you more than you can give. And 
He knows you. Psalm 139. He understands the why. He will gently 
woo you so that your life will end in blessing. You may never have the 
reputation or reknown of those around you, but you will be esteemed 
by God who has time for you, space for you, and a place for you in 
His house.  

 

16. Are you Isaac? Trust God. It wasn’t His idea to burn you. He is 
waiting for you, never tiring of waiting for you. CS Lewis once 



described the Christ figure, Aslan, in his Narnia books as “He is good, 
but he is not safe.” 
 

a. God is not safe, but He is not one dimensional. He would work 
with you and woo you. Scoot a little closer to Him and see what 
He can do with the faith that remains in you.  

b. He doesn’t need you to be a hero or a giant. He can use a 
jawbone of an ass. He can use a small pot of oil. He can use a 
stick in the hands of an 80 year old shepherd. And if God can 
find a use for Balaam’s ass, He can find a use for you.  

c. People who are Isaac are welcome in His arms.  


