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Welcome to Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church 
January 1st, 2023 

Name of Jesus 
 

From the beginning, through baptism, we are called Christian. We are “Christ-
ened” at the font. Bearing Christ’s name, we share the same Father and are 
invited to address this parent intimately: Abba! Jesus bears our sins in humble 
obedience to the will of God. Today we pray that the mind of Christ, whose 
name we bear, would be our own. It is a good way to begin, again, another 
year. 

 
Welcome: Welcome to Lord of Life Lutheran Church. This is a safe space to bring your 
whole self. If there are ways we can make participation in worship easier for you, we will 
do our best to accommodate.  
 
Worship: Masks: DuPage County community level is HIGH. Since we are at the high 
level, masks are recommended in our building.  
Communion: All are welcome to share in Holy Communion. Individual packets available 
near the entrance to the worship center.  
Passing of the Peace: It is ok to greet those sitting near you. Please remember people 
have different levels of personal space which may vary from day to day and situation to 
situation. You can be respectful by asking, “May I hug you?” or “Would you like a 
handshake.”   
Physical Distancing: It is still important to be aware of distancing. Pews along the sides 
of the church near the stained-glass windows are for people who want space; please space 
yourselves accordingly.  
 
For those worshiping from home: Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps a table. You will 
need your communion packet, this service folder, and if your phone is convenient, you can 
use it to pass the peace. Lighting a candle hallows your worship place. We distribute 
packets of pre-consecrated bread and wine (gluten free option is available) for those who 
call the church office. We are here for you! 
 
Children Welcome: Kids of all ages are welcome in service, and we celebrate their 
joyful wiggles and giggles! There are kids bags in the back of the sanctuary.  
 
Information, service & liturgy instructions are shown in italic or bold italic type on the 
following pages. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the leaders are shown in plain type. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the assembly are shown in bold type. 
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PRELUDE 
 
Gathering 
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Word made flesh, 
our life and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
God of life, 
you promise good news of great joy for all people, 
and call us to be messengers of your peace. 
We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 
our resources, and our security. 
We nurture conflict and build barriers. 
We neglect the needs of our neighbors 
and ignore the groaning of creation. 
Have mercy on us. 
Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 
Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 
Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 
Renew us with your grace 
and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 
Amen. 
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Hear the good news: 
We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 
Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 
shall know the salvation of God. 
 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN             What Child Is This                 Hymn 296  

 
 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
and also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a 
sign of our salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the 
world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Assembly is seated  
 
YOUNG AT HEART SERMON               Pastor Adam Dowd 
 
Word 
 
First Reading:  Numbers 6:22-27 
 
God commanded Aaron to say these words, known as the Aaronic 
benediction, in blessing the people of Israel. We too are marked with 
God’s name and God’s blessing as we are sent from our assemblies into 
the world. 
 
22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, 
saying, Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 
 24The LORD bless you and keep you; 
 25the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
 26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
 27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 
 
Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm:  Psalm 8 
 
    1O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 
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 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of 
infants and children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe 
and avenger. 
 3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
 4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
  human beings that you should care for them?   
 5Yet you have made them little less than divine; 
  with glory and honor you crown them. 
 6You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under their feet: 
 7all flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts of the field, 
 8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
 9O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Second Reading:  Galatians 4:4-7 
 
Paul proclaims the ultimate significance of the nativity: Jesus was born 
the Son of God so that, because of him, we all may be God’s children. 
 
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so 
that we might receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, 
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also 
an heir, through God. 
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Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 

                               Praise God, Whom All Blessings Flow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE GOSPEL READING:   Luke 2:15-21 
 
The holy gospel according to Luke, the Second chapter. 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
 21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and 
he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived 
in the womb. 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
All are seated. 
 
SERMON        Pastor Adam Dowd 

 
HYNM OF THE DAY    My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less  Hymn 597    

                
Response to the Word   
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
With the whole Church, let us confess our faith using the words of the 
Apostle’s Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

All are seated. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray 
for the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 
 

Holy God, you have given the church the holy name of Jesus, and in him 
we are your beloved children. Unite us in mission through the power of his 
Spirit. Make us worthy of the name we bear, the name in which we pray. 
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
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Renewing God, restore your glory to the earth. Awaken humanity to our 
kinship with all living things that depend on your provision. Teach us to 
care for the earth and safeguard its treasures for those who come after us. 
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Peacemaking God, reconcile the nations. Lead those in conflict into 
negotiation, especially in areas of religious or ethnic strife. End acts of 
aggression and violence carried out in your name. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Delivering God, rescue our siblings in any danger, especially in 
communities where disaster and disease threaten. Move those in authority 
to respond with speed and compassion. We pray for the safety of first 
responders, health care workers, and all who protect us. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Healing God, raise up any who are bowed down with illness or sorrow. 
Deepen our care and concern for one another. We lift to you all who are 
undergoing transition in relationships, occupation, living situation, or 
health condition especially Art, Kerry, Jim, Roberta, Caryl, Gale, Don, 
Ron, Nancy and Cor. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Saving God, redeem us and grant us eternal peace. We give thanks for the 
faithful departed who now rest in your undying love, made known to us in 
Jesus our Emmanuel. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we 
commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of God. 
Amen. 
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THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets one another in the name of the Lord with phrases like 
“Peace be with you.”  If you have your phone available text a word of 
peace to someone who is worshipping alone. 
 
OFFERING AND PRAYER  
 
Offering Reflection 
 
The offering plate is brought forward as a sign of the good gifts, ourselves 
included, God has given us.  
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Offering Prayer 
 
God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 
and gather us at your table of celebration. 
Strengthen us to share with all the world 
the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
Meal 
 
The assembly stands as they are able.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PREFACE AND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER… 
 join their unending hymn 
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 The minister continues the eucharistic prayer. 
 
….We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever.  
Amen 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Glory to God in the highest! 
Come to the table of peace. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
All are seated. As we sing Lamb of God, please take time to prepare 
yourselves and your communion elements. 

 
 

 
 
  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
God our redeemer, 
you have fed us at this table 
with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 
As you have gathered us in joy, 
send us forth as messengers of your peace. 
Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Sending 
 
BLESSING  
 
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy, 
The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  Hymn 288 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Christ the Savior is born! 
Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
From Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 by Gia Publications, Inc. Used by  
permission. All rights reserved.  
From PODCAST and PRINT STREAMED WITH. PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-715297 
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 166234  
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Eucharistic Prayer- Nathan Nettleton, used with permission 
Litanies of Welcome and Farewell-Interim Ministry Network, Baltimore, Maryland 

 
 
 
 
 



16 
 

We thank you for your ministry here today: 

Presiding Minister                                                Pastor Adam Dowd 
Assisting Minister             Toni Blesy 
Organist                                           Jim Eckwall 
Reader      Jon Silkaitis 
Greeters     Marilynn Sells 
Ushers Bruce and Arlene Danielson   
Video                                                                   Sherry Sejnost  
 

 
Announcements – 1-1-2023 

This month the Wine and Candles are provided by Connie Allekian 
 
2023 Offering Envelopes are ready for you to pick up.  They are on the 
table in the Narthex. 
 
Lunch Bunch In January, we will meet at Longhorn, 708 Janes Ave, 
Bolingbrook, on Tuesday, January 10th at 11:30 am. If you are 
interested in attending, please RSVP to Elaine Sherman at 630-783-0684. 
 
Feed My Starving Children On January 14th from 2:00 pm to 3:45 
pm LoL has a set time to volunteer at Feed My Starving Children. We 
will be hand-pack rice, soy, dried vegetables and a nutritionally 
complete blend of vitamins and minerals into bags which are then 
sealed, boxed, placed on pallets and shipped to reach the neediest 
children around the world. We can meet at the church and carpool 
together. You can register online at http://www.fmsc.org/join-
group?joincode=3BXKM7 or you can sign up at church or by calling 
the church office at 630-323-3161.  
 
Please pray for members:  
Jim Eckwall  Cor Peterson  Roberta Sejnost  
Caryl Schaer   Gale Dyskie  Don Dibbern  
Ron Matta  Nancy Swanson  Art Kardatzke 
Kerry Spitznagle  
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A full list of relatives, friends and military personnel for whom we pray 
is emailed weekly on Friday. A list will also be printed in the bulletin 
the first Sunday of the month. 
 
Help undecorate the church We will be taking down the Christmas 
Trees on Sunday, January 8th after church.  Come join us. 
 
Last Week’s Giving - $30,277.53 
 

THIS WEEK AT LORD OF LIFE 
  
Sunday         1/1 10:00 AM    Worship  

2:00 PM    Loving Word Worship 
Tuesday       1/3  5:15 PM    OA 
    7:00 PM  Troop 56 
Wednesday 1/4 7:00 PM     AA 
Friday           1/6 9:30 AM    Card Group   
Saturday  1/7 9:00 AM  SDA 
Sunday         1/8 10:00 AM     

11:00 AM Christian Education  
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