
  



Our first readings are taken from the first portion of the Bible, also 

known as the Hebrew Bible or the Old Testament. 

 

Isaiah can be divided into two (and possibly three) parts. Chapters 1 to 39 

were written before the exile, from about 740 BC to about 700 BC. These 

were difficult times for the southern kingdom, Judah: a disastrous war was 

fought with Syria; the Assyrians conquered Israel, the northern kingdom, in 

723 BC, and threatened Judah. Isaiah saw the cause of these events as 

social injustice, which he condemned, and against which he fought 

valiantly. Chapters 40 to 66 were written during and after the Exile in 

Babylon. They are filled with a message of trust and confident hope that 

God will soon end the Exile. Some scholars consider that Chapters 56 to 66 

form a third part of the book, written after the return to the Promised Land. 

These chapters speak of hope and despair; they berate the people for their 

sin, for worshipping other gods. Like Second Isaiah, this part speaks of the 

hope that God will soon restore Jerusalem to its former glory and make a 

new home for all peoples. 

Exodus is the second book of the Old Testament, and is part of the 

Pentateuch, the first five books of the Bible. Jews refer to these books as 

"The Torah". At times, they are referred to as "The Law", although "Torah" 

means teaching. Exodus centres on the rescue of God's chosen people from 

captivity in Egypt and the making of the great covenant, or agreement with 

God, at Mount Sinai. 

Deuteronomy is a book of instruction, or torah. It is the fifth book of the 

Bible. It recasts Israel's mission and destiny, mostly by restating the history 

of the people recorded in the first four books. It emphasizes teaching and 

learning for all generations. Moses speaks on God's behalf, with authority, 

to the assembled people of Israel, as they prepare to enter the Promised 

Land. 

 



On most Sundays, we also read or hear a Psalm. During the season of 

Epiphany, we will hear the Psalms chanted, this reflects how many of 

the Psalms were used from their origin. 

 

Psalms are a collection of collections. The psalms were written over many 

centuries, stretching from the days of Solomon's temple (about 950 BC) to 

after the Exile (about 350 BC.) Psalms are of five types: hymns of praise, 

laments, thanksgiving psalms, royal psalms, and wisdom psalms. Within the 

book, there are five "books"; there is a doxology ("Blessed be ... Amen and 

Amen") at the end of each book. 

 

 

Our second reading is from the later half of the Bible which includes 

the Gospels and a number of letters sent to the early churches.  

 

Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians addresses Christians in Corinth 

which was a major port and commanded the land route from the 

Peloponnesus peninsula to central Greece. An industrial and ship-building 

centre, it was also a centre for the arts. Its inhabitants came from far and 

wide. In this epistle, Paul answers two letters he has received concerning 

lack of harmony and internal strife in the Corinthian church, a church he 

had founded. Paul wrote this letter from Ephesus (now in Turkey), probably 

in 57 AD. 

The Second Letter of Peter was written because the author realized that 

he was approaching death and wished to leave to his fellow Christians a 

testimony: a statement of what being a Christian entails, how they should 

live in order to be judged worthy of the kingdom when Christ returns. Most 

scholars believe that the author was not Peter because, from internal 

evidence, it was not written until at least 90 AD, by which time Peter was 

dead. For example, it refers to Paul's letters as "scripture". His letters only 

became part of the collection of Christian writings long after Paul's death. 

 



Our last reading most Sundays comes from one of the four Gospels 

(Mark, Matthew, Luke, and John). We use the Revised Common 

Lectionary to determine what readings we have each Sunday. It is a 

three year cycle and we are currently in Year A which pulls most of the 

Gospel readings from the Gospel of Matthew. 

  

The Gospel of John is the fourth gospel in the Bible. Its author makes no 

attempt to give a chronological account of the life of Jesus (which the other 

gospels do, to a degree), but rather "...these things are written so that you 

may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

through believing you may have life in his name." John includes what he 

calls signs, stories of miracles, to help in this process. 

 

The Gospel of Matthew is the first Gospel in the New Testament, but it 

was probably the second to be written. Scholars recognize that it borrows 

material from Mark, and from a sayings source containing sayings of Jesus 

and known as Q (for Quelle, German for source). The author shows an 

understanding of Jewish culture and religion not found in the other 

gospels. It was probably written about 80 to 90 AD, possibly for a largely 

Jewish audience. 
 

 

 

These Biblical book summaries are written by Chris Haslam, a lay member 

of All Saints by the Lake, Dorval, Quebec and a student of theology in his 

retirement. He began putting together lectionary comments for his own 

parish (then St James the Apostle in Montreal) in the mid-1990s. Since then, 

they have been offered online and used by many congregations and 

preachers. We are using his short introductions for readers in our bulletin to 

help set the context for each of the readings.  

 

See: 

http://montreal.anglican.org/comments/?fbclid=IwAR1RQ6yVAQxIXFZLZhel

uQJ6NX7swM_ao5xDpuwPQ9tJZfYPdQDrMOCNtQ0  
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