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Jesus Revealed to be Found  
Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 40:1-11, John 1:29-42 
In the Old Testament book of Isaiah, we hear, within the prophetic words of comfort and promise 
made to the people in exile, that God has a great plan to restore his people.  Most amazing is that 
the one to bring this great rescue and restoration will be birthed from among the people, and 
given a name by God whilst still in the womb; and he will be one who will speak with great power 
with a tongue like a sword — though he will be a servant, he will also be the Son of God, as the 
reference to arrows kept in the father’s quiver alludes to in Isaiah 49:2. 

This true and faithful servant, ‘Israel’, will bring glory to God, and, despite apparent failure, he will 
bring back Jacob and much more, for just restoring Israel would be too light a task for this mighty 
servant of God — he will also embrace all the nations.  

“I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the 
earth.”  Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply 
despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up; princes, 
and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of 
Israel, who has chosen you.” 

Isaiah 49: 6-7

This amazing plan of redemption is pronounced and revealed to a broken people.  A nation 
occupied by the Babylonians, with many leaders taken into exile for generations.  A proud people 
broken and brought low.  The temple Solomon, built for God to dwell with his people, was 
desecrated, and the walls of the holy city destroyed, before its people were taken into exile far 
away in Babylon. 

How can any of our troubles ever compare with their plight?  Though we might at times feel we 
are in exile waiting, surrounded by evil and godlessness, not belonging to this world, God has us in 
his hands.  He has given us his Son.  In Jesus, we have seen the salvation promised long ago.  We are 
not alone; we are not forgotten; we are His beloved, the redeemed bride of Christ.

The exiles sat in dark despair, surrounded by the graven images and false Gods of their captors.  
They hear Isaiah's words of hope and rescue.  Their God hasn’t forgotten them — he promises to 
send one who will not only restore them, but who will cause all the nations to benefit from his 
work as God’s servant.  Kings and rulers of the world will stand in his presence, bow down to him, 
cast down their crowns and worship him.  There is no detail of when or exactly how this will 
occur.  Like any promise of God, it not only brings rejoicing and hope but calls for trust and 
patience.  God makes a promise; faith believes it, hope anticipates it, patience quietly awaits it. 

Even when the people were returned to the promised land, following the fall of the Babylonian 
Empire to the Persians, there is no obvious Messiah.  The Persian king Cyrus the Great gave them 
freedom and assisted them in returning home to re-establish the walls of the city and the temple in 
538 BC, but he doesn’t fit the description of the Messiah.  He was an instrument of God, but no 
Son of God, not able to put right all the wrongs of the past. So they waited; and in waiting they 
forgot: they wandered far from the instructions of the law like sheep without a shepherd.  That’s 
the trouble with waiting.  As we wait, we need to be reminded of what and for whom we are 
waiting.  Waiting for God requires faith in Him, in His character, in his promises. 
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Over time, the people become subject to the cruel occupation of the Roman Empire.  There is 
darkness and sadness and waiting.  When would God reveal his chosen one?  The words of the 
prophet Isaiah remain, but following Malachi, there had been no prophet in Israel for 400 years.  
Before long in the desert was heard a voice calling, ‘’Prepare the way for the Lord!’’  The hearts of 
the people were stirred to repent their unworthiness, and they responded to the call by his 
forerunner John the Baptist to make straight their living in preparation for the coming Messiah. 

Last week, we celebrated the baptism of Jesus by John the baptist, and even more so our baptism 
into Christ.  This Jesus, who stood anonymously among those being baptised, turned out to be the 
one.  His name, “God saves” holds potential; but that title “Lamb of God” and his humble 
submission to a baptism identifying with the need of God’s people to repent — that didn’t sound 
like a candidate for Israel’s restoration, one to whom rulers of the world will bow.  

But God’s ways are not our ways, and he revealed his 
means of salvation in the humble service and sacrifice 
of his Son.  Through Isaiah and other prophets, he 
revealed the wide scope of his plan of salvation.  At 
Jesus’ baptism, he identified Jesus as the one long-
promised and long-yearned and waited for.  “This is my 
son with whom I am well pleased!” and the Holy Spirit 
in the form of a dove also testified to Jesus as God’s 
chosen Messiah — the Christ. 

Today from John, we hear that in the days following his 
baptism as Jesus walked among the crowd, John the Baptist testified about Jesus being the ‘Lamb of 
God’ who takes away the sin of the world, not just once but twice (see John 1:32 & 1:36).  He also 
told how Jesus will baptise with the Holy Spirit.  As a result of his testimony about Jesus, two of 
John’s disciples went to Jesus and stayed with him after asking where he was staying.  Their 
question showed they understood that, in order to learn from Jesus, they had to dwell/abide with 
him, and He with them.  Having Jesus revealed to them by John, they found him and stayed with him 
for the day.

Last week, Sue Westhorp preached about our baptism into Christ and how by His name we have 
new names and a new Identity as the children of God.  She also shared the importance of living out 
that identity in the way we glorify God and proclaim his salvation plan and means.

One of these two who heard John speak about Jesus, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother.  He found his brother Simon, and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means 
Christ).  He brought him to Jesus.  Jesus looked at him, and said, “So you are Simon, the son of 
John?  You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter in Aramaic).

Having found Jesus, Andrew brought his brother Simon to Jesus.  We are also to bring others to 
Christ, that they may find a new life and identity in him. 

We are to bring others to Jesus.  In coming to Jesus, some find him and are changed as they abide 
with him.  This is the work of the Holy Spirit, not our doing; but we are to give our testimony and 
invite people to come to him.  They are free to either reject him or worship him. 

Next week we will examine how Jesus reveals himself through his word, and then calls us to 
discipleship.  A call not only to know him, but to follow him in making him known to the nations.  
Discipleship involves waiting on the Lord.  Though we no longer wait for Jesus to be revealed to us, 
God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ is ongoing and we wait, and pray and work as we wait 
so that Jesus is known by all the nations of the earth, and every knee (kings and rulers included) 
will bow and every tongue confess that “Jesus Christ is Lord!”
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As we wait for our prayers to be answered and our troubles to be over, we can rejoice with King 
David that God indeed has already raised us with Christ out of the pit of judgement and death, and 
set our feet upon the solid ground of Christ’s work and righteousness.  Having been given that sure 
eternal gift, we can wait with patience on God’s timing and wisdom to relieve and rescue us from 
the things that trouble us in this life.

With joy we sing a new song, and continue to put our trust in God.  How good it is, how right it is 
for the creature to praise the creator, for the redeemed to praise the redeemer.  For as David says, 
“Your thoughts towards us [are] more than can be counted”. 

David knew that God thought about him, and his people.  God thinks about us favourably!  Go 
from this house of worship today, assured that God thinks favourably about you.  That his plan of 
salvation includes you, as He works to bring his kingdom of grace and healing to all people. 

Let’s pray:

Thank you Heavenly Father that your thoughts towards me are full of favour, beautiful and 
blessed, not because I am wonderful or worthy, but because I am in Christ Jesus.  Help me 
to praise you for the salvation I have freely received which you desire for all people, and 
for your kingdom not yet fully revealed.  In my trials, give me wisdom to determine the 
balance between waiting passively trusting completely in you, versus using the means and 
gifts that you provide us in this world to help ourselves.  Send your Spirit to empower our 
witness and working towards justice and equity for others, whilst there is yet time to do 
so.  Amen.

Video of the service including the above address: https://youtu.be/Up3XIkPanDc
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