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Sermon: Revive Us Again: Revival From Dead Places (Come Forth) 

Lesson Text   

Ezekiel 37:11–14 (KJV)11 Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house 

of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our 

parts. 12 Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my 

people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you 

into the land of Israel. 13 And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your 

graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your graves, 14 And shall put my spirit in you, 

and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own land: then shall ye know that I the LORD 

have spoken it, and performed it, saith the LORD. 

John 11:38–44 (KJV)38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a 

cave, and a stone lay upon it. 39 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him 

that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. 40 

Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the 

glory of God? 41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And 

Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 42 And I knew 

that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may 

believe that thou hast sent me. 43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, 

Lazarus, come forth. 44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with 

graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, 

and let him go.  

Introduction 

2023 is the year in which we Rebuild what was torn down, Revive what has lost life, and 

Restore what was taken away. 

To date, we’ve studied the revival of our valleys, dry bones, and life-giving breath.  

● Revival of the Valley (Carried To, Through, and Out of the Valley) 

● Revival of the Dry Bones (Prophesy Vision, Life, and Strength to the Dry Bones) 

● Revival from the Four Winds (N-Isolation, S-Storms, E-Wilderness, W-Harvest) 

Let’s now look at the revival from our graves, from our dead places.  

A grave is a place of burial for a dead body, typically a hole dug in the ground and marked by a 

stone or mound.  A place where a broken or discarded object lies. 

It’s translated from the Hebrew word Qeber, meaning burying place, sepulcher, crypt, or tomb.  

These are all places that have become synonymous with death, broken, discarded, left for dead.  

There are times in our lives where we feel like we’re living in a graveyard, a dead place.  
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Ezekiel 37: 11 Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: 

behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts.We have 

no vitality, our hope is lost, and our future is dead!”  They were living in a dead place. 

People who live in dead places live as if they expect to die because all they see is death.  They 

see no way out, so they feel trapped, until eventually they succumb to the death all around them.  

But revival is not just reviving your valley, your bones, and your breath, it is also about reviving 

the places that have left you for dead.  

Ezekiel 37: 12 Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my 

people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you 

into the land of Israel.  

God says I’m going to open your graves, pull you out of your graves, and take you away from 

your graves to your place of promise.  

Series and Sermon: Revive Us Again: Revival From Dead Places (Come Forth) 

“Open Your Graves, Come Out of Your Graves, and Leave Your Graves” 

I. Open Your Graves (Faith)     

Ezekiel 37: 12 Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my 

people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you 

into the land of Israel. 

One of the first things we must do in order to have a revival from our dead places is to have the 

faith to believe that we can get out of them.  

The people of God had lost faith in their destiny because they couldn’t see their future.  

Genesis 12: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name 

great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 

curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 

But when you are in a dead place and can’t see the future, you have to first take away the stone. 

John 11: 38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a 

stone lay upon it. 39 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. 

The stone represents the obstacles that prevent you from getting out.  And faith is removing the 

stone, even though you still can’t see your way out.  

John 11: 39 ... Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he 

stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. 

In other words, “What good is removing the stone, when he’s been dead for 4 days?”  “What 

good is taking away the stone, I’m too old, I’m too broke, I’m too hurt, I just can’t see it!” 
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2 Corinthians 5: 7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 

Taking away the stone is opening up a new bank account when you can’t get a job, getting a 

baby crib when you can’t get pregnant, looking for a house when you can’t get credit, 

expanding your ministry when you have no resources.  

Mark 9: 23 Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that 

believeth.  

24 And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help 

thou mine unbelief. 

“Lord open my grave, help me to remove the stones from my dead places!” 

II. Come Out of Your Graves (Works) 

Ezekiel 37: 12 Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my 

people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you 

into the land of Israel. 

Once the grave is opened, the stone has been removed, we must come out of the dead places.  

John 11: 43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 

To come forth means to obey the command and walk towards the light.  

● Isaiah 1: 19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 

● Psalm 27: 1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the 

strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

So why don’t people come out of their graves even when the stones have been removed?  

Because although they have faith, they have no hope.  

Hebrews 11: 1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 

Without hope, one’s faith is useless and dead. They stay in the marriage, but they’ve lost hope; 

they keep the job, but they’ve lost hope; they go to church, but they’ve lost hope.  

James 2: 20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 

Without hope, you stop trying, you stop working; and without work, you never get the reward.  

2 Thessalonians 3: 10 For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any 

would not work, neither should he eat. 

Revelation 22: 12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man 

according as his work shall be. 

You have to have that “Come Forth Faith!” 

Hebrews 11: 6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must 

believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
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Romans 4: 18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many 

nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. 19 And being not weak in 

faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, 

neither yet the deadness of Sara’s womb: 20 He staggered not at the promise of God through 

unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 21 And being fully persuaded that, what he 

had promised, he was able also to perform. 

Philippians 1: 6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you 

will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 

Psalm 138: 8 The LORD will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O LORD, endureth 

for ever: forsake not the works of thine own hands. 

III. Leave Your Graves (Future) 

Ezekiel 37: 12 Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my 

people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you 

into the land of Israel. 

● Open Your Graves by taking away the Stone of doubt with Faith 

● Come Out Of Your Graves by using your Works of Hope to go towards the Light  

● Leave Your Graves by getting free from what’s tying you to your graves. 

John 11: 44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his 

face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. 

Dead places want to keep you tied to your grave.  

But you can’t hang around dead places because they will pull you back into the grave.  

There are grave clothes and coverings that have you bound to your past, and if you don’t get 

free from them, you can’t get to your future.  

Jeremiah 29: 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of 

peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 

● Jeremiah 29: (NLT) 11 For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are 

plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 

“Let me go, I’ve got places to be!” 

1 Corinthians 2: 9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into 

the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 

John 14:11 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my 

Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 

place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 

myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 
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Midweek Study Lesson Plan (Sermon: Revival From Dead Places (Come Forth)) 

Lesson Text  

● Ezekiel 37:11–14, John 11:38–44 

Sermon Outline (Notes) 

I. Open Your Graves (Faith)      

 

II. Come Out of Your Graves (Works) 

 

III. Leave Your Graves (Future) 

 

Questions (What was your main takeaway from Sunday’s Sermon?) 

I. Getting to Know “Me” 

1. Where is your favorite place to go for a weekend getaway? 

 

2. What is one thing you enjoy doing alone? 

 

II. Into the Bible 

1. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-20, and answer the following:  a) How would you explain the reason that  

humans need to be reconciled to God? b) Describe the method of reconciliation?  c) What do you think 

believers are to do with the ministry of reconciliation? d) Is there a difference between the ministry of 

reconciliation and the word of reconciliation (explain your answer)? 

 

2. Read Ephesians 2:8-9 and James 2:20.  Both passages refer to works and to faith.  Are they saying the 

same thing?  If not, what is the difference between them? 

 

III. Life Application 

1. If Pastor Nichols had only five minutes to give an abbreviated version of Sunday’s sermon, which two 

points would you tell him to include no matter what?  Why should those two points be included? 

 

     2.   What has held you from breaking free from your past?  Could it be situations, beliefs, generational 

           mindsets, finances, education, etc.?  What are some strategies you will use to break free from your past  

           to your future? 
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