
 

January 15, 2023         –         “The Ripple Effect”        –         Acts 1:1-26 

 
Have you ever thrown a pebble into a pond and watch the ripples extend out?  It is amazing how far 
those ripples can reach!  When it comes to the impact of the Good News of Jesus, there is also a ripple 
effect to be observed.  Perhaps the greatest record of the expansion of the Gospel is the book of Acts.   
 

Proposition 

 
Over the next months we are going to be taking a journey through the book of Acts.  We are going to 
follow the Gospel as it spread from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria, and finally to the ends of the 
earth.  We will see how the Gospel was presented, received, and created incredible stories of 
transformation.  Last week we asked, “Why Church?”  In many ways this series will answer this more 
deeply…in three large sections. 

Church Established – Acts 1 - 7       Church Enlarged – Acts 8 - 12       Church Extended – Acts 13 - 28 

The book of Acts tells of the Church’s growth beyond history or mere travelogue.  It has something 
significant to say to Cornerstone as we “launch” our ministry from a physical space.  How do we take 
the notion of presence and footprint seriously, without our ministry becoming focused on bricks and 
mortar?  What does it mean to be a lighthouse to our community, without becoming self-absorbed? 
   
The answer, in part, is found in Acts 1:4-8.  As these first followers of Jesus were waiting on God (see 
v. 14, “joined together constantly in prayer”), what did they envision about their impact for God?  Jesus 
planted in their hearts the notion of a three-fold sphere of service – local, regional, global.  Let’s look at 
five key words as we explore Acts 1 today. 
 

[1]  The People 

 
Often called “The Acts of the Apostles” this book might be more accurately titled “The Continuing Acts 
of Jesus the Messiah, by the power of the Holy Spirit, through the Church”.  From Acts 1:1-4 (cf. Luke 
1:1-4) we know the author was Luke.  Acts is volume two of his “orderly account” (Luke 1:3) which he 
prepared for Theophilius.  Initially, Acts highlights leaders in Jerusalem like Peter, Stephen, Philip.  
Then leadership transitions to Paul and his missionary travels take up much of the book (chpts 13-28). 
 
Acts 1:9-11 documents the departure of Jesus from the earth.  We know from His teaching, particularly 
in John 14 and 16 that this was necessary for the Holy Spirit to engage and empower His followers.  
Consider carefully, Acts records Jesus “the Way” leaving.  Acts also records His followers becoming 
known as the “people of the Way” (9:2; 19:23; 24:14,22).  This was a “new way” and not a “new way”.  
The sermons of Peter, Stephen, and Paul bear out the continuity from OT prophetic anticipation the 
Messiah’s advent, ministry, death, burial, resurrection and now glorification!  His ministry did not end 
but became embodied in the Church! 
 

[2]  The Progression 

 
Jerusalem.  Judea and Samaria.  The ends of the earth.  Acts 1:8 spells out the progression of the 
Gospel…and the outline of the book.  What was required for such progression to take place.  Jesus’ 
disciples had just completed three years of intense training with Him.  The victory of the cross was 
behind them.  They spent forty days engaged with the risen Lord.  But Jesus said “wait”.  Acts 1:12-
14 tells us that they were in communication with God through prayer and waiting on Him. 
 
In Acts 2 we will see what they were waiting for – the day of Pentecost and the outpouring of the 
presence and power of the Paraklete, the Holy Spirit!  Until they were baptized with the Holy Spirit no 
strategy of Gospel expansion would have any lasting effect.  God had a plan for the progress, 
expansion, and growth of the Gospel.  In Colossians 1:6b we read that the Gospel was fruitful and 
growing!  About this amazing story of Gospel progression, G. Campbell Morgan writes, 



 

In the imperfect nature of the book there is a perfect system.  It is the story of the first movements of the Christian fact 
in the world; revealing principles, indicating methods, showing failure; and all in order that there might be at least one 
page of inspired Church history, which, men reading, might know the true meaning and mission of the Church in the 
history of the world.  (The Acts of the Apostles, Fleming H. Revell, 1924, 9) 

 

[3]  The Problems 
 

There are many challenges to the Church recorded in Acts.  Some were from external.  There was the 
Jewish religious establishment which continued to be angry at a Gospel of grace.  To be counter 
cultural in the 1st Century was to be counter-imperial!  Our society is more “1st Century” than we may 
think as secularism (paganism) is mainstream. 
 
The Church also faced internal problems, such as dishonesty, disunity, or the challenge of cultural 
conformity.  The 2022 survey “State of American Theology” (Life Way/Ligonier) reveals that: 
 

48% of evangelicals agreed that God changes, and so, His truth claims “evolve & adapt” to the changing times.  
26% of evangelicals agreed that the Bible contains “helpful myths” and should not be taken literally.  
38% of Evangelicals agreed that religious belief is a matter of Personal Opinion; not Objective Truth. 
58% of evangelicals agreed that God accepts the worship of all World Religions 
 

In his first blog of the new year, Steve Jones, Fellowship National director writes, 
 

How do we remain true to God’s Word and not be tempted to stray into one of two ditches while travelling on the 
“narrow road”? The two ditches are isolationism and judgmentalism….I pray we chose not to isolate ourselves by 
removing ourselves from society as our culture becomes increasingly hostile to the Gospel.….Secondly, I pray we not 
choose to become overly judgmental with the broader evangelical family in Canada, some of whom have begun to 
align themselves with overtly progressive views and agendas.  

 
These are the problems of Acts…purity and unity!  The Church has been navigating such waters since 
the day of Pentecost! 
 

[4]  The Proclamation 

 
According to Acts 1:8 our job is not to be religious experts but honest witnesses.  What we see in the 
early Church is courageous faithfulness to testify to the risen Lord Jesus Christ.  “We cannot stop 
speaking what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20).  Scottish revivalist Duncan Campbell wrote,   
 

I remember some years ago sailing past a lighthouse and coming away with the conviction that it is the light that 
matters. The lighthouse itself was imposing, the structure the work of a master; but that edifice could be as 
treacherous as the rock on which it was built but for the light. It was the light and not the structure that gave warning 
and direction. It is not merely what I say, nor what I do, but what I am that matters: that is the witness that is 
convincing. I have always believed that the greatest thing about us all is our unconscious influence, and that 
unconscious influence impregnated by the life of Jesus, should bring to mind the great saying of the Apostle: “That 
the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.”   read more    

 

[5]  The Possibilities 

 
In many instances, the book of Acts documents the amazing promise of Jesus in John 14:12:  “I assure 
you and most solemnly say to you, anyone who believes in Me as Savior will also do the things that I 
do; and he will do even greater things than these in extent and outreach, because I am going to the 
Father.” (AMPLIFIED)  What are the greater works that Jesus has designed for us to do? 
 

Conclusion  -  see Digging Deeper 

 
I believe this is a very pivotal point in the journey of Cornerstone.  As Eugene Peterson writes, 
“Perseverance is not the result of our determination, it is the result of God’s faithfulness” (A Long 
Obedience In The Same Direction, Eugene Peterson, IVP, 2000, 132-133).   

https://research.lifeway.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Ligonier-State-of-Theology-2022-White-Paper.pdf
https://www.path2prayer.com/revival-and-the-holy-spirit/duncan-campbell-revivalist

