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STORYTELLING 
ENGAGEMENT
Christ Manifests Among Us

MISSION 
SUPPORT

OPENING 

DEVOTION

Opening Leader: As, in one 

body, we have many members,

Response: So we, who are 

many, are one body in Christ

MISSION 
SUPPORT
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MISSION 
SUPPORT

O God, you revealed your Son to the nations 
by the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith 
to know your presence in our lives, and 
bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever

AmenThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

MISSION 
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EPIPHANY
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Ephesians 3: 7-12

7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s 

grace that was given me by the working of his power. 8 Although I am the 

very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the 

gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ 9 and to make 

everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who 

created all things, 10 so that through the church the wisdom of God in its 

rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that 

he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have access in 

boldness and confidence through faith in him.

Ever Wonderous God, you reveal 
yourself to us first in a tiny child, a youth 
in a synagogue, your son, beloved; with 
whom you are well pleased. Let your 
wisdom reveal your call to each of us to 
grow in connections, faith, justice and 
love. 

Amen
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 Explore our stories of faith and how they 
build connections and engage us

 Learn ways to celebrate faith stories 

 Hear about ways to connect with other 
stories across our greater church

 Celebrate our MINISTRY TOGETHER

Our Time 
Today

MISSION 
SUPPORT

My Story
When I think about my

faith journey, these
friends, mentors, leaders 

are what I think!

7

8



1/11/2023

5

Break Out 

 “I knew God was present in my life when…”

 Tell about a time when you used your gifts to 
encourage others in their faith - or when 
someone did that for you.

When you think about your faith journey, 
which friends, mentors, or leaders do you 
think of? What have you learned from them 
that has been helpful in your faith journey?

Choose ONE of these prompts, to 
tell a Faith Story:

MISSION 
SUPPORT

TURN OFF SLIDES
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Stories to 
Engage Us in 

Ministry & 
Each Other’s 

Faith

1. Try a simple 8-10 minute Podcast 
using Zoom & Venly (or just post on 
youtube)

: We gathered 12 people over a 3 month period and 
weekly posted a story.  
: We had a ‘Host” who really just welcomed the 
person, asked the opening question, probed for 
more information or ended at 10 min. 
: We recorded on Zoom and uploaded to Venly. 
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Stories to 
Engage Us in 

Ministry & 
Each Other’s 

Faith

2. Bring members together and do 
Speed “Going Around” Story Telling

: Set up tables with chairs on each side and cut out 
probing questions (not too deep).
: Folks line up on each side, first person grabs a slip, 
has a couple minutes to answer, then switch. 
: Then each side moves in opposite direction to do 
with another series. 

MISSION 
SUPPORT

Stories to 
Engage Us in 

Ministry & 
Each Other’s 

Faith

3. Bring members together in groups 
of no more than 8 and explore the 
new ELCA “Engaging Conversations” 
courseware

: Three Part series with a variety of questions to learn 
about others and explore faith questions
: It is an online tool or can do as a by reading or 
projecting questions
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MISSION 
SUPPORT

Stories to 
Engage Us in 

Ministry & 
Each Other’s 

Faith

4. SOFIA – Stories of Faith in Action 

: Highlighting the ways mission support transforms 
ministry across our whole church
: Annual online story booklet and videos 
https://www.elca.org/Resources/Stories-of-Faith-in-
Action/

MISSION 
SUPPORT

Embodies the vision of being 
church together for the sake of 
the world through listening, 
learning and building 
strong relationships in story, 
gratitude and connections
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Break Out 

 Think of a mission of your congregation, what 
partners come together and why do they 
care? 

Share a mission story from your synod that 
transforms folks. 

 Where have you been inspired to be 
especially generous in your offering?

Choose ONE of these prompts, to 
tell a Mission Story:

Opportunities 
to Gather in 

Story 

Join Us!

 Join our ELCA Mission Interpreter Facebook group: 
https://www.facebook.com/gail roups/elcamissioninterpreters

 Email Karen to get on MI mailing list: 
(karen.kretschmann@elca,org)

 Tuesday, Feb 7th 6-7pm CST Rev. Jake Jacobson 
presents "Rockin' the Front Porch, faith sharing for 
today". 

 Tuesday, April 18th 12:30-2pm or 6:30-8pm CST Join 
our ELCA Mission Support Team for a time of 
"Connecting with ELCA Story-Telling". 
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Response: Gracious God, we cannot begin 
to know all the ways we, as your church, 
respond to the needs of the world. We 
thank you for the generosity shared from 
across our church. Give us strength to 
respond to your call to live out our faith in 
service to our neighbors, near and far. In 
Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

Leader: Let us pray. 
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