
 Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry 
January 15, 2023 – Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Connecting people to people • people to faith • faith to life 
69 Mill Street • Athens, OH • (740) 593-3144 

info@clcathens.org • www.clcathens.org 

 
Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and 
see Christ revealed among us in word and meal. We go forth to invite others to come and 
worship the Holy One and to receive the gifts of grace and peace made known among us. 
     
WELCOME  (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
PRELUDE    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

http://www.clcathens.org/
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GATHERING SONG   Lift Every Voice and Sing (ELW 841) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through your 
grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 49:1-7 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 1Listen to me, O coastlands, 
  pay attention, you peoples from far away! 
 The LORD called me before I was born, 
  while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 
 2He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 
  in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
 he made me a polished arrow, 
  in his quiver he hid me away. 
 3And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
  Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
 4But I said, “I have labored in vain, 
  I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
 yet surely my cause is with the LORD, 
  and my reward with my God.” 
 
 5And now the LORD says, 
  who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
 to bring Jacob back to him, 
  and that Israel might be gathered to him, 
 for I am honored in the sight of the LORD, 
  and my God has become my strength— 
 6he says, 
 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
  to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
  and to restore the survivors of Israel; 
 I will give you as a light to the nations, 
  that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
 
 7Thus says the LORD, 
  the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
 to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 
  the slave of rulers, 
 “Kings shall see and stand up, 
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  princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 
 because of the LORD, who is faithful, 
  the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
1Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 
 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to 
be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
both their Lord and ours: 
 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you 
in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of 
every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you 
are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will 
also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL: John 1:29-42 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world!30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with 
water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but 
the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have 
testified that this is the Son of God.” 
 35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus 
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walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard him say this, 
and they followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What 
are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are 
you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, 
and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of the 
two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first 
found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated 
Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of 
John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Baptized in Water (ELW 456) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
We remember today the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and others who have gone before us in 
proclaiming all people to be children of God, deserving of freedom, equality, opportunity and 
respect.  Pray that we will draw inspiration and courage from their lives, the word of God and 
our siblings in Christ as we work to right the injustices that continue in our nation and 
throughout the world.  Help us to show no partiality with regards to nationality, race, ethnicity 
or gender for to do so is against the great commandment of love towards one another. 
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our country and its cultural and ethnic diversity, and for all in authority, that they 
will govern wisely and with due regard to the needs of all people.  We pray for all our people 
facing this new year without some of the basics of life that we take so much for granted.  We 
think of the homeless, the unemployed, the asylum seekers, the addicts, the ex-prisoners.  Lord 
Jesus who became a refugee from the oppression of Herod, be with all those who find 
themselves marginalized from our affluent society.  Support all who work to relieve their 
hardships and to restore their dignity. 
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the earth, the place you created for us.  Help us to use its resources wisely and to 
work to save endangered species.  Help us to learn to respect the forces of nature and learn 
how to be safe in the face of fire, flood and weather disasters, and let us take more seriously the 
urgency of addressing climate change. 
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the sick, at home, in the hospital or in hospice.  We think of the elderly, the 
housebound and those in care homes.  And we pray for all who care for their needs, both 
professionally and in the family.  Lord Jesus, who responds to the needs of all those who have 
faith; comfort and sustain those who are in need of your grace at this time.  As we share a 
moment of silence together, we bring before you those known only to ourselves and name 
them either aloud or in our hearts. 
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those who mourn the loss of loved ones, whether recently or some time ago.  Let 
the knowledge of your resurrection in glory be comfort to all those who mourn. 
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 
 
God of light, you came to earth to lift humanity and light our way to lives of peace.  Help us 
carry that light into the world so that all can see your goodness and love for the earth and for all 
people. 
AMEN 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
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THRIVE! MOMENT        Mike Cleland 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church app!  

 
OFFERTORY    “Keep Your Eyes on the Prize”  Pat Cambridge 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN Come Now, O Prince of Peace: Ososŏ, ososŏ (ELW 247) 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 
and gather us at your table of celebration. 
Strengthen us to share with all the world 
the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.clcathens.org/give
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DIALOGUE 

 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O holy God: 
you are the Life and Light of all. 
By your powerful word you created all things. 
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 
He is your Light, shining in our darkness 
and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 
his preaching and healing, 
his dying and rising, 
and his promise to come again, 
we await that day when all the universe 
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 
By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 
that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
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but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and taste the joy of God! 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
AGNUS DEI (ELW p. 154) 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing 
that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG     Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove (ELW 404) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: Stephen Chikosky; Asst/Lector: Susan Urano; 
Time with Children: Puppets!; Livestream: Kay Cleland; Greeter: Linda Sauer; Ushers: Mary Kay Kerber, Karl 
Runser; Acolyte: Melody Christiansen; Children’s Church: Lucy Crawford 


