
 

 

First Congregational Church, UCC 
110 North Third Street, River Falls, WI  54022 

715-425-2052  ◼  www.firstchurchrf.org  

As Jesus’ courageous disciples,  

living God’s grace, we strive to: 

◼ Worship faithfully 

◼ Welcome openly 

◼ Grow spiritually 

◼ Care passionately 

◼ Serve generously 

January 15, 2023 

Pastor’s Page 
Why do we do that? 

Many of you have noticed that    

we use a variety of creeds and 

statements of faith in our worship 

service each week.  Some are 

traditional while others are 

contemporary.  Some talk about 

the Christian faith in familiar  

ways, while others bring new    

light and perspective to the faith.  

There is a reason is this:  The 

Christian faith is bigger than any 

one creed or statement of faith.   

The original purpose of creeds  

was to give people a language to 

express their faith.  Who is God?  

What does God call us to do and 

be?  Who is Jesus?  What was so 

significant about his life and 

ministry, death and resurrection?   

Creeds and statements of faith are 

used to give us a vocabulary to 

express something that is beyond 

words, namely our faith in the  

God revealed to us in Jesus.    

Though our denomination claims 

the faith of the Apostle’s and 

Nicene Creeds, creeds in general 

have been used to divide people.  

Rather than being testimonies of 

the Christian faith, they have been 

used as tests to decide who is in 

and who is out.  When the four 

partner denominations merged in 

1957 to form the United Church  

of Christ, they chose, wisely I 

believe, to develop a Statement    

of Faith rather than a creed.  We 

still use that Statement of Faith 

today in worship.  It is part of 

about 10 that we regularly use in 

our worship.  Together they give  

us words to articulate what we 

believe as a people.  They provide 

images of how Christ wants us to 

live.  And they help guide us as 

individuals and as a congregation 

as we strive to live as Christian  

men and women.   

A display of each of these will be 

on the bulletin board in the 

Gathering Area later this month.  

Which is your favorite and why?   

In Gratitude, Pastor Chris  

Annual Meeting:  
Sunday, February 5 
The 2022 Annual Meeting of the 

church will be Sunday, February 5 

in the Fellowship Hall following 

the 10:00 am worship service.   

The Annual Meeting is the time 

the congregation receives updates  

from key committees and teams, 

passes budgets, received reports 

and elects officers.  Church 

committees and teams will talk 

about their accomplishments over 

the past year and plans for 2023.   

There will also be proposals for 

the congregation to approve to 

modestly support capital 

campaigns from the Wisconsin 

Conference and Back Bay 

Mission. We will also hear some 

good news about our Building 

Fund drive.     

We expect the meeting to begin   

at 11:15 am and run for slightly 

more than an hour.  We hope to 

livestream the meeting, though 

voting will be done in-person.  

Please pray for our current   

church leaders including our 

outgoing Moderator Joel Larsen, 

incoming Moderator Kathy Rausch 

and incoming Vice-Moderator 

Marie Roe.   

Please note our meeting is usually 

Super Bowl Sunday, but this year 

the game is a week later.   
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Learning Community Event:  

A Conversation about Christian Nationalism 
Since the founding of our nation, Christians have been concerned about the relationship between church    

and state. In recent years, this issue has gained intensity with the rise of the Christian Nationalist movement. 

Christian Nationalists co-opt the language and symbols of Christianity, using them for their own purpose 

including political gain, resulting in harm to both the Christian faith and American democracy.  

To understand this movement, members of First Congregational Church are invited to attend a Learning 

Community event on Tuesday, February 7, 6:30–8:30 pm, entitled “Christian Nationalism: What it Is, Why    

it Matters, and How We Can Respond.” The presenter will be The Rev. Rolf Olson, an ELCA pastor.    

Pastor Olson will provide an historical perspective of Christian Nationalism and compare it to Christianity   

and Jesus’ Way. The evening will include dessert and time for conversation. For more information or to 

register for the event, please contact Pastor Stacy or Pastor Chris.  

Inquirer’s Class 
Want to know more about 

First Congregational Church?  

Join us on Tuesday, January 

24 at 6:30 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall.  In this 90-minute gathering, 

you will meet other new folks, church leaders as 

well as get an overview of the church’s mission 

and ministry.   

After introductions and a tour of the church 

building, dessert will be served as church 

leaders share information about the church.   

Those who complete the class and wish to join 

the church as members will be received into 

church membership in February.  Join us!  

Financial Pledges for 2023 
On Sunday November 13 we dedicated our pledges for 

2023.  If you have not submitted your pledge sheet, 

please do so today so the church Trustees and Council 

can develop our budget to fully fund the programs and 

ministries of the church.  We ask three things of all 

church members, families and friends.  

1. If you do not pledge, please start this year.  

2. If you do pledge, please increase your pledge, even 

if just a little bit. 

3. Please sign up for e-giving so you will never have to 

write an offering check again! 

Thank you for your generosity.  Everything you see in 

the pages of this newsletter is powered through your 

generosity.  Thank you!  

Civil Rights Pilgrimage  
Our church has a history of pilgrimage trips.  In addition to the bi-annual mission trip to Back Bay Mission, 

our youth head to Boston to learn more about both their Congregational Church heritage and our nation’s 

history.  We also have led a Holy Land Pilgrimage to learn more about the biblical roots of our faith.   

This fall we will add a new experience — A Civil Rights Pilgrimage.  This 5 day pilgrimage will include stops in 

Atlanta, Birmingham, Selma and Montgomery.  We will literally be walking in the steps of history to learn 

more about our country and our Christian faith.  There will also be time to enjoy southern cuisine!   

The trip will take place in the end of October and an informational meeting will be held on Sun, January 22 

after worship.  Please contact Pastor Chris for info and use the sign-up sheet to register your interest.  Space is 

limited to 15 people.   



 

 
January 15, 2023                  3 

Cardboard City 
Following worship and Sunday School on January 29, families       

are invited to a “Cardboard City” event. We will provide snacks, 

cardboard, fasteners, lots of tape, and special kid-friendly tools that 

will cut cardboard but not people. Children should bring creativity 

and energy. Together we will make a city all out of cardboard.  

Please sign up on the sign-up table list or on the church website:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-

cardboard 

Sunday Morning Text Study 
Each Sunday morning, 9:00–9:50, people gather 

in the Youth Room to discuss the Sunday’s 

scripture texts. For more information, contact 

Pastor Stacy.  

Wednesday Night Family Meals 
Family meals will be on pause during January.  

We hope to resume in February!   

Adult Bible Study 
The Adult Bible Study Group meets Wednesday afternoons, 1:00–2:30 pm. This is an excellent opportunity 

to deepen your understanding of the Bible, your faith, and your connection to people in the congregation. For 

more information, talk with Pastor Stacy. 

Men’s Group 
The church Men’s Group meets every other Tuesday from 9:00—10:00 am for coffee, treats and conversation.  

Pastor Chris leads us in a brief devotion, gives us a topic to discus and we also have time to meet and catch up.  

Talk to Pastor Chris, Roger Kampstra or Brad Williams for more information.  

Next gatherings are January 24 and February 7 and 21.  Join us! 

Recent Pastoral Acts 
January 7 — Memorial Service for  

  Roger Hirstein 

Offering QR Code  
1. On your device, open your Camera 

app or QR Code app 

2. Point your camera at the QR Code 

3. Click tab ‘Give Online’ 

Hope for Creation Book Study 
Hope for Creation invites you to a community book study of The Home Place:  Memoirs of a Colored Man’s 
Love Affair with Nature by J. Drew Lanham.  The author is a poet, wildlife biologist and 2022 recipient of a 

prestigious MacArthur Fellowship.  “In me, there is the red of miry clay, the brown of spring floods, the gold  

of ripening tobacco. I am, in the deepest sense, colored.” From these fertile soils—of love, land, identity,  

family, and race—emerges The Home Place, an unforgettable memoir.  The book study meets three Tuesdays: 

February 21, 28 and March 7, 6:30-7:30 pm via Zoom.  An 'in-person' discussion hosted by Journey House  

will also be held at UWRF.  Please sign up for details by sending an email to hope4creationRF@gmail.com by 

February 17.  Each participant is responsible for securing their own copy of the book. Consider supporting a 

local business by purchasing the book from Fox Den Books (117 S. Main, River Falls) 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-cardboard
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-cardboard
mailto:hope4creationRF@gmail.com


 

 
January 15, 2023                  4 

 

High School Lock-in–Sat, Feb 18 to Sun, Feb 19—Come for an evening of fun activities. 

Anticipated start time 7pm.  High School students will serve Coffee Fellowship after 

church on Sun, Feb 19.   

Please sign up:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-high5 
 

Ash Wednesday Informational Meeting – February 22 – If you are interested in a June 

Mission Trip and July Boundary Waters Trip, please come to the informational meeting 

after the Ash Wednesday Service in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

Summer Boundary Waters Trip with anticipated dates of July 16-20 – Ages: Recommended 7th grade and up.  

Please reach out to Alex at rfyouthgroup@gmail.com if you have any questions about the trip.   

Please sign up:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-summer1 
 

Middle School Retreat to Action City – Late May – Any middle school students interested in a retreat to 

Action City/Waterpark in late May, please sign up here.  An official date will be selected based on interested 

students’ availability. Please sign up:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-middle10 

Note: We are at the beginning of a three year capital campaign that will do three things:  

1. Pay of our church building bank debt 

2. Upgrade our church audio and sounds systems 

3. Install a new church sign  

The total cost for these is approximately $495,000.  Pledges covering this amount have been received in our 

recent three-year capital campaign which began last year.  We will tackle each of these in the above order once 

the money from pledges is received.  Thank you for your faithful generosity!    

Church Staff Contact Info 
Pastor: Chris Myers—chris@firstchurchrf.org 

Education: Stacy Myers—stacy@firstchurchrf.org 

Mission: Deb Meyer—deb@firstchurchrf.org 

Office: Missy Luedtke—missy@firstchurchrf.org 

Youth: Alex and Sarah Plum—rfyouthgroup@gmail.com 

Music: Jamie Mills—degolierjamie@gmail.com 

Choir: Sarah Plum—sarah.e.plum.95@gmail.com 

Building: Farnum Fuller—farnumfuller@gmail.com 

Maintenance: Tim Bylander—timthefixitguy@gmail.com 

                                                  Dec 31, 2022 

    General Fund Income        $   504,131.59 

    General Fund Expenses       $   503,908.19 

         2022 Net Income       $          223.40 
 

            Jan 1, 2023 

    General Fund Income*       $    14,007.78 
 

    A full accounting of all income and expenses is available in  

    the church office. 
 

    *A new budget will be approved at the February 5th Annual  

    Meeting. 

Mortgage Summary—As of January 15, 2023 
Original cost of Facilities Expansion Project   $2,386,970.00 

Remaining amount on Bank Loan      $277,943.77 

Cash on hand in the Building Fund         $235,365.17 

Interest Rate (Locked in through January 2027)      3.39% 

Monthly Payment         $2,622.76 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-high5
mailto:rfyouthgroup@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-summer1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-middle10
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People in the Pews:  Debi Bauer 
1.  Where did you grow up/hometown?   

Albany, MN until age 5 

Paynesville, MN until age 11 

River Falls, WI age 11 until 1973 

2.  Where do you live now?   

From 1973 until present a Country Mouse under Hudson. 

3.  How long have you been attending First Congregational 

  Church?   

17 years.  Mom's caregiver with Alzheimer’s attended   

mom's funeral. When she died I attended her funeral as 

well. It was at UCC. 

4.  What keeps you coming back to church at UCC?   

Pastor Chris at first as he gave the service for mom's caregiver. All the parishioners as well since getting to 

know you all. Lots knew my mom as well! 

5.  What is your favorite Bible passage, quote, or hymn. Why?   

Most things John. 

Hymn…. May not be spiritual but feels it to me “On Eagles Wings” for music.  Non-spiritual: "Over the 

Rainbow" by Ava Cassidy. 

6.  What is your favorite childhood memory? (This does not have to be church related.) 

Sports. Fast and slow pitch baseball or softball. It was awesome and mom followed me everywhere and 

watched my children, too. Very blessed.   

Anything athletic too. 

7.  What is your favorite hobby or pastime? 

Outdoors.  Lots.  70 + work accident does provide growing limitations though. 

8.  Tell us something about you or your family that may surprise us. 

Nothing really. I was blessed with a beautiful in all ways daughter and an amazing son the same. 

9.  What gives you comfort or joy during these of Covid-19 days? 

All the same things although I miss seeing some friends when they have had it. My son and I are major 

careful. Always blessings to count. Just have to do it! 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for all the lovely flowers.  

They brighten the day! 

A special thanks to Deb Hoffman for 

her deliveries and visits.  

It all was greatly appreciated. Blessings, Dorothy 

Sorenson 

Dear Church Family, 

I thank all the Christmas elves who 

gifted me this Christmas season. Your 

gifts are greatly appreciated.  I’m 

excited to get to know you better and 

pray for an awesome ministry together. 

May God continually bless you, Pastor Deb 
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY - December 13, 2022 

Treasurer’s Report:  

At this time, received donations are in line with past years during early December. The Christmas holiday services have a 
typically high offering total that brings the needed funds back into the budget. Church bills will be paid, and we are in the black 
with funds but it appears tighter this year than it typically is. What is helping at this point is that we have been under spending 

the 2022 budgeted amounts.  

New Business:  

WCUCC Capital Campaign Request and Back Bay Mission Capital Campaign Request- Council approved a motion that the 
unspent endowment grant money be divided between Back Bay Mission and WCUCC for $2150 each with final approval of 
this request made to the congregation at the annual meeting. The congregation will be encouraged to contribute funds for a 

total of $10,000 over the course of 3 years.  

Budget-Louie reports that the Trustees created a tentative budget. The 2023 budget reflects a pay increase of 4% for 
personnel due to inflation and exemplary work. Also reflected in the budget are big increases for utility costs. The final budget 

will be reviewed and passed at the January Council meeting.  

Old Business:  

Name Tag Board follow up–Kathy R spoke with Marshall regarding building the board. Kathy R. will write the endowment 
grant proposal for January approval. Cost will be approximately $1400/$1500. The Council approves up to $1500 endowment 

grant funds for the name tag board. 

Capital Campaign Update–We may need to revise the bulletin explanation of the status of the funding to reflect the additional 

funds necessary for the sound system and sign.  

Sign—Tim B, Louie F, Chris M, Kathy R, Andy K-the city is working on an ordinance re-write so we may not need a special 

zoning variance. Louie is working on obtaining the final bid on the new sign. The trustees will complete the demolition.  

Sound—Joel L, Mike S, Jeff H, Dave R, Chris M-no meeting yet. Planning for a meeting next month.  

Church Van Update–hail damage and detailing - ABBRA auto body just started work after a long delay.  

Ministry Updates: 

Christian Education-No meeting tonight. The Advent Workshop went well. Sunday School musical this Sunday. Jan. 29th 

cardboard city event.  

Deacons- Christmas Eve and Christmas Day review of schedules and duties. January 24th Inquirers Class at 6:30. 

Mission Education-looking for resources with a focus on spiritual health to provide at Earth Fest. Planning a meeting with 
Servants of the Shepherd to learn more about them as a mission partner. Lisa Hart/Mental Health Network-WISE 
programming to meet with the committee. Reverse Advent Calendars-Lots of them are being dropped off at Church-they will 

be delivered after Christmas.  

Trustees-budget discussion: passed a motion to pay church bills and required spending ahead of mission funds if necessary 
during December. Shingles delivered and placed on the roof. Marshall will back up Tim while he’s gone. Electrician was here 

regarding the blowing fuse and is providing an estimate for additional work for the sign.  

Welcoming Ministry-Joy Seekers is planning several events.  

Pastor-Jack Merner-died at 102. A condolence card was sent. Outreach–numerous examples of what the congregation does. 
Examples include: Shoe Box Christmas for 60 men that was assisted by the Wednesday School kids, the Church Interns, the 
Congregation and Yoga group as well as Eunice Filkins and her group (baking cookies). The men's group provided lunch at 
the Simpson Shelter and David R. made soup. Lu and Brodie Lueck planted the 25 amaryllis bulbs that were delivered. The 
Reverse Advent Calendar project is very successful. (Great idea Larry Peterson and the Mission Committee). The bags of 
groceries will be delivered after Christmas. There were about 130 who attended the Christmas Luncheon on December 6. 
Diane and Randy Welsh coordinated the Angels on Earth project, and we assisted 10 families and 20+ children with 

Christmas.  

Holding Christmas Eve worship at 4 pm and 11 pm. Christmas Day worship will be held at 10 am and New Year’s Day 
worship will be held at 10 am. Reminder of our Annual Meeting scheduled for Sunday Feb. 5th. Each committee does 2-3 

minutes of highlights/goals in 2022. Council serves and cleans up after the meal. 

Respectfully submitted, Jo Anne Friedell  

NEXT MEETING: January 17 
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Simpson Shelter 
Needs 
• New men’s boxers—sizes S, M, 

L and XL 

• New men’s t-shirts—sizes S, M, 

L, XL, and XXL 

• New women’s underwear—  

sizes 5, 6, 7, and 8 

• New women’s t-shirts—sizes S, 

M, XL, and XXL 

• Deodorant 

• Shaving cream and razors 

• Travel size shampoo, 

conditioner, body wash, and  

bar soap 

• Towels 

• Toothbrushes 

There is a box at the church for 

donations.  Thank you! 

 

Save Family Fresh 
Receipts 
ARC gets $1,000 for every 

$150,000 in receipts, so every 

dollar counts. ARC is the agency 

funded by local churches to help 

address the immediate needs of 

people in our community (rent, 

utility, gas, repair help). A box for 

receipts is on the back table. 

 

Save Your Batteries   
to Recycle!   
We have a container available for 

recycling all those old, depleted 

batteries.  Start saving them now 

and bring them to church. We’ll 

pass them on to the recyclers and 

keep them out of landfills and the 

environment in our ongoing 

commitment to sustainability.  

Cribbage Night 
The cribbage group is meeting on the second Monday at 

the church. Players are asked to donate $2 and the group 

decides which charity to donate it to. Playing time starts at 7:00 pm. All 

players and abilities welcome. The next game will be February 13.  

Church Yoga 
Jan Hansen's church yoga group meets   on Tuesdays and Thursdays in 

the church Fellowship Hall from 9:00-10:00 am and via Zoom.  Please 

contact the church office to receive the Zoom link.  

Empty Pill Bottles 
The River Falls Lions Club is collecting empty pill bottles, both 

prescription and over the counter, to send to Africa where there is an 

urgent need.  The bottles will be washed, and the labels soaked off 

before they are shipped.  A blue collection tub is in the gathering area.  

Please see Carole Mottaz with questions.  

 

Do you Smile?  Do You  
Did you know the church has received nearly $500 from Amazon 

through its Amazon Smiles charity program?  It is fast, free and easy to 

set up.  If you have an Amazon account, go to smile.amazon.com and 

register First Congregational Church of River Falls.  Then each quarter 

the church will receive a small portion of total amazon shopping.  Start 

smiling today!   

?  

Gratitude 
The church staff would like to thank ALL of you for 

the kind expressions of thoughtfulness expressed to us 

this past Christmas.  We are humbled by your 

generosity.  We try to thank you personally when we 

can, but when gifts simply appear on our desks and in our offices, 

sometimes we do not know exactly whom to thank.  Please accept our 

deep gratitude for your kindness.    

Merry Widows 
The Merry Widows will meet Wednesday, January 18 at the West 

Wind in River Falls at 1:00 pm. All widows are welcome to join us for 

lunch and conversation! See JoAnn Lentz for more information.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Phone:  715-425-2052 

E-mail:  office@firstchurchrf.org 

Website:  www.firstchurchrf.org 

STAFF 
Chris Myers, Pastor 

Stacy Johnson, CE Minister 

Deb Meyer, Minister for Community and Outreach 

Missy Luedtke, Office Administrator 

Joel Larsen, Moderator 

Alex and Sarah Plum, Youth Ministers 

Jamie Mills, Music Coordinator and Bell Choir Director 

Sarah Plum, Choir Director 

Marsha Pearson, Organist 

Terry Mithun, Organist 

Tim Bylander, Building Supervisor 

Farnum Fuller, Custodian 
 

Pastor’s home phone number:  

Chris Myers 715-426-2075 

chris@firstchurchrf.org 
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Coffee Fellowship Hosts and Liturgists Needed 
Coffee Fellowship Hosts will be asked to serve Best Maid cookies which are in the church freezer, make 

lemonade and/or serve coffee. All the materials are provided, you will simply need to serve and clean up.    

Sign up at church or on the website:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-coffee 

Liturgists will lead us in the Call to Worship and one of the Scripture Lessons. The material will be emailed 

out on Thursday to practice. Sign up at church or on the website:  https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-liturgist 

Please note church interns can receive credit for either of these activities. Thank you for volunteering in these 

important ministries as we continue our journey.  

Altar Flowers 
Please sign up to provide flowers for 

the altar for Sunday worship. Sign up   

at church or on the church website:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-altar 

Welcomers Needed 
Please sign up to be a welcomer on Sunday morning before the 

worship service.  One person is needed for at the bottom of the 

stairs & one person is needed at the ramp entrance. Please arrive 

20 minutes prior to worship. Sign up at church or here:  https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-welcomers 

Among Friends 
Among Friends is a community-based social respite program serving adults with memory loss  

who reside in Pierce and St. Croix Counties.  For more information about Among Friends,  

contact them at 715-293-2651.  Also, check out the website:  amongfriendsrf.com and the 

Facebook page.  Among Friends is located at the church.  Guests are invited to join them for coffee from     

9:30–10:00 am the last Tuesday of the month.   

mailto:chris@firstchurchrf.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001L2g7ESHMrponoDEtbsnpWldUFSCNwm4f-ZDLUH0xNdQg4AfV0legeb5EB9te8QAqT5fOhtVrMkjt6D5POBJlryCQwt0M2jBbcKZAi_yYgME6x5jSDyCMWnik9ggVKIR0EFA5dIVdtDct7aNZRTEYzQEbq3IpkseDfEooZj4yPEpIOL5Vw53zgHZglDd70jM2&c=x9MyW2GXAUn11mJd3gRlYdDfGl5gnd9d
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001L2g7ESHMrponoDEtbsnpWldUFSCNwm4f-ZDLUH0xNdQg4AfV0legeb5EB9te8QAqzN2C1SBbkRjEV5_mHTo1BlZA_fR92lAbEZzUlSDSjOGb1ydKqLwiH3nRZ0PM9mPg0AwUqdPWv6QJqbMKC4AFSG8z54DdXDQ_YdCZ4fLgWGQZTnpcYYaKQng3sUmSrQIO&c=x9MyW2GXAUn11mJd3gRlYdDfGl5gnd9d
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001L2g7ESHMrponoDEtbsnpWldUFSCNwm4f-ZDLUH0xNdQg4AfV0legeb5EB9te8QAqzN2C1SBbkRjEV5_mHTo1BlZA_fR92lAbEZzUlSDSjOGb1ydKqLwiH3nRZ0PM9mPg0AwUqdPWv6QJqbMKC4AFSG8z54DdXDQ_YdCZ4fLgWGQZTnpcYYaKQng3sUmSrQIO&c=x9MyW2GXAUn11mJd3gRlYdDfGl5gnd9d
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-welcomers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-welcomers

