
From Nate’s Pen:  Why Church History Matters 

October 31, 1517 is the traditional date given for the beginning of the Protestant 
Reformation.  According to tradition, it was on this day that Martin Luther posted  his 
95 theses for disputation to door of the castle church in Wittenberg. Traditionally in 
the church calendar October 31 is All Hallows’ Eve and November 1 is All Saints Day. 
These days are dedicated to remembering the saints, known and unknown, who have 
gone before us in the faith.  Since these days stand out in the calendar for the historical 
significance in Christian history and liturgy, I associate these days with an opportunity 
to think about why church history matters. 
 
The communion of saints encompasses the entirety of the Christian church past and 

present. It is a communion of people united by faith in Jesus Christ across centuries, continents, and cultures. As the 
Holy Spirit was dynamically at work in the early church (as recorded in the book of Acts), so he has been dynamically 
at work in the church throughout history. We need to have the humility to be willing to learn from the saints who 
have gone before us.  We can learn from them about reading the Bible well. We can learn from them about creativity 
in mission and ministry.  We can learn from them about faithfully following Jesus during times of persecution and 
suffering.  We can learn from them about the riches of the Christian spiritual tradition.  We can learn from their noble 
examples, and we can learn from their sins and mistakes.  The “great cloud of witnesses” (Heb. 12:1) of which 
Scripture speaks is not limited to our biblical forebears. It includes all those who have followed Christ down through 
the centuries.  If you are interested in learning about church history, I recommend the following resources: Why 
Church History Matters: An Invitation to Love and Learn from Our Past by Robert Rea [Dr. Rea was a professor of 
mine at Lincoln Christian Seminary]. Turning Points: Decisive Moments in the History of Christianity, 4th Edition 
by Mark Noll. Seeking a Lasting City: The Church’s Journey in the Story of God by Mark Love, Douglas A. Foster, 
and Randall J. Harris.  The Dynamics of Christian Mission: History through a Missiological Perspective by Paul E. 
Pierson.  From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya: A Biographical History of Christian Missions by Ruth A. Tucker. 

“And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” Matthew 24:31 
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Violence & Threats to American Schools, our Country 

Country and Peoples of Ukraine & Russia 

BCC’s Mission of the month:  

New Churches of Christ Evangelism 
 

Talitha Mark (aka: Tilly) foot infection, Lakeland Niles hosp. 

Jenny Ferris kidney concerns, more tests 

Danny Ferris additional tests needed 

Vinette DePhillipe back surgery recovery 

Karol Behrle surgery recovery, doing well, R. Hoyt req. 

Pat Williams back surgery, mom of Cyndi Roberts 

 

 

PRAYER NEEDS THIS WEEK 

BCC Activities 
 

Office Hours: Mon 8-12, Tues 9-1 
 

> Bible School Classes 9:30 am for K-5, 6th-12th, & adult 
> Worship Service on Sundays, 10:30 am  
> Small Groups on Sunday Evenings: 6:15 - 7:45 pm, dinner & classes  
>  
> Band of Brothers on first Tuesdays, 7 pm. Tom Hoyt’s house  
> Glory Makers Youth Choir meets Wednesday, 5:30 - 6:30 pm 
> Bible Study — Cancelled until further notice  
> Ladies Fellowship meetings 1st Thursdays, 1 pm at BCC. 
> Suicide Bereavement Support 6:30 - 8 pm, 1st & 3rd Thurs, monthly 

— November — 
> Blood Drive at BCC, Tues, Nov. 8th from 10 am to 3:45 pm. 

For an appointment call Red Cross at (800)733-2767 

> Annual Congregational Meeting November 20th at 6:00 pm 
   Please have all reports into the office by Friday, November 11. 
   Preferably, send by email to: office@buchananchurch.com 

> ALL FAMILY GAME NIGHT: Monday, November 21. Come join us  
   in fellowship and fun as we play board games from 6 pm to 8 pm.  
   We meet in the Youth Room on the second floor. 

> Better Way Designs - Beth & BJ George will be with us on Sunday, 
November 27th for the morning worship. Afterwards meet in the 
fellowship hall for refreshments and the Better Way Designs Party. 

  



 

ATTENDANCE  —  76 

    Adult Worship:  10:30 am        

Masks Optional 
 

Junior Church: 10:30 AM 
 For K-5th gr.  

Meets In the Youth Room 
 2nd floor  

 

FACTS & FIGURES for Sunday  10/30/2022 

“God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7 

 

Christmas Child Boxes 

Grief Share (Book Donation) 

 8 0.

  10. 00  

325.00 

50.00    
 

Happiness Train Preschool   

Africa Fire Mission 

Online Giving Using Tithe.ly  
Reported Only at the End of the Month 

— 
 

— 
 

   176.78 

 1,1,360.00 

General 

Fund 

0.00 

1, 

,1,505.44 Building Mission — 
 

 

Follow Us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/BuchananCC 

 TITHES & OFFERINGS  (Budgeted Amounts)     

General Fund (4,058.00)          Missions (517.50)                   Building 

     326.00  0.00 1,924.00  

The Persecuted Church 
 
 

The International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted 
Church will be on Sunday November 6, and we will 
dedicate the entire month of November to praying 
for our brothers and sisters throughout the world 
who suffer for their faith.  Prayer points for the 
persecuted church: 

 That the members of the persecuted church 
will enjoy deep communion with God and 
deep fellowship with one another in the Holy 
Spirit.   

 That God will comfort those who mourn, pro-
vide for those in poverty, and deliver those who 
are imprisoned.   

 That God will continually raise up men and 
women to be leaders in the persecuted church. 

 That our persecuted brothers and sisters will 
have power through the Holy Spirit to remain 
faithful to Jesus, even unto death. 

 That those who persecute the church will   
repent of their sin and come to faith in Christ.   

       Mission of the Month:  
New Churches of Christ Evangelism 
We will be praying for the work of NCCE throughout the 
month of November. Here are some important updates 
and prayer points from their October newsletter: 

• Currently, NCCE is consulting with “a number of 
churches that are considering permanently closing 
their doors.”  Please pray that NCCE can “can either 
restart some of these churches or at least help them 
leverage their assets for future kingdom impact.” 

• NCCE has recently aided in the launch of Agape City 
church in Howell, Michigan.  The church launched on 
September 18 and two people made decisions to be 
baptized that day!  Please pray for the Holy Spirit to 
guide and empower this new Christian fellowship. 

• Also, please continue to pray for another new church: 
Christ’s Church Beaverton. Christ’s Church has been 
growing and now has the opportunity to purchase the 
property of Camp Lu-Wix-E to be their location for wor-
ship and ministry. “NCCE will match all designated gifts 
(over and above regular giving) up to $10,000, for the pur-
chase of this property, through December 15th, 2022.” 

• For more information about all this important 
kingdom work that NCCE is doing, please visit 
https://www.ncce.cc/newsletter and click on the 
October 2022 newsletter.   

https://www.ncce.cc/newsletter

