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DISCOVER   the WORD

The decision to follow Jesus is the most significant decision any of us ever makes. Making this crucial 
decision calls for discovering truth. This booklet is dedicated to helping those who are exploring Christ 
to find him by finding the truth about him in the Bible.



Welcome to an opportunity to enhance your ability to read the Bible in a way that is respectful of the Bible and 
helpful to you! The journey you are about to undertake has the potential to give you tools that will benefit you for 
the rest of your life.  

The title, Discover the Word, has a two-fold meaning. First, as you learn to read the Bible as it was intended to be 
read, you will increasingly discover the Bible as the written word of God. Second, as you discover the written word 
of God, you will increasingly discover the central figure of the Bible, Jesus, who is the living Word of God. 

In the Bible, sometimes “word” refers to the Bible as in Psalm 119:16, “I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect 
your word.” Reading and even studying the Bible carefully are the best ways to discover its treasures.  

A second meaning of “word” in the Bible is Jesus himself as in John 1:1, “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.” Identifying Jesus as the Word is so rich and beautiful in meaning that 
its significance cannot be fully explored here. Just one facet of that rich beauty, however, is that Jesus, as the 
Word, explains God to us. That’s the claim of John 1:18, “No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is 
himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.” 

The purpose of this interactive study is to promote Bible reading that leads to discovering the riches of the written 
word of God and, in so doing, discovering ever more deeply the living Word of God, Jesus himself, who is life’s 
greatest treasure. 

INTRODUCTION
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Therefore, in this study, we want to examine several crucial questions, such as, why we read the Bible and what 
sort of book the Bible is. We will also explore the Bible’s grand story as we reflect on God’s purposes throughout 
the Old and New Testaments. Further, we’ll think through how we would begin reading and understanding the 
Bible to increase our knowledge of God, his purposes, and our place in those purposes. This study is written 
purposefully to be rich in language, reflection, visual arts, and interactions with others. 

At Ross Road Community Church, our mission is to help people find Jesus and then follow him ever more fully for 
their entire lives. So, whether you are exploring Christ or one of his committed followers, learning to read the 
Bible well is an important step to getting to know him and getting to know him better.
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We encourage you to engage this journey with at least another friend or two to help you get the most out of this 
experience. Reflecting and processing with others can be more significant than learning on our own. However, 
even if you undertake this study as an individual, we believe there is rich and transformational learning that God 
wants to share with you.

So let’s begin. Let’s Discover the Word together! 

The journey is better in community. We encourage you to engage 
this journey with at least another friend or two to help you get the 
most out of this experience. Reflecting and processing with others 

can be more significant than learning on our own.

HIT THE MARKto

Some of those visual arts include helpful animated videos created by the Bible Project. To facilitate use of these 
videos, we’ve created, with the Bible Project’s permission, a Discover the Word webpage on our church website 
where the videos used in this guide can be viewed. Our webpage can be found in the LEAD ministry page or: 

www.rossroadcc.ca/ministries/lead/pages/dtw-1 

Please bookmark or familiarize yourself with this site. At various points in this study, you will be asked to play or 
download a resource from this page. You can also go directly to www.bibleproject.com to view these videos as 
well as other engaging resources.

http://www.rossroadcc.ca/ministries/lead/pages/dtw-1
http://www.bibleproject.com


WHY READ THE BIBLE?
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Jesus reminded us of a very important reason to read the Bible. Quoting something that Moses had said, 1,500 
years earlier, Jesus said, “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God” 
(Matthew 4:4; Deuteronomy 8:3). Jesus wasn’t talking about sustaining physical life. He was speaking about the 
kind of holistic life he had come to earth to bring to us. He defined that life on other occasions by saying such 
things as “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10) and (in prayer) “Now this is eternal 
life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 17:3).  

In your own words, how would you summarize the reasons for Bible reading implied by what Jesus said?

Why would anyone want to read the Bible? What about you? Why are you undertaking this Discover the Word 
journey?
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Someone might ask why any of this is important to a person who is not a follower of Jesus, especially for a person 
who isn’t even sure that Christianity is true or that the Bible is any better than the writings of any other religion. 
That’s a very good question. There are also some very good answers as to why such a person might want to 
explore the Bible.  

If you are such a person, why might it be worth your while to read the Bible? Or, if you are a follower of Jesus, 
who is convinced in the truth of Christianity, what reasons might someone who is not convinced or not committed 
to Jesus have to read the Bible? 
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To facilitate discovery through personal reflection and discussion 
with others, your Discover the Word Guide frequently invites you 

to write down your thoughts and the thoughts of others. Take 
advantage of these times and invite God to speak to you.



WHAT SORT OF BOOK IS THE BIBLE?
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Some books we read are organized in major sections. Most books have chapters within those sections. The Bible is 
similar with some important differences.  

The contents of the Bible are divided into two major sections: Old Testament and New Testament. The first 
section, Old Testament, is also recognized by Judaism as their Bible, the TaNaKh. Christians see the Old Testament 
as foretelling and pointing forward to Jesus as the Messiah. The Bible’s second major section, the New Testament, 
tells the story of Messiah Jesus and his followers, as well as pointing us forward past human history as we know it.  

These two sections are made up not of chapters, but of 66 shorter books, 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the 
New Testament. These books were written over a period of about 1,500 years by about 40 different authors.  

We identify these authors as the Bible’s human authors because the Bible’s claim is that what they wrote was as a 
result of God himself, in the person of the Holy Spirit, guiding them to communicate what he wants all humans to 
know. It is not necessary for a reader to accept this claim blindly, but it is important that readers know about it—
and ponder, as they explore God’s word, whether or not it is a credible claim. You should also know, that at our 
church, we accept the Bible as God’s infallible word to us. The following passages are some key examples of the 
scriptures making this claim.  

•  These are the last words of David: “The inspired utterance of David son of Jesse, the utterance of the man 
exalted by the Most High, the man anointed by the God of Jacob, the hero of Israel’s songs: “The Spirit of the 
Lord spoke through me; his word was on my tongue. The God of Israel spoke, the Rock of Israel said to me….”     
2 Samuel 23:1-3  

•  All Scripture is God-breathed…. 2 Timothy 3:16  

•  Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of 
things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as 
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:20-21 
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For a little more detail in answer to this important question, what is the Bible, take a look and 
listen to a helpful animated video “How to Read the Bible: What is the Bible” created by the 
non-profit Bible Project. As you do, jot down ideas which seem important to you and questions 
to which you’d like answers. Click on this link or go to our Ross Road website (url on page 5) to 
view this video.

https://www.rossroadcc.ca/ministries/lead/pages/dtw-1


As you watch the video, jot down details about the sort of book the Bible is and any questions you may have.
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Share with each other what you identify as important ideas about the Bible and what questions you 
have about it. As you do, you may want to record ideas, questions, and answers from your discussion. 
Whether you are alone or with others, after you’ve done your own thinking, peruse the study notes 
from the Bible Project. Click on this link or go to our Ross Road website (url on page 5) to download the 
“How to Read the Bible” study notes, located in the downloads section at the bottom of the page.

https://www.rossroadcc.ca/ministries/lead/pages/dtw-1
https://d1bsmz3sdihplr.cloudfront.net/media/Study%20Notes/TheStoryoftheBible.pdf


WHAT IS THE GRAND STORY OF THE BIBLE?
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The Bible contains myriads of stories, some told as narratives, others written as poetry and prophecy, and still 
others recounted in letters. These stories span from eternity past before the creation of the world in Genesis to 
eternity future and the renovation of the universe in Revelation. It’s important to realize that these individual 
stories are all actually part of one grand narrative.  

The Bible begins this grand narrative even before creation: “In the beginning God…” we read in Genesis 1:1. The 
first two chapters describe God’s splendid creation of the world and our universe. The story then takes a dark turn. 
Rather than cooperate with their Creator, the first humans chose to chart their own path. This disastrous choice 
resulted in a great fall—an estrangement between humans and God. As the story proceeds, we learn of the 
distressing fallout of this estrangement and God’s initiatives to bridge the gap. In time, God raises up, through 
Abraham and his descendants, a special nation to reveal himself to the world. Yet even this nation, with all its 
privileged access to knowledge of God, was unable to reconcile humans with God. In response, God came himself, 
in the person of Jesus of Nazareth, to live the perfect life other humans could not live and to accomplish 
redemption through his death and resurrection. When Jesus returned to heaven, the story continues, as the 
apostles, whom Jesus trained, shared with Jesus’ growing multitude of followers how to live new lives in harmony 
with God in the power of the Holy Spirit. This is where we fit into the story today. Finally, the story of the Bible 
climaxes, in its final chapters, with a grand restoration, the beauty of humanity living in perfect harmony with God 
in a renewed universe.  

As you’ll see outlined below and in the next video in more detail, the components of the grand story—creation, fall, 
redemption, and restoration—are one magnificent narrative told through various biblical genres. 
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Jesus’  
IncarnationCreation Fall

Crucifixion &  
Resurrection

Redemption

Story Psalm Wisdom Gospel Epistle ApocalypseProphecy

Restoration
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Share with each other what you identify as important ideas about the Bible and questions you 
have about it.  As you do, you may want to record ideas, questions, and answers from your 
discussion. Whether you are alone or with others, after you’ve done your own thinking, peruse the 
study notes, “The Story of the Bible,” from the Bible Project. Click on this link or go to our Ross Road 
website (url on page 5) to download the “How to Read the Bible” study notes, located in the 
downloads section at the bottom of the page.

Once again, a Bible Project video, “How to Read the Bible: The Story of the Bible,” does a great job of 
telling the Bible’s larger story. Check out this link or go to our Ross Road website (url on page 5) to 
view this video.

https://d1bsmz3sdihplr.cloudfront.net/media/Study%20Notes/TheStoryoftheBible.pdf
https://www.rossroadcc.ca/ministries/lead/pages/dtw-1
https://www.rossroadcc.ca/ministries/lead/pages/dtw-1
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The grand story of the Bible is told in 66 individual writings and a variety of styles or genres. A genre is a 
recognizable type of writing that follows distinct patterns. Understanding genres is essential to understand all 
literature. Even unconsciously, we know that this is true. We approach regular books differently, taking into 
account whether they are fanciful children’s stories, textbooks, novels, histories, biographies, poetry, or what have 
you. To get the most out of books of different genres, we use distinctive rules, whether we think about it or not.  

This makes accurate interpretation of all literature of various genres akin to playing different sports and games. 
Hockey, baseball, and tennis are played by different rules. So are games like Monopoly, checkers, and chess. In this 
module, Discover the Word 1, we’ll focus on the rules or skill needed to understand the Gospel genre.

ONE STORY - SEVEN GENRES
DISCOVER   the WORD

Story Psalm Wisdom Gospel Epistle ApocalypseProphecy

Highly symbolic. 
Concerning end-
of-world events. 
Depicting conflict 
between good 
and evil.

Good news about 
Jesus’ life and 
ministry and the 
growth of the early 
church.

Messages 
given directly 
from God to 
people 
through 
prophets.

Poetic 
songs

Insights 
gained from 
observing 
the world 
about how 
to live.

Letters written by 
leaders of the 
early church to 
churches or 
individuals

Accounts of events

Story 
Genesis 
Exodus 
Leviticus 
Numbers 
Deuteronomy 

Joshua 
Judges 
Ruth 

1 & 2 Samuel 
1 & 2 Kings 
1 & 2 Chronicles 

Ezra 
Nehemiah 
Esther

Major Prophets 
Isaiah 
Jeremiah 
Lamentations 
Ezekiel 
Daniel 

Minor Prophets 
Hosea 
Joel 
Amos 
Obadiah 
Jonah 
Micah 
Nahum 
Habakuk 
Zephaniah 
Haggai 
Zechariah 
Malachi

Psalm 
Psalms 

Wisdom 
Job 
Proverbs 
Ecclesiastes 
Song of Songs

Gospel 
Matthew 
Mark 
Luke 
John 

Acts

Epistle 
Romans 
1 & 2 Corinthians 
Galatians 
Ephesians 
Philippians 
Colossians 
1 & 2 Thessalonians 
1 & 2 Timothy 
Titus 
Philemon 

Hebrews 
James 
1 & 2 Peter 
1, 2, & 3 John 
Jude

Apocalypse 
Revelation
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Story

Psalm

Wisdom

Gospel

Epistle

Apocalypse

Prophecy

Activity: It shouldn’t surprise us then that accurate understanding of the grand story of scripture requires an 
understanding of the seven genres employed in the Bible. As further introduction to these seven literary styles, see 
if you can match the genres listed alphabetically in the left column to the Bible excerpts in the right column.

The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, 
turning a person from the snares of death. 
(Proverbs 14:27).

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each 
of us has turned to our own way; and the 
Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
(Isaiah 53.6)

In a loud voice they were saying: “Worthy 
is the lamb, who was slain, to receive 
power and wealth and wisdom and 
strength and honor and glory and praise!” 
(Revelation 5:12)

Jesus said again, “I am the good 
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 
his life for the sheep.” (John 10:11)

My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me? (Psalm 22:1)

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from 
your country…I will make you into a great 
nation…and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:1-3)

My dear children, I write this to you so you 
will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father—Jesus 
Christ, the Righteous One. He is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. (1 John 2:1)

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness (2 Tim 3:16)



Jesus is the central figure of the entire Bible. The Old Testament points forward to him as the coming Messiah, 
while the New Testament identifies him as the Messiah who came. The four gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John—tell the story of his life during the thirty-three years he lived on earth. We also include Acts in the gospel 
genre because it tells the story of the multiplication, through Jesus’ early disciples, of his followers, after he 
returned to heaven. 

Because Jesus is the central figure of the whole Bible and of Christianity, it is critically important to read the story 
of his earthly life. Doing so helps us understand who Jesus was and is, while prompting and nurturing relationship 
with him. The gospel genre is also a good place to start because it is an easy-to-read narrative. Its stories are 
enjoyable and informative. 

The Greek word, in the New Testament, translated into English as gospel, means good news. The gospels—plural
—are so named because they tell good news about Jesus. They recount the story of his miraculous conception, 
his astonishing life, his reassuring and challenging message, his sacrificial death and his victorious resurrection. 
The good news told in the gospels was long awaited. Ever since their choice to choose self over God, as told in 
Genesis 3, humans had waited to see how God would solve their problem of estrangement from him. God 
progressively revealed to Abraham, Moses, David, Isaiah and many others that he would provide a Saviour, a 
Messiah. That’s why the gospels repeatedly refer back to those Old Testament narratives and prophecies to 
identify Jesus as the one who fulfilled them.  

The essential question that anyone exploring Christianity must answer is this: Is Jesus Christ God, in human 
flesh, who came to reconcile us to himself now and forever? 

THE GOSPELS - A GREAT PLACE TO JUMP INTO THE STORY
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The gospels help us understand who 
Jesus was and is, while prompting and 
nurturing relationship with him



To give you some context for the gospels before you read them, take a look at the Bible Project 
video, “How to Read the Bible: The Gospel.” Click on this link or go to our Ross Road website (url 
on page 5) to view. As you’ve done previously, use the space below to jot down key ideas and 
questions to assist you to process what you are hearing and to discuss it with others. 
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To thoroughly explore who Jesus is, it’s a good idea to read all four gospels, because, as the video mentioned, 
each offers a unique perspective on Jesus. Each chooses material from his life and makes connection to the Old 
Testament in ways that emphasize its theme in order to give a well-rounded picture of Jesus.  

It doesn’t really matter the order in which you read them. That’s up to you. If you want to start with a quick read, 
Mark is the shortest and most action-packed. Its sixteen chapters are covered in about 30 pages in print Bibles. On 
the other hand, many readers new to the Bible begin with John. The Apostle John records fascinating 
conversations Jesus had with both friends and adversaries. He also recounts eight miracles that attest to Jesus’ 
deity as the Son of God, from Jesus turning water into wine at a wedding (John 2:1-12) to his coming back to life as 
evidence of his conquest of sin, death, and Satan (John 20-21).  

Regardless of where you start, be sure to read all four accounts of Jesus’ life as well as the book of Acts.

If you’ve watched with others, discuss together what you’ve each identified as important ideas, the 
questions you have, and possible answers to your questions. 

https://bibleproject.com/videos/how-to-read-gospel/
https://www.rossroadcc.ca/ministries/lead/pages/dtw-1


ESSENTIAL SKILLS FOR UNDERSTANDING THE GOSPELS
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Skill #1: Detect repeated words, phrases and ideas

• For example, the word “son” occurs about 250 times in the gospels, many of them with 
reference to Jesus as Son of God or Son of Man.  

• The gospel writers repeated ideas to underscore them as important. This makes us ask 
when we detect repetition, “What does the author want to make sure we know?” 

Skill #2: Pay attention to how individuals responded to Jesus and how he responded to them in return

For example, check out for yourself Luke’s account of an experience Jesus had at dinner with his 
host, Simon, who was a Pharisee, and a woman, who unexpectedly washed Jesus’ feet with her 
tears, wiped them with her fair, and poured perfume on them.  You’ll find the incident in Luke 
7:36-50. Jesus responded to these two people in very different ways. 

• As you read this and other encounters Jesus had, ask yourself, “How did this person or 
these people respond to Jesus? Why? What was the result? How did he respond to them? 
What might I learn from this about my own responses to him?”

Skill #3: Notice Old Testament Connections

Jesus’ fulfillment of Old Testament predictions about the long-awaited Messiah validated his 
identity as that Messiah.  

• For example, when Magi came from the east to Jerusalem in search of the newborn king of 
the Jews, the chief priests and teachers of the law knew exactly where to tell King Herod to 
direct them. Knowing Micah 5:2, they pointed the Magi to Bethlehem (Matthew 2:1-18). 
Incidentally, how astonishing that both the foreign Magi and murderous King Herod took 
the prophecy more seriously than the religious authorities did! The authorities knew the 
prophecy but they didn’t bother to check to see if it was then being fulfilled. Take a 
moment to check out these passages and see for yourself!

Since the gospels represent a distinct literary genre, we need to use specific skills or tools to get the maximum 
benefit from reading them. Some of these skills are easier than others to master but we get better at all of them the 
more we use them.

DISCOVER   the WORD
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Skill #4: Unlock the meaning of Parables

Jesus often told true-to-life, fictional stories in order to teach truth. The gospels record about 30 such 
illustrations. Parables served the purpose of using down-to-earth stories to reveal truth to people whose 
hearts were open to Jesus while concealing the truth from those who opposed him. Some of Jesus’ stories 
were long, others very short. Some are simple to grasp, others very challenging. Regardless, unlocking 
parables is a special skill which calls for the following. 

• Research the setting of the parable in Jesus’ day. The setting might have to do with such things as 
agriculture, fishing, raising sheep, marriage, or weather.  

• For example, take a look at Jesus’ story in Luke 15:1-7 about a shepherd searching for and 
finding a lost sheep. To get the most out of the story, it helps to know a bit about raising 
sheep, especially in the first century.  
  

• Since the meaning of a parable may not be obvious, see if the key that unlocks its meaning is 
hanging by the front door or the back door.  

• You will find the key to understanding Jesus’ shepherd story hanging at the front door in 
15:1-2. How do those two verses help you understand why Jesus told the story? By the way, 
the same key unlocks the other two stories in Luke 15, Jesus’ stories about finding a lost 
coin and a lost son.  

• Look for one central truth that the parable illustrates rather than trying to squeeze meaning out of 
each detail.  

• What do you think might be the once central truth Jesus was illustrating in his stories about 
finding the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son?

Skill #5: Read the gospels again and again!

Reading the gospels is somewhat akin to driving through beautiful mountains. On a first trip, we are struck 
by their majestic beauty. Yet only on subsequent trips do we notice more details and gain a deeper 
appreciation of what we are seeing.  Similarly, the gospels are easy to read. They seem simple, yet there are 
new details, connections, and truths to be grasped every time we read them.  



As you prepare to read the gospels, you may wonder what translation of the Bible to use. The Old Testament was 
originally written in Hebrew with bits of Aramaic over a period of more than 1,000 years, prior to the time of Jesus. 
The New Testament was written in Greek in the first few decades after Jesus lived on earth. Currently, the 
complete Bible has been translated into about 700 languages and the New Testament into over 1,500 with smaller 
portions of the Bible into about 3,300.  

The first English language translations appeared about 500 years ago. Today there are literally hundreds of reliable 
English translations. Because God has always intended that the Bible be readily understandable, the original 
languages were not highbrow but written in the vernacular of ordinary people. For that reason, it makes sense to 
choose a contemporary English translation that is easy to understand. At this point in your reading, we 
recommend the New International Version (NIV), one of the most widely used translations in the English-speaking 
world and the translation most often used at our church.  

We recommend that you have a hard copy Bible, but If you don’t have one yet, an easy way to access the NIV, 
along with numerous other translations, is by means of online Bibles and Bible apps. YouVersion is an excellent, 
free Bible app for smartphone and tablet. Bible Gateway also offers, at no cost, the Bible in multiple translations 
on its website at www.biblegateway.com and by means of its app. Of course, hard copy Bibles can be obtained at 
Bible bookstores or ordered from online merchants. 

A WORD ABOUT TRANSLATIONS, ONLINE BIBLES, AND BIBLE APPS
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http://www.youversion.com
http://www.biblegateway.com


Whether alone or with others, to experiment with a Bible app while checking out how Luke went about gathering 
material for his gospel, look up and read Luke 1:1-4 on the YouVersion Bible app with your phone or tablet. If 
needed, the following steps will get you there. 
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• Open the YouVersion app. 
• Touch Read at the bottom of the screen. 
• At the top of the screen, touch the box showing a book and chapter number. 
• A menu of Bible books will appear in the order in which they occur in the Bible.  
• Open Luke by scrolling down through the Bible books and touching it. 
• The chapter numbers of Luke will appear.  
• Touch 1 for the first chapter. 
• Luke chapter 1 will appear. 

• At the top of the screen, an abbreviation indicates the Bible translation in use 
• Whether it is the NIV or not, touch the translation abbreviation. 
• A menu of Bible translations will appear.  
• Note that you can choose a language. 
• From the alphabetical list of English versions, find and touch NIV.  
• Luke chapter 1 will again appear. 

• Read Luke 1:1-4 

If you don’t have the YouVersion 
app on your phone, download it 
now from the App Store or 
Google Play. 

Share with each other what you learned from Luke 1:1-4 about Luke’s approach to writing an 
account of Jesus life? 

https://d1bsmz3sdihplr.cloudfront.net/media/Study%20Notes/TheStoryoftheBible.pdf


We hope that journeying through “Discover the Word 1” has been an enjoyable and informative experience. Its 
value, however, is multiplied by following through with actual reading and learning from the gospels. The following 
action steps are recommended. 
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1 Read any one of the four gospels 2 Read the other gospels and Acts

3
As you read, courageously and honestly look for answers to important questions about whether you can trust 
the gospels to be telling the truth about Jesus. It is possible that reading the gospels will, in and of itself, 
engender confidence in their reliability. It can also be helpful to do some additional reading about the 
trustworthiness of the gospel accounts. Either way, don’t be afraid to seek answers to questions that may 
come to your mind. Some of these questions are suggested below. See also page 24 for the briefest of 
introductions to answers to the questions listed here. More questions and fuller answers are available in books 
devoted to these topics. Rather than avoid such questions, have the courage to ask them and the openness to 
find solid answers. 

• Was Jesus really an historical figure, as the gospels claim, or was he merely fictional as others charge?

• Are the manuscripts of the gospels that exist today accurate copies of the originals?

• Is the New Testament, including the gospels, historically accurate? For example: 

• Were the accounts written soon after the events? 
• Are the accounts written by eyewitnesses? 
• Did the writers tell the truth?

DISCOVER   the WORD
TAKING ACTION: DISCOVER THE WORD FOR YOURSELF

M
atthew

M
ark Luke

John

M
atthew

M
ark Luke

John

Acts

Look for answers to important questions
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Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is 
what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning 
at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things (Luke 24:45-48).

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record how on the eve of Jesus’ crucifixion, in the garden of Gethsemane, he poured 
out his heart to God in prayer. He knew he was about to be “pierced for our transgressions… [and] crushed for our 
iniquities” (Isaiah 53:5). He knew the cup he was about to drink—his death on the cross bearing our guilt—would 
be almost unbearable.  He also knew that dying in our place would bestow a gracious gift on all who would 
willingly receive it. Even before he and his disciples left the upper room where they had eaten the Passover meal 
together, he had prayed, as recorded by the Apostle John,

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you 
granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have 
given him. Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent” (John 17:1-3).

Whether you believe that God is real or not, ask him if he is real to reveal to you the truth about Jesus. Discuss this 
with others.  
 
As we read the four gospel accounts of Jesus’ life, we can’t help but notice that 30 of their 89 chapters—a full third
—focus on the week of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Clearly, these two events have massive significance to 
our understanding of who Jesus is, why he came to earth, and who he wants to be to each of us. None of 
Jesus’ apostles expected his death and resurrection. When he told them ahead of time that these events would 
occur, they simply couldn’t accept what he was saying. Only afterwards, did his death and resurrection make sense 
to them. Luke records how Jesus, on the very day of his resurrection, appeared to his apostles and began to help 
them understand. 

Settle and act on the answers to the most important questions of all: who is Jesus and who 
does he want to be to you?4
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In his circular letter to followers of Jesus, the Apostle Peter, quoting from Isaiah 53, summarized the purpose of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

“He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” For “you were like sheep going 
astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls (1 Peter 
2:24-25).

In reading Acts, we repeatedly listen in as the apostles, addressing a wide range of audiences, call for an 
appropriate response to Jesus as the One who died and rose again to reconcile us to God. Listen again as the 
Apostle Paul reminds the leaders of the church in Ephesus. 

 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and 
have faith in our Lord Jesus (Acts 20:21).

To repent is to radically change our minds. In this context, it is to turn from a sense of spiritual self-sufficiency to an 
acknowledgement that we are sinners estranged from God by our insistence on independence from him, an 
independence sometimes expressed in passive indifference and at other times in active rebellion. Further, 
repentance leads us to transfer all of our confidence from any goodness in us to Jesus when it comes to 
reconciliation and relationship with God. Taken together, our repentance and faith mean that we trust in Jesus 
Christ and surrender to him as both Saviour and Lord. We give him his rightful place as our reconciler and our 
leader. 

If and when you are ready to make this decision, one way to be clear and definite about it is to express this to God 
in heartfelt prayer. The following prayer may provide you with the words or prompt you to find your own, as you 
take this momentous step. 

Dear God, I believe that Jesus Christ is, as the gospels present him, God who became human in order to 
reconcile us to you. I understand that his intervention was and is necessary because each of us has 
fallen short of your goodness. Please forgive my sins of indifference and independence that separate 
me from you. I humbly transfer all of my confidence for acceptance with you from myself to Jesus. I 
choose to trust in Jesus as my reconciler. In so doing, I surrender to him as the rightful leader of my life. 
With your help, I want to follow Jesus for the rest of my life. Amen. 

DISCOVER   the WORD



If you have committed your life to Jesus—just now or at some time in the past—ongoing nurture of your 
relationship with God is of paramount importance. Regularly reading the Bible, as your spiritual food, and talking 
with God in prayer are essential to growing in Christ. Conversations with other Christ followers about Jesus, about 
your relationship with him, and about living for him are also of fundamental importance. We live and grow best in 
community.  

Clearly there is much more in the Bible beyond the five books in the gospel genre. After a thorough reading of the 
gospels, we encourage you to broaden your exploration of scripture to include other genres found in Old and New 
Testaments. As you expand your reading in the Bible, we invite you to consider additional Discover the Word  
(DTW) modules designed to help you to Hit the Mark. 
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Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path  (Ps 119:105)

Afterword

DTW 2 - Growing in the Word  

• Exploring Bible translations 
• Reading Old Testament (OT) narrative, Psalms, and Proverbs 
• Developing the life-giving habit of daily Bible reading 

DTW 3 - Maturing in the Word 

• Gaining a grasp of general principles of interpretation 
• Reading New Testament (NT) letters 
• Learning how to undertake in-depth Bible study 
• Reading the Bible with those who are Exploring Christ 

DTW 4 - Abiding in the Word 

• Learning to decipher Bible prophecy 
• Reading the OT major and minor prophets and the NT Revelation 
• Developing Bible memory and meditation skills 
• Learning to teach the Bible to others



Good Answers Depend on Good Evidence 

Discover the Word 1 challenges us to courageously and honestly look for answers to important questions about 
whether we can trust the gospels to be telling the truth about Jesus. By thoroughly investigating the reliability of 
the scriptures in general, and the gospels in particular, we can address numerous important questions. It is not our 
intent in this module to raise all the good questions, or to provide exhaustive answers; however, the following 
questions and truths may whet your appetite for more substantial research.  

Was Jesus really an historical figure, as the gospels claim, or was he merely a fictional character, as some 
charge? 

• Besides the New Testament, which can be validated as providing reliable historical accounts of 
Jesus’ life, there are 10 known non-Christian writers who mention Jesus within 150 years of his life. 
These non-Christian sources—some of them anti-Christian—include the historians Josephus and 
Tacitus, the philosopher Celsus, and the Jewish Talmud. 

• When you include both Christian and non-Christian sources, there are about as many ancient 
writings that mention Jesus as cite Tiberius Caesar, the Roman emperor of the day.1 

Are the manuscripts of the gospels that exist today accurate copies of the originals? 

• We have no original manuscripts of the 27 New Testament books. That’s not unusual, since all 
significant ancient writings are reproductions from originals, yet the more plentiful and early 
manuscripts are, the more accurate reconstructions are.  

• There are nearly 5,800 Greek manuscripts of the New Testament. The next most plentiful ancient 
manuscript is Homer’s Iliad with 1,800 copies. We have mere handfuls of most non-biblical ancient 
texts (for example, Herodotus, Plato, Tacitus, Caesar, Pliny).  

• While the earliest time gap between original manuscripts and the first surviving copies for the New 
Testament is 25 years, the gap for the Iliad is 400 years and much longer for other non-biblical 
writings, such as those of Demosthenes (1,400), Herodotus (1,400), Plato (1,200), Tacitus (1,000), 
Caesar (1,000) and Pliny (750).  

• The quantity of surviving Christian manuscripts is all the more remarkable since hundreds, and 
perhaps thousands, were destroyed during periods of persecution that lasted until A.D. 311.  

• New Testament documents deserve the same level of acceptance that other ancient documents 
enjoy.2

FINDING GOOD ANSWERS TO IMPORTANT QUESTIONS
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 1 Norman Geisler and Frank Turek, I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist,	222
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Were the New Testament accounts, including the gospels, written soon after the events? 

• We know that all New Testament books were written before A.D. 100 because letters written 
between A.D. 95 and 110 by Clement, Ignatius, and Polycarp, early Christian leaders, quote from 25 
of the 27 books of the New Testament. 

• We also know that most New Testament books were written before A.D. 70, about 40 years after the 
death of Jesus. One reason we know this is that they speak of Jerusalem and the temple, which 
were destroyed by Roman armies in A.D. 70, as still intact.  

• We also know that many New Testament books were written before A.D. 62. We know this because 
Luke, the author of the Gospel of Luke and Acts, mentions the martyrdom of Stephen and James 
the brother of John, but ends Acts with the other two primary leaders, Paul and James the brother 
of Jesus, still alive. We know from Josephus that James was killed in A.D. 62.  

• If Acts, the sequel to the Gospel of Luke, was written by A.D. 62, then the Gospel of Luke was written 
before that (See Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1-2), probably by A.D. 60—and Mark, one of the eyewitnesses on 
which Luke depended, was written even before that.  
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• It is likely that the New Testament writers saw no need to write down their testimony earlier 
because most people in first-century Palestine, being illiterate, had developed strong memories 
and depended on oral communication to pass along information. The writers also expected Jesus 
to return soon. Only as the writers aged and Christianity spread over the ancient world did they 
realize that written communication was needed to preserve and pass along truth. 

• The gap between the life of Jesus and writing about his life is narrow enough to ensure accuracy 
but not wide enough to produce legend. Myth cannot crowd out historical fact while eyewitnesses 
are alive.3 
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Gospel of 
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AD 70 
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Jerusalem

AD 95-110 
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25/27  books of the Bible
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Jesus is 
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Jesus dies and 
is resurrected

AD 27 
Jesus’ ministry 

begins

AD 62 
Book of 
Acts

Most all the books of the NT written 
before AD 70 (except the gospel of 
John, 1, 2 & 3 John, and Revelation)

AD 45 
1st NT book 
(James)
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Are the accounts written by eyewitnesses? 

• The essential qualification of the first apostles was to have been with Jesus throughout his ministry 
and to have seen him after his resurrection (Acts 1:15-26). 

• The apostles frequently claimed to be eyewitnesses of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection (E.g.: Acts 
2:32; 3:15; 4:18-20; 5:30-32; 10:39-40; 1 Peter 5:1; 2 Peter 1:16; John 19:33-35; 20:24-30; 1 John 1:1-2). 

• Luke and the writer of Hebrews claimed to be informed by such eyewitnesses (Luke 1:1-2; Hebrews 
2:3-4).  

• The Apostle Paul told the church in Corinth that over 500 people, many still alive, were 
eyewitnesses of the resurrected Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:3-8). He did so, knowing that his claim 
could stand up to fact checking by his readers.4 
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Did the writers tell the truth? 

• Luke’s reliability as an historian has been affirmed again and again by historians and archeologists. 
For example, one scholar has listed 84 verifiable facts recorded by Luke in the last 16 chapters of 
Acts alone—places, names, environmental conditions, customs, and more. Similarly, the Gospel of 
Luke includes 11 names of confirmed political and religious leaders in its first 3 chapters.  

• John’s Gospel contains at least 59 historically confirmed or probable details.  

• The New Testament writers included embarrassing details about themselves—their slowness of 
understanding, blunders, cowardice, and doubts.   

• The writers also included embarrassing details about Jesus, including some of his sayings which 
seemed outrageous at the time. 

• The writers related events about the resurrection that they would not have invented—his burial in 
the tomb of a Jewish authority, the first witnesses of his resurrection being women (some with 
shady backgrounds), and the well-known false narrative that Jesus’ disciples had stolen his body 
from the tomb (a lie perpetrated by the Jewish authorities and supported by bribing the guards at 
the tomb). 

 4 Geisler and Turek, 251-274



• The writers independently include divergent details that, rather than contradict each other’s 
accounts, complement them.  

• The writers, with matter of fact simplicity and without embellishment, described miracles as they 
did other historical events.  

• The writers, who had abandoned lifelong beliefs and practices to follow Jesus, not only adopted 
new ones but would not deny their testimony regardless of persecution and threat of death. They 
were not likely to pay this price for falsehoods.5
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We hope that these tiny tastes of the evidence for the historicity and reliability of New Testament documents, 
including the gospels, motivates you to delve a little deeper into the subject. The details behind the evidence just 
cited—and other similar evidence—are far more interesting and compelling than the barebones facts just listed. If 
you are unsure about the trustworthiness of the New Testament or want to be better informed on the subject, we 
encourage you to do some further reading.  

One of the many excellent books to explore is I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist by Norman L. Geisler and 
Frank Turek. Cold-Case Christianity is another fascinating book in which the author, J. Warner Wallace, a homicide 
detective, using the same principles long practiced in his cold-case work, investigates the claims of the gospels.  

Going Deeper in the Gospels 

To review concepts covered in DTW 1 and to deepen your understanding of the gospels, click on the following link 
to check out the Bible Project’s study notes on “How to Read the Gospel.” These are also located on our webpage 
(url on page 5).

 5 Geisler and Turek, 255-297

The Journey has just Begun 

We hope you have enjoyed this Discover the Word journey so far. The goal of this journey, like the flight of an 
arrow towards a bullseye, is to Hit the Mark. In this case, the Mark is a person—The Person—the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Living Word to which the written word points from beginning to end. Whether you already knew Jesus before 
starting this journey, have come to know him along the way, or are still exploring him, we hope that reaching the 
end of this book will not be the end of the journey for you. May we all—together—not only get to know him but get 
to know him better and better as our relationship with him grows and matures.  

HIT THE MARKto

https://www.rossroadcc.ca/ministries/lead/pages/dtw-1
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