
 

 

SIT 

Kids Connection (5,8) 

Sermon 

STAND 

The Prayers 

God of love, 

Receive our prayer. 

Gracious God, bathe us always in the light of your Word made 

flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

SIT 

Special Musical Offering (8)                           St. Mary’s Adult Choir 

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” - ARR. DAVID HEIN 

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the child is Lord of all. 

Swiftly winging, angels singing, bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 

Christ the child is Lord of all. 

 

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new. 

Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: 

Christ the child was born for all. 

Offering 

STAND 

Offertory Hymn:           Hymn #296 “What Child Is This”  vs. 1 & 3 

Offering Prayer  

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came 

among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have 

blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With 

the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy 

at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary . . .  we praise your name and join in 

your unending hymn: 

Sanctus  (TO THE TUNE OF HYMN #270 “HARK! THE HERALD 

ANGELS SING”) 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord! God of Hosts, by all Adored! 

Heav’n and Earth cannot contain All the Glory of Your Name. 

Hail! Hosanna, God most High! Blest is He who now draws nigh 

In the name of God the King. Hallelujahs glad we sing, 

Hail, Hosanna! Praises due be forever, Lord to You! 

Welcome / Prelude 

STAND 

Christ Candle /Wreath Lighting   

Because injustice and despair threaten to overwhelm us, we pray 

for hope…  

Because so many swords have not yet been beaten into 

plowshares, we pray for peace… 

Because grief and loss weigh so heavily, we pray for joy... 

Because hatred is still so strong, and because people all over the 

world are suffering, we pray for love. 

God has come to us as a child, to dwell with us, and to walk with 

us. 

May the light and the fire from these candles burn away 

everything that is preventing the God of hope and peace and joy 

and love from being born among us. 

Friends, be not afraid, even now — even now — the light of Christ 

is overwhelming the world, on earth as it is in heaven!   

GATHERING SONG       Hymn #270 “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”  

CHRISTMAS DIALOG 

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world! 

He is the Light no darkness can overcome. 

At darkest night we gather to celebrate the great light of our 

salvation. 

With the heavenly host we sing,  

“Glory to God in the highest heaven.” 

In Christ, God’s Word is made flesh and lives among us. 

With the shepherds, we will tell of the wonders  

we have seen and heard. 

HYMN                                                    Hymn #300 “The First Noel”  

GREETING AND PRAYER 

May the grace and truth of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

All are welcome at St. Mary’s!  
Please respect the beauty of reverence and quiet 

reflection as we prepare for worship. Turn off phones 
or silence them. 

    St. Mary’s Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America 
www.stmaryslutheran.org 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE  
5:00PM & 8:00PM 

Saturday, December 24, 2022 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness 

of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the 

light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 

brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

SIT 

Special Musical Offering (8)                           St. Mary’s Adult Choir 

“Gesu Bambino” - PIETRO YON 

When blossoms flowered 'mid the snows Upon a winter night 

Was born the Child, the Christmas Rose, the King of Love and Light. 

The angels sang, the shepherds sang, The grateful earth rejoiced, 

And at His blessed birth the stars Their exultation voiced. 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

 

Again the heart with rapture glows To greet the holy night 

That gave the world its Christmas Rose, Its King of Love and Light. 

Let ev'ry voice acclaim His name, The grateful chorus swell, 

From paradise to earth He came That we with Him might dwell. 

WORD                                                                Pew Bible Page  

First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7                                     (pg. 555) 

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope 
based on the birth of a royal child with a name full of promise. 
While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real 
basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will do this! 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14                             (pg. 969) 

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for 
all humanity. Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly 
while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

STAND 

Gospel Acclamation                                “Alleluia” (ELW p. 151)  

The holy gospel according Luke 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]                                    (pg. 832-833) 

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce 
the “good news of great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 

The gospel of the Lord.    

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Gospel Hymn:                           Hymn: #274 “On Christmas Night” 

2 

3 

1 
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Words of Institution / Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  

Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

Glory to God in the highest! 

Come to the table of peace. 

SIT 

Communion 

Directions 

We welcome all followers of Jesus Christ to Holy Communion. 
Christ is present and you are welcome! Young children who have not 
had instruction are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. 
We offer gluten-free & regular wafers, grape juice and wine 
options.  If you are unable to come forward, please remain seated 
and tell the ushers you’d like communion in your seat and it will 
be brought to you.  The ushers will direct all during communion. 
 

Distribution Hymns:   

#279 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

#268 “From Heaven Above” vs. 1-3, 14 

#276 “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 

STAND 

Post Communion Blessing 

The Gospel of the Incarnation 

John 1:1-14                                                                      (pg. 862) 

Arise, Shine for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has 

risen upon you! Let us walk in the light of life, Jesus Christ, 

Immanuel, God with Us! 
 

The minister lights a large candle from the Christ candle, 

which symbolizes Christ, the Light of the world of whom 

John’s gospel speaks. The ushers light their candles from 

the minister’s candle, then light the candle of each 

worshiper nearest the aisle. The lighted candle is never 

tilted, but is always held upright when giving light to another. 

8:00PM:  

ASSISTING MINISTER: Patricia Mason 

READER: Richard Sjoerdsma 

ORGAN:  Deb Black    

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:Taylor & Andrea Beer, Brian Mason 

GREETERS:  Anne Winkle 

USHERS: Gary Rice, Ralph Tollas, Carole Scotese, Dave 

Raszkiewicz, Dan Neururer and/or Doug Derginer 

 

 

2022  CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS 

Monetary Gift to ELCA Outreach Center 

Lisa Rasmussen-Zanin & Mark Zanin – in memory of Berger & 

Jo Rasmussen  
 

Christmas Poinsettias 

 Alice and Peter Schwalbe—in memory of Alfons & 

Elisabeth Schwalbe, Josephine Geiger and Laura Wilson. 

 Jubilate! Handbell Choir—in honor of Maddie Weirick, 

Jubilate! Handbell Choir Director. 

 Steve & Debbie Hartfield—in honor of our new 

granddaughter, Celine. 

 Julie, Mike & Alyssa Schmit—in memory of Janet Ruefer, 

Lee Schmit 

 The Raskiewicz Family—in memory of David Munchoff 

 The Weipert Family—in memory of David Munchoff 

 Corinne & Lary Nelson—in memory of Herbert & Hazel 

Kellor; Elizabeth, Phillip and Kathleen Kellor 

 Bob & Sue Van Bendegom—in honor of our 3 

grandchildren: David II, Evalyn Irene, & Rylee Kay and in 

honor of our 3 children: Ken, David and Mindy 

 Gretchen Rasch—in honor of my family 

 William A. Hafke Family—in memory of Fred & Frieda 

Hafke, and Kate V. Hafke   

 Marlene Principe—in memory of loved ones 

 Lorraine Harris—in memory of Glen Harris 

 

 

 

We extend our deepest sympathies to the family of 
Dr. Robert Smick, and his wife, Dawn. Dr. Smick 

passed away on Sunday, December 18th at the age of 
97. Burial services pending Veteran’s Cemetery in 

2023. May he rest in peace with his Lord.  

Hymn of Light:                   Hymn #281 “Silent Night, Holy Night!” 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so 

tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, 

Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of 

redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 

Blessing 

God bless you and keep you, 

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

The candles are extinguished.  

Sending Hymn:                                           #267 “Joy to the World” 

Dismissal 

Christ the Savior is born! 

Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
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~ PLEASE LEAVE CANDLES IN BASKETS IN NARTHEX ~  

 
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP LEADERS INCLUDE: 

INTERIM PASTOR: Pastor Kathy Brown 

SOUND/VIDEO:  Kristofer Twadell, SMLC Technician 

MUSICIAN:  Deb Black    

KIDS CONNECTION: Pastor Kathy Brown 

5:00PM: 

ASSISTING MINISTER: Tim Somers 

READER:  Stephanie Raszkiewicz 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Lisa & Mark Zanin, Edie Iverson , 

Gretchen Rasch 

GREETERS:  Lisa & Mark Zanin 

USHERS: Bob VanBendegom, Dale Brandes, Sandy Benson 
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