
Sermon Study Guide (September 25, 2022) 
This Week:  Committed to Seeking God  
Series:  Vibrant 
Passage:  Acts 1:4; 12-14; 23; 2:1-4 
 
BIG IDEA:  A Vibrant Faith commits to seeking God 
 
LOOK BACK: 
 
Take some time asking how the week was in the lives of 
people in your life group. 
 
Group Discussion:  How did God speak to you this week?  Did 
you experience any “God moments” or “Encounters”?  Was 
there anything that frustrated or discouraged you in your 
faith?  Take a moment to open in prayer and ask the Holy 
Spirit to prepare our heart’s for the study tonight. 
 

 
APPETIZER:  LEARN TOGETHER 
 

1.  The vision of Emmanuel Church is to “demonstrate a 
VIBRANT faith that brings LIFE to the world.”  Vibrant is 
a word associated with “vibrating”, which gives the 
sense of a string vibrating to make a sound, like a 
symphony does.  When we see something vibrant, it 
pulses with energy.  Question:  What are some things 
in your life that “pulse with energy?”  Where do we 
see this kind of energy in life? 

 

 
MAIN COURSE:  
 

 
1.  Read Acts 1 to Acts 2:1-4 together.  What are key 

words or ideas that you notice in this passage?  What 
comes to life, or what is a detail that you haven’t seen 
or thought of before?   
 

2. In this first sermon in the series called “Vibrant” we 
look at the book of Acts for a picture of what a vibrant 
faith looks like.  Acts 1 doesn’t necessarily look like 
there is a lot of action going on.  However, the chapter 
is demonstrating one of the key elements to a vibrant 
faith: a community seeking God together.  In Acts 1:4, 
Jesus tells his disciples to STAY in Jerusalem and WAIT 
for the promised Holy Spirit.  Group Discussion: What 
is the significance of staying in Jerusalem for the 
disciples?  And why did they have to take time to wait 
for the Holy Spirit?  Also, if Jesus appeared to us today 
and told us to “stay and wait” for the Holy Spirit, 
where would we go and how would we wait?  
 

3. For the disciples, staying and waiting was made vibrant 
through “joining together in constant prayer.”  The 
three elements within this action are as follows: (a) 
They were unified. (b) they were faithful and 
consistent, and (c) they prayed.  Question:  What does 
unity, faithfulness and prayer look like when it comes 
to a community seeking God?  Can it look different to 



different communities?  What kind of things are NOT 
part of the picture of a community seeking God? 

 
4. Two of the challenges in living out a vibrant faith 

through “staying and waiting on God” include the 
temptation to become bored with either the people or 
the activity, as well as the temptation to get frustrated 
with the awkwardness of the people or the activity.  
Pastor Jeff has often said, “We’re all weird once you 
get to know a person.”  Group Discussion:  What are 
some of the first things Christians do when they get 
bored?  What are some of the first things Christians 
do when faith gets awkward? 
 

5. Dean Pinter once said that, “When the Christian story 
is truly understood and lived, it is an expansive and 
enlivening power.”  There is a sense that when our 
faith is not vibrant, when we get bored or feel 
awkward, we lose site of what Christianity is all about.  
And when we rediscover our role in God’s kingdom, 
our faith becomes embedded with new energy.  
Question:  What gets you excited about the mission 
and message of Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DESSERT:  LIVE FORWARD 
 

 
At the end of the day, a commitment to seeking God together 
in community begins with us as individuals.  It begins with the 
“revolution of our hearts.” 
 

1.  Take a moment to quietly reflect on our own “upper 
room experience” (staying and waiting on God).  How 
has our relationship with God been going?  Do we feel 
like we are living out a vibrant faith (not a perfect faith, 
but a vibrant faith?) 
 

2. What are some practices you can commit to this week 
to open your hearts to the Holy Spirit?  How can you 
reintroduce yourself to the Gospels—the good news—
of Jesus this week? 
 

Take a moment to pray for each other, that God would 
graciously empower us by his Spirit to seek God with a 
“pulsing energy” and enthusiasm in the week ahead. 
 
Note:  Two resources that are beneficial to helping with 
leaning our schedules towards seeking God: 
 

1.  Download the Bible App and invite group members to 
a weekly or daily devotional. 

2. Pick up a STEPS Journal at the church and adopt it as a 
way to read through the Bible in a year. 

 


