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       Acts 1:1-11 and 2:1-47 
        
   
Introduction 
 
 A Culture of Disciple-Making 
 
  culture = “the way of life, especially the general customs and beliefs, of a 

particular group of people at a particular time; the attitudes, behavior, opinions, 
etc. of a particular group of people within society” (Cambridge Dictionary) 

 
   what people… + …cultivate… = …results in a certain culture 
 
  disciple = following > learning > becoming 
 
 
 The Church 
 
  Should all local churches have a culture of disciple-making? 
 
   (What are alternative cultures local churches have instead?) 
 
  How can all local churches pursue a culture of disciple-making? 
 
   (What reveals that local churches are pursuing a culture of disciple-making?) 
 
 
   Four Key Passages 
 
   Part 1 | Matthew 16:13-20 | The church is focal point of what Jesus is doing 

now—it should be the focal point of those who claim to follow Him 
    

   Part 2 | Matthew 28:16-20 | Jesus’ disciples making other disciples is the 
way He plans to build His church—now, until the end of the age 

    

   Part 3 | Acts 1:1-11; 2:1-47 
    

   Part 4 | Ephesians 4:1-10, 11-16  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  “I will build my church”  >   
   by Disciples “making disciples of all the nations”  >  ?   
 
   HOW do Jesus’ disciples make other disciples? 
 
 
A Culture of Disciple-Making, pt. 3 Acts 1:1-11; 2:1-47 
 
  Acts 1:1-11 
 
   ESV Acts 1:1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus 

began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had 
given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 
3 To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me; 5 
for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now." 6 So when they had come together, they asked him, 
"Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them, "It 
is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth." 9 And when he had said these things, as they 
were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 
And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood 
by them in white robes, 11 and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 

    
   Background and Summary  
 
     
 
    The multiplication of the word (the gospel) and 
    The growth of the church (through churches)  
 
   Observations 
 
    -  This passage (and Acts as a whole) is intentionally set against the 

backdrop of Jesus’ “doing” and “teaching” ministry, Him being “taken up,” 
a period of 40 days, and His instructions to His apostles. 

 
    - The apostles were to wait in Jerusalem, following Jesus’ ascension, for 

the Father’s promise (being baptized “with” the Holy Spirit). 
  
    - They were instructed by Jesus… 
 
     …they wondered about the restoration of the kingdom 
     …they weren’t to focus on the timing of the kingdom’s restoration 
     …they were to focus on being His witnesses to the end of the earth 
     …they were not to stand there but still anticipate His return the same way  
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    - Jesus was taken up to heaven (the Father) and they obeyed Him. 
 
 
  Acts 2:1-47  
 
   Observations 
 
    - On the day of Pentecost (10 days later), they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit… 
 
     …I see no reason not to take this as being “baptized with the Holy Spirit” 
 
      “the promise of the Father” (1:4; 2:33, 39) 
      “baptized with the Holy Spirit” (1:5; 11:16) 
      “the Holy Spirit come(s) upon you” (1:8; cf. “fell on,” 10:44; 11:15) 
      “filled with the Holy Spirit” (2:4) 
      “pour(ed) out (His) Spirit” (2:17, 18, 33; 10:45) 
      “receive(d) the gift of the Holy Spirit” (2:38; 10:45, 47; cf. 11:17) 
  
     …Joel, the OT prophet, foretold of something like this happening 
     …this resulted in them “telling the mighty works of God” 
     …this is the direct result of Jesus being “exalted” to the Father 
     …this is a gift to everyone who repents and believes in Him 
 
    - They started bearing witness in Jerusalem, where they were… 
 
     …they gave explanation for what others were seeing and hearing 
     …they gave explanation of the who and what of Jesus Christ 
     …they gave explanation of the right response to His testimony 
  
    - They then gathered regularly and intentionally with other believers. 
 
     (2:41)  Then (on the one hand) those who welcomed his word… 
 
        …they were baptized (in water), and 
        …they were added (to the church) 
 
     (2:42) And (on the other hand) those same people were continually 

devoting themselves to… 
 
        …the apostles teaching, and 
        …the fellowship 
        …the breaking of bread, and 
        …the prayers 
 
 
   Making disciples happens as His disciples… 
 
   …witness about Jesus in words, and 
   …come together with other disciples (believers) in practical, intentional, 

regular, and local ways 
 

  If Matthew 16:18 (representatively) helps us understand that, in order to have a 
disciple-making culture as a local church, we all need to prioritize the church…  

 
  …and Matthew 28:19-20 (representatively) helps us understand that, in order to 

prioritize the church, we all need to be committed to the progressive 
development of every disciple… 

 
  …then Acts 1:1-11 and 2:1-47 (representatively) helps us understand that, in 

order to be committed to the progressive development of every disciples, we all 
need to practically witness to unbelievers while being devoted to a local group 
of believers 

 
Discipleship is both making new disciples and maturing already disciples. 
 
Thus, witnessing of Jesus to unbelievers and being devoted to a local group of 
believers are both a part of discipleship. 
 
So, every disciple practically should seek to evangelize unbelievers by going to 
them, and edifying other believers by gathering with them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
_ 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you know the gospel (the witness) of Jesus? 
Are you seeking to tell others about (witness to) the gospel of Jesus? 
 

Do you know that you’re supposed to be together with other believers? 
Are you living in such a way that you are devoted to a local church? 
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