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This Service and Bulletin are dedicated to the Glory of God 
and in loving memory of 

 
 

Eric Rex Hennington 
 
 

December 21, 1947 - January 4, 2023 
 
 
January 10, 2023                   3:00PM 

 
 
PRELUDE MUSIC 

 
 

(We Stand) 
 
 

THE CONGREGATION IS ASKED TO PARTICIPATE BY RESPONDING  
WITH THE BOLD VERSES AND BY SINGING THE HYMNS. 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to worship, to proclaim 
Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our brother, Eric, to give thanks for his life, 
to commend him to our merciful redeemer, and to comfort one another in our grief. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were buried  
therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
 
Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth, who by your 
breath gave us life, we glorify you. 
We glorify you. 
 
Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who rose from 
the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you. 
We praise you. 
 
Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure confidence and  
everlasting hope, we worship you. 
We worship you. 
 
To you, O blessed Trinity, Father, Son+, and Holy Spirit be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN          “Morning Has Broken”            ELW 556 



4 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our brother, Eric. We thank you for 
giving him to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. In your  
boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see that death has been  
swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live in confidence and hope 
until, by your call, we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 

(We Sit) 
 
 

FIRST READING                  Jeremiah 29:5-7, 11-14 
 
5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce.  6 Take wives and 
have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that 
they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease.  

7
 But seek the welfare 

of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare 
you will find your welfare.  

 

11
 For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with hope.  
12

 Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, 
I will hear you.  

13
 When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart,  

14
 I will let you find me, says the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all 

the nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back 
to the place from which I sent you into exile.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SECOND READING                  Proverbs 3:5-10 
 
5
 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight.  

6
 In all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.  
7
 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear 

the LORD, and turn away from evil.  
8
 It will be a healing for your flesh and a refreshment for 

your body.  
9
 Honor the LORD with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce;   

10
 then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.  

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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(We stand to welcome the Holy Gospel and say together:) 
 
 

THE VERSE 
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory and power forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL                Matthew 6:25-34 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 6th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said, 

25
 "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 

drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing?  

26
 Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 

your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  
27

 And can any of you 
by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?  

28
 And why do you worry about clothing? 

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin,  
29

 yet I tell you, even 
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.  

30
 But if God so clothes the grass of 

the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe 
you-- you of little faith?  

31
 Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we 

drink?' or 'What will we wear?'  
32

 For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed 
your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  

33
 But strive first for the kingdom of 

God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  
34

 "So do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today's trouble is enough for today.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

(We Sit) 
 
 
SERMON            Pastor Jason Antley 
 
 

(We Stand) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY              “Amazing Grace”            ELW 779 
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THE APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy  
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, you have knit your chosen people together in one communion, in the mystical 
body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Give to your whole Church in heaven and on earth 
your light and your peace. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection may die to sin and 
rise to newness of life and that through the grave and gate of death we may pass with him to 
our joyful resurrection. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that your Holy Spirit 
may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from all our sins and 
serve you with a quiet mind. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your loving care, that, casting all their sorrow on 
you, they may know the consolation of your love. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have strength to meet the 
days ahead in the comfort of a holy and certain hope, and in the joyful expectation of eternal life 
with those they love. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the  
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Grant us grace to entrust Eric to your never-failing love which sustained him in this life.  
Receive him into the arms of your mercy, and remember him according to the favor you bear 
for your people. 
Hear us, Lord. 
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God of all grace, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and immortality to light. 
We give you thanks because by his death Jesus destroyed the power of death and by his  
resurrection has opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because 
he lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come 
shall be able to separate us from your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen  
 

(We Sit) 
 

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS 
 

(We Stand) 
 

COMMENDATION 
Let us commend Eric to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Eric. Acknowledge, we  
humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own 
redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting 
peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray, O Lord, support us all the daylong of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen 
and the evening comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is 
done. Then, in your mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the 
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in everything good so that you 
may do God's will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in God's sight; through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us go forth in peace. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN    “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”            ELW 779 
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Pastors   Rev. Jason T. Antley 
    Rev. Ralph G. Hill 
 
Organist   Ms. Susan WIlson 
 
Crucifer   Mrs. Shannon Burnett 
 
Usher    Steve Fowler 
 
 
THE PASCAL CANDLE is a reminder of the presence of Christ, the Light of the world, who 
brings His power to the darkness of our hearts, helping us to grieve, not as others do who have 
no hope, but in the sure and certain hope that is ours through His death and Resurrection. 
 
 
LEXINGTON—Eric Rex Hennington, age 75, peacefully went home to be with the Lord on  
Wednesday, January 4, 2023. 
 
Eric was born December 21, 1947 in Fort Worth, Texas to Betty Mabe and the late Rex  
Hennington. He was a proud Texan, born and raised, and attended Texas Boys Choir School, 
where he was trained as a Baritone. He later graduated from White Oak High School. Eric  
attended the University of Texas and Texas A&M. He moved to South Carolina in 1977, and 
worked for most of his career as a mortgage broker, retiring from Mortgage Worx. His favorite 
careers, however, were his time working in the amusement park industry for Six Flags over  
Texas and later as part of the opening of Six Flags over Georgia and Carowinds; along with his 
various roles with Lion Country Safari. 
 
To know Eric was to love him. You could typically find him smoking meat on his smoker,  
savoring bourbon, and telling stories. Eric was famous for his smoked chicken salad and sharing 
it with friends and family. He was a SC Senior Certified BBQ Judge for the SC BBQ Association 
and loved sharing the art with others. Eric sang with Palmetto Master Singers, was an avid  
reader, a history buff, a woodcarver, and loved to travel, both locally and internationally. He was 
a member at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church in Irmo. Eric found great joy in spending time with his 
wife, Robin, his family and beloved pets, Tilly and Pixie. He is remembered as a storyteller and 
a funny, fun-loving, God-fearing man. He will be deeply missed by those who loved him. 
 
Eric is survived by his loving wife, Robin W. Bowers; mother, Betty Mabe; daughter, Erika 
Dominick; son, Parker Hennington; grandchildren, Caleb Dominick, Rex Hennington and Olive 
Hennington; two great-grandsons, Clayton and Mayson; sister, Carrie Jacobs (Robert); brother, 
Billy Mabe, along with nieces and nephews. He is preceded in death by his father, Rex  
Hennington; stepfather, C.W. Mabe and beloved pets, Tilly and Pixie Tinkerbell Opal Viola Ivy 
Bowers Hennington, “Pixie”. 
 
A reception for friends and family will follow today’s service.  
 
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Mission Lexington at missionlexingtonsc.org. 
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