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DISCUSSION NOTES 
 
EVERYTHING WE NEED 

2 Peter 1:3-4 | Dave Solmes 

January 8, 2023 

 
A NEW YEAR RIGHT IN FRONT OF US.   
 
 
QUESTION: Do you have any aspirations or concerns as the new year begins? 
 
Read:  2 Peter 1:3-4, “His divine power	has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge 
of him who called us	by his own glory and goodness.	Through these he has given us his very great and precious 
promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the 
world caused by evil desires.” 
 
Our passage today in 2 Peter reminds us of some very important things about moving off the starting line in a 
new year. You have everything you need as you stand at the starting line of this year.  
 
His divine power has given us everything we need. Peter is referencing God’s miraculous strength. There is a 
power residing in God, that we need that we are to benefit from. The invitation of the gospel is for us to 
associate, depend, rely upon and receive God’s power.  A power that is to be acknowledged as at work within 
us. 
 
Read:  Ephesians 3:20: Now unto him that is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that worketh in us. 
 
The gospel is not about us being strong as we stand on a starting line. The gospel, good news, is that God sees 
our weakness and says, “you need help”.  I have come to help, Save you.  I have come so close, so intimate – 
literally come to dwell within you, bringing a power that is active, alive and necessary for Christian living in 
2023.  
 
The whole Bible is revelation of God’s Divine Power – creation, deliverance, keeping power, saving power, 
resurrection power. As we read and observe in the world today – we see that God is permitting us to know 
Him, by observing and receiving His attributes, trusting His character and His nature. His divine power has 
given us everything we need.   
 
“God Has granted us everything” – The word “everything” is in the present tense. In the sense that God keeps 
giving each part to us that applies. One piece at a time. One situation at a time. One day at a time. The bigger 
picture is of God, giving us individual parts, that make up the whole of all that we need.  In this passage, God 
reminds us that it is all there. There is no missing piece to the “everything” God has given you.  
 
Be reminded, friends, as we stand at the start line of a new year. God has given you everything. He is giving 
you everything you need for a godly life.  At just the right time, in the right way, with the right amount. FEAR 
NOT:  Every piece is there. 
 
Read Ephesians 4:24, “and to put on	the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.”  
 
The promises of the Christian life is not so much about what we give Him, it is what we do with, what He gives 
us. God never “patches up” our natural virtues, that is, our natural traits, qualities, or characteristics. He 
completely remakes a person on the inside. So much so, that God describes this as the putting on of a new 
man.”  THE SAYING – “NEW YEAR – NEW YOU” is true. 
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HOW?  Through God’s power, the life God places within a Christian develops (produces) its own new virtues.  
Again, not the virtues of the seed of Adam (first families), but the virtues growing forth from a relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  God will continue to give and give until our very last day, everything you need, so we keep on 
learning to draw our life from the reservoir of the resurrection life of Jesus.  
 
Why is this so important?   
Because are natural virtues are not the promises of what we are going to become.  
 
Let’s be honest:  Our habit is that we want to cling to our natural virtues, while all the time God is trying to get 
us in contact with the life of Jesus— a life that cannot and never be described in terms of natural virtues.  
 
God does not take our natural virtues and transform them. The gospel is not self-improvement or self-
management. The gospel says death to self – death to your virtues – so a resurrection of new life can yield 
virtues from the seed of Jesus Christ.  
 
WHY?  because our natural virtues could never even come close to what Jesus Christ wants. He gives us new 
virtues. 
 
Read: 2 Peter 1:4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises so that through them you 
may participate in the divine nature. 
 
No natural love, no natural patience, no natural purity can ever come up to His demands. But as we bring every 
part of our natural bodily life into harmony with the new life God has placed within us, He will exhibit in us the 
virtues that were characteristic of Jesus. To the point where - every virtue we possess. Is His alone. God has 
given you everything you need.  
 
As I said – “God will continue to give and give until our very last day, so we can keep on learning to draw our 
life from the reservoir of the resurrection life of Jesus.” 
 
 
Why is this so important?   
The Christian life is not managing our flesh. It is crucifying our flesh and being born again by the spirit.  
 
Read:  2 Corinthians 5:17	Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,	the new creation	has come; the old has gone, the new 
is here! 
 
QUESTION: What is God’s heart for you as you stand on that start line?  
ANSWER: To make Himself known through his care for you and care for the world through you  
 
Read:  2 Peter 1:3, “Everything We need for Life and godliness.”  
 
There are three words in the original language of the Bible that translate into the English word “life.” The words 
are Bios, Psuche, and ZOE  
 
Bios - is where we get the word Biology. 
Shows up 10 times in the New Testament. Translates into life, property, civilian, and goods. 
 
Psuche - is where we get the word Psyche. 
Shows up 102 times in the New Testament. Translates into soul, life, lives, person, mind, self  
 
Zoe - is where we get the word Zoa 
Shows up 135 times in the New Testament. Translates into God’s breath, Divine Live, lifetime. 
 
The word for life in 2 Peter is:  Zoe life – it is the only word with “eternal” attached to it.  
It’s the highest form of life and is the life which Jesus gives to us, granted by God, through Jesus, and fulfilled 
by the person of the Holy Spirit.  As you stand on this start line of a new year: God wants to fill you with ZOE 
Life.  
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2nd word is Godliness:  LIFE AND “GODLINESS:   
This is the “godly life”.  This is the Serving piece for the future, =. in relationship with God. Imitating God, Putting 
people in touch with God, by our example. Words, prayer, witness and promotion.  
 
QUESTION: What is our role this year, as God has given us everything we need 
 

1. Pray – prayers need to move beyond listing our needs, and need to include, show me the “everything” 
You have given me, and everything I need.  

2. Priority to surrendering to the Work of the Holy Spirit within our lives  
3. Friendship – find friends that are maturing, growing.  
4. Remind yourself of Scripture by memorizing, reciting, and referencing  

 
James 1:5 / Psalm 23 / Jeremiah 29:11 / Isaiah 61:7  
 
Praise the Lord:  God has given you everything you need for 2023.  
 
2 Peter 1:3-4, “His divine power	has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him	
who called us	by his own glory and goodness.	Through these he has given us his very great and precious 
promises,	so that through them you may participate in the divine nature,	having escaped the corruption in the 
world caused by evil desires.” 
 
 


