
From Pit To Palace… the story of Joseph 
 
 

1. We are looking at a few more stories before we start a new 
series. Why do we take so much time with stories? Because 
these are the stories that were preserved for us in the Bible. 
The Jews and the early Christians chose these stories to save.  

 
2. These stories gave them identity and meaning. They separated 

these people from all the other peoples on earth. We need a 
sense of identity. We have to find it in our work, our family, our 
faith, and the greater story of who we are and how we got here.  
 

3. This story is one of the longest in scripture. That alone should 
make us sit up and pay attention because, if it was this 
important to the Jews to get on paper (papyrus, vellum), and we 
are the inheritors of the story…we need to figure out what this 
means.  
 

4. This story starts out with a family of faith…but it is a very 
strange family to us. They are nomads, remaining in a general 
area but without nation. They are their own people, but a 
people chosen by God to be in a story and to tell a story.  
 

5. Dad was a rebel and a conman in his youth. He’s grown old 
now and he has a lot of sons. This is a polygamous household 
with more than one wife and a concubine thrown in. That 
means sibling rivalry is going to take on a whole new 
dimension.  
 

6. In the 1980s, a model and actress named Kelly Brock was hired 
to do a commercial for Pantene shampoo. The tag line was 
“Don’t hate me ‘cause I’m beautiful.” I think some of us cringed 
every time we saw that commercial. It seemed…inappropriate.  
 

7. Remember the popular kid in school? I do. Great looking, top 
grades, great personality, sports star, aced the SATs? I hated 
him. (the girls who came into class at – your bank balance must 
be this high to speak to them) 
 



8. Joseph was one of those kids. It shocks us to think of his 
brothers doing nasty things to him, to be honest: the patriarchs 
had a tradition of not teaching their kids very well. Remember 
that their ages would have been far apart – not unusual for 
someone to be 50 and get a new baby brother. Third, the family 
was separated, and so emotional and familial ties were hard to 
form and maintain. Brothers and sisters were often strangers to 
each other. 
 

9. What follows is a terrible, complicated, and long story – one of 
the longest in Scripture. If God is going to use all these 
chapters on a guy, it might be important to know about him.  
 

10. Joseph was not his own best friend. His father, Jacob, 
loved Rachel, Joseph’s mother, SO much that that special love 
transferred down to Joseph. He got to live at home while his 
older brothers were out in the field working the sheep. 
 

11.  He was sent to check on his brothers and, well, he 
brought back a bad report and that couldn’t have made the 
brothers feel better about him. He had dreams whose obvious 
interpretation was that his family and brothers would one day 
bow down to him. (it’s best to keep some things – and dreams – 
to yourself) 
 

12. He got the richly ornamented robe from his dad. (You’re 
working at Walmart when your brother drives up in the new 
Jaguar dad bought him) 
 

13. The brothers hated him and they feared the dreams. Time 
had come to stop this dreamer from taking over their lives. Only 
the intervention of Reuben and Judah saved Joseph’s life. He 
was stripped of his fancy clothes and thrown into the cistern in 
the desert of Dothan. Reuben intended to come back and save 
him in secret, but one day when he was gone Judah suggested 
that they sell him to the Ishmaelites, or Midianites.  
 

14. He was sold as a slave, the robe was dipped in blood, 
and Joseph’s brothers told his father, their dad, that Joseph had 



been killed, maybe by wild animals. Jacob refused to be 
comforted at the loss of his son. 
 

15. Life has now gone from top to bottom for Joseph… but 
not all the way. He lands on his feet as the servant of Potiphar, 
a very important Egyptian official. That’s the good news. The 
bad news is that he is still a slave, still held far from home in a 
country that speaks a different language, does not know 
Joseph’s God…and the position Potiphar holds in the Egyptian 
government? Chief executioner.  
 

16. Still, God has favored Joseph and Potiphar sees that and 
elevates him to the head of his household. (must have been his 
character as no miracles or signs are mentioned)  
 

17. This is where the story finally reveals why Joseph was 
blessed. First and foremost, it must be said, Joseph was 
blessed because it advanced the cause of God. We must 
always remember that this story is our story, but it is not about 
us. Second, Joseph was blessed because of his faith and 
faithfulness. Faith is great, but without faithfulness, it is empty. 
Faithfulness is the outward expression of faith. Jesus’s brother, 
James, tells us that in chapter two of his book.  
 

18. Potiphar’s wife noticed that Joseph was well built and 
handsome and smart and she tried to get him to have sex with 
her. This was not a one time try, but day after day after day. He 
couldn’t run away. He couldn’t go to Potiphar about it. He tried 
to explain to her that faithfulness to his God, one of the very 
reasons they treasured him, required him to refuse her.  
 

19. One day she pursued him to the point of ripping his cloak 
off. He fled from her in his underwear. Either this garnered 
attention so she had to make up a story or she was just a very 
vindictive person. Either way, she accused him of trying to rape 
her and Potiphar threw Joseph in prison. (He probably would 
have had him killed if he’d believed her. Still,  Joseph’s life and 
happiness meant nothing in those days) 
 



20. This story is familiar and that can be fatal to the points the 
story wants to make. So, let’s stop here and admit that, if we 
were Joseph, we would be seriously reconsidering our 
relationship with God. We would feel mistreated, abandoned, 
and lost. We would likely question the value of continuing to 
hold to God since it seemed God wasn’t holding on tight in 
return.  
 

21. Once again, God did not desert Joseph. In all of the OT 
only Joseph is described as being filled with the Spirit of God. 
Paul says in Ephesians 5:18 that we are not to be filled with 
wine but filled with the Spirit. Being filled with the Spirit might 
just make you seem as odd to an observer as a drunk does to 
most of us. It makes little human sense for Joseph to remain 
faithful… but he does.  
 

22. Two other officials got into trouble and were thrown into 
prison. One was the valet (cupbearer) and the other was the 
baker (chef). Joseph seemed to have been placed as a servant 
to them in prison. One night they both had dreams and were 
troubled by them. Joseph assured them that God held the 
answer to dreams, so they told him what they dreamed. 
 

23. The cupbearer dreamed that he saw a vine with three 
branches and that he squeezed grapes and gave the juice to 
the King. Joseph told him that the dream meant in three days 
he would be returned to the king’s service. He asked that the 
cupbearer remember him and tell his story to the king so he 
could be released. 
 

24. The baker was happy about this good news prophet and 
told him his dream. He had three baskets of bread on his head, 
but birds were coming and eating out of the top basket. Joseph 
told him that that meant he would be hanged in three days and 
birds would eat his body.  
 

25. Everything happened as he said it would – but the 
cupbearer forgot all about Joseph… until two years later when 
Pharaoh had a dream. The cupbearer remembered Joseph. 
Joseph assured him that God could reveal the dream and its 



meaning. They found Joseph still in prison and brought him. He 
told Pharaoh the meaning of his dream: There would be seven 
good years of harvest and then seven years of famine.  
 

26. Joseph was made second only to Pharaoh in Egypt (even 
over Potiphar!). Pharaoh said, “I am Pharaoh, but without you 
no one will lift hand or foot in Egypt.” He was 30 years old. You 
could get whiplash with the twists and turns his life has taken. 
Still…he is far from home.  
 

27. He arranged the storage of grain and goods and when the 
hard times came, they came hard and reached all the way out 
of Egypt to the land of Jacob and his sons. They were sent by 
Jacob to Egypt to buy grain and there they met Joseph. They 
didn’t recognize him but he recognized them. He imprisoned 
Simeon and sent them back for the youngest son. He slipped 
their silver back into their bags.  
 

28. There is a lot of word play in this story – the word “One” 
brother is an example. There would be no peace until they were 
all together. (Sunday’s sermon) Jacob refuses to engage in 
trade until times get desperate. They go back to Egypt with 
Benjamin, twice the silver required, and gifts.  
 

29. Here is a long passage of going and coming and intrigue, 
all designed to bring the brothers to one point: they are willing 
to give up their lives for the life of the favored younger son, 
Benjamin. Then, Joseph reveals himself to them. They are 
terrified, but he draws them close and says this: 
 

30. “Do not be distressed and do not be angry with 
yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that 
God sent me ahead of you… but God sent me ahead of you to 
preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a 
great deliverance. So then, it was not you who sent me here, 
but God.” He sent them back to bring everyone back to the best 
land in Egypt (and don’t quarrel).  
 

31. Can we learn one of the lessons they had to learn? That 
those who are favored and blessed might be because God has 



something they are to do, a part they are to play. What that part 
is or why they were chosen is none of our business. Can we 
learn to trust the hand of God rather than descend into 
bitterness, envy, or depression?  
 

32. Can we also begin to believe that we are created and 
placed just right to play the part God needs us to play? And can 
we wait for heaven? It all boils down to this: do you trust God? 
 

33. Do you trust God to tell your story? And to play your part 
in it? 

 
 


