
 But thou, O God, have mercy upon us.  
 Forgive us for what we could have been  
  but failed to be.  
 Give us the intelligence to know Your will.  
 Give us the courage to do Your will.  
 Give us the devotion to love Your will.  
 In the name and spirit of Jesus, we pray. Amen.                     

(all pray, making specific silent confession of sin)                        

If anyone does sin,  I John 2:1 (CEB) 
 we have an advocate with the Father,  
 Jesus Christ the righteous One.   
He is God’s way of dealing with our sins,  
not only ours, but the sins of the whole world 
 Thanks be to God. 

Invitation to Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving – Sung Communion Responses: 
God With Us: A Carol Setting for Holy Communion 

The Lord’s Prayer – God With Us: A Carol Setting for 
      Holy Communion 

Communing Together                                                                 
Sending Forth                                                                          
Closing Hymn                  We Three Kings                         UMH #254 
We carry the light from the Candles out to remind us that God calls us to be the 

Light of the World                                                                                                

Blessing  
L:  So this is the God that we serve: 
P:  God shows us the way to Jesus 
  and calls us to share who we know Jesus to be.  
L:  So we can go into our days absolutely fearlessly as we 

continue 
  together 
P:  To develop hearts for God in a Spirit-filled        

community and to spread God’s Love and Grace 
throughout the world. 

L:  May God himself, the God who makes everything holy 
and whole,  (1 Thessalonians 5:23, The Message  
      [MSG]) 

  make you holy and whole,  
  put you together—spirit, soul, and body— 
  and keep you fit for the coming of our Master, Jesus 

Christ 
P:  And also with you.  Amen!                                                                      
 
Sending Music 

*Indicates stand if you are able 

A United Methodist Fellowship 
     Developing hearts for God in a Spirit-filled community; 
      spreading God’s love and grace throughout the world! 
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Announcements 
Preparation and Praise                                                           
Gathering Music          Tell Me the Stories of Jesus           UMH #277 

Greeting/Welcome 

Call to Worship                 https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4511/
 worship-connection-epiphany-sunday                     

L:  Darkness is not limited to night skies;  
  darkness invades our spirits and our souls. 
P:  In darkness of doubt and despair we have lived,  
  until we witnessed the birth of the Savior. 
L:  Now the light has truly come to us!  
P:  Darkness has been banished away! 
L:  Arise! Shine! For the Light of God’s love has come!  
P:  And we shall be led to that Light in joy and               

celebration. 

• Hymn/ Lighting Candles        As with Gladness Men of Old                            
  to #92 vv 1, 3, 4 

                      (We light the Candles to remind us that the God, Who is the 
Light of the World, is near to us)                                                                       

  

Prayer       https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4511/ 
    worship-connection-epiphany-sunday, alt.  

P: Loving God,  
  who breaks through the darkness of doubt and des-

pair,  
  be with us this day as we hear of the visit of the Wise 

Ones,  
  who risked everything to follow a Star.  
 Help us open our hearts and be willing to risk receiving  
  the gift of gracious Love  
  that You have to offer us  
  and help us to hear of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 We ask this as ones who pray what Jesus would want us 

pray.     AMEN. 

   PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
Scripture         Ephesians 3:1-12  
Scripture Response 
L: The Word of God for the People of God. 

Sunday January 8, 2023  Epiphany Sunday 
 Today’s worship service is being recorded and live streamed on our website. 

Cameras and microphones are in use throughout the sanctuary. 
 

Special Music  Soon and Very Soon               (Crouch, arr. Schrader 
 CCLI Song #11249                        

 Countryside Choir 
Scripture                  Matthew 2:1-12  
Scripture Response 
L: The Word of God for the People of God. 
P: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
                                                                                                                  
Message                       Epiphany?                               Jim Hollister  

Prayers for Us, Our Community, and the World  
Invitation to Give God’s Tithe and Our Offerings                                       
 January’s Mission Basket  offering will go to St. Jude’s               
 Children’s Research Hospital   

Offering Hymn           In the Bleak Midwinter        UMH #221 v 4 

Prayer of Dedication  https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/

 entry/4510/worship-elements-epiphany-sunday-option-2, alt. 

God of light and promise, we bring our gifts to further 
Your work in a dark world.  May they bring Your light 
to those overwhelmed by darkness, pain, and loneliness.  
Accept these gifts of money and time, indeed, the gift of 
our very selves.  Let them shine for all to see, and may they 

come to know You through what we say about You.  In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.                                                                        
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 

 Prayer of Confession, Assurance and Pardon                                 
       a prayer of Martin Luther King,          
 L:  Thou Eternal God,  

  out of whose absolute power and infinite intelligence  
  the whole universe has come into being,  
  we humbly confess that we have not loved thee  
  with our hearts, souls and minds,  
  and we have not loved our neighbors as Christ loved 

us.  
 We have all too often lived by our own selfish impulses  
  rather than by the life of sacrificial love  
 as revealed by Christ. We often give in order to receive.  
 We love our friends and hate our enemies.  
 We go the first mile but dare not travel the second.  
We forgive but dare not forget.   And so as we look within 

ourselves, we are confronted with the appalling fact  
that the history of our lives  is the history of an eternal     

revolt against You.  
 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4511/worship-connection-epiphany-sunday
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4511/worship-connection-epiphany-sunday

