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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    

 

PRELUDE  

                                          

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us,  

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 

*ENTRANCE HYMN “God, Whose Almighty Word” ELW #673 

 

GREETING ELW p. 138 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also, with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray, 

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and 

anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their 

calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:                  ISAIAH 42:1-9 
 

God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The servant 

will not exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the 

fulfilling of the servant’s task. God’s old promises have been fulfilled; the servant’s new 

assignment is to bring light to the nations. 



 1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

 I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 

 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

 4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; 

  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

 5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

 who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 

 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept 

you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 

  7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

 8I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, 

  nor my praise to idols. 

 9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; 

 before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM (Read Responsively)  PSALM 29 
 
1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 

 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.  

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 

 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 

 7The voice | of the LORD bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 

 8The voice of the LORD
| shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.  

 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 

 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 

 11O LORD, give strength | to your people; give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.  

 

 

 

 



SECOND READING ACTS 10:34-43  
 

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the 

good news of God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a 

result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in 

the name of Jesus Christ. 
 

34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 

him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—

he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 

baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 

for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and 

allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, 

and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to 

the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 

dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (sung)  ELW p. 142 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew 3:13-17 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

*GOSPEL READING  MATTHEW 3:13-17 
 

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified 

publicly as God’s child. 
 

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would have 

prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus 

answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” 

Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 

suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with 

whom I am well pleased.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON            “Poland Discovery Trip”  presentation by Michelle Reynolds 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY “Shall We Gather at the River” ELW #423 

 



*THE APOSTLES’ CREED  ELW p. 105 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

A:  Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our hearts and minds to the new 

things you are declaring. Strengthen bishops, pastors, deacons, lay leaders, and teachers of the 

faith. Equip the baptized for your reconciling and redeeming work. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

A:  Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ baptism you reveal the 

waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and watersheds (local water sources may be 

named). Bring relief to parched lands and to communities without access to safe water. Merciful 

God,  receive our prayer. 
 

A:  Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase cooperation and 

constructive dialogue between nations. Guide local, national, and international authorities to 

govern with equity, vision, and integrity. We pray for those in military service, for 

peacemakers, and for our enemies. Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 
 

A:  Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee from oppression, 

war, poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers, caregivers, first responders, counselors, 

and all who help and heal. Comfort those who are grieving or experiencing crisis.  Merciful 

God,  receive our prayer. 
 

A:  Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle the gifts of your Spirit 

in your people. Accompany the newly baptized, those recently ordained, and any beginning a 

new ministry. Inspire synodical leaders and congregational councils to serve with imagination 

and wisdom. Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 
 

A:  Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all generations. We give thanks for 

those who have died in Christ, trusting that we will be united with them and all the saints in 

Christ’s resurrection life. Merciful God,  receive our prayer. 
 

P:  We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 

Christ crucified.  Amen. 

 

* PEACE 
 

OFFERING   

   

OFFERING PRAYER       

Let us pray. 

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, 



and shape us as people of your justice and freedom.  You we magnify and adore, through 

Jesus our Savior,  Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING & HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 144 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

LORD’S PRAYER ELW p. 145, right side 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Come and taste the joy of God! 

 

COMMUNION “Lamb of God” ELW p. 146 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray. 

Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always.  Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”  ELW #310 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*POSTLUDE 

 

Prayer Requests  
Matt Andrews and Family, Molly & Baby Berry, Peg Books, Mary Ellen Burns, Dennis Cox, 

Doug DePauw, Alenea Garrett, Dave Gendry, Larry Haab, Hardison Hall, Jeff Kopetz,  

Greg Lage, Jan Lawson, Ron Leschewski & family, Dave Morrell, Pastor Al Weidlich 

 

If you’d like to add someone to the Prayer Request list, please contact Kay at the office. 

Prayer requests remain on the list for 3 weeks and can be extended longer at your request. 



Participants 

Presiding and Preaching Janice Isaacs 

Central Southern Illinois Synod (C/SIS) Bishop John Roth has given authorization for Janice 

Isaacs to preside at Eucharist today.  Janice completed the Synodical Authorized Minister 

Curriculum (SAM) and is available to serve in our Synod as needed with Bishop 

authorization.  We thank Janice for her leadership today. 

Assisting Minister Dan Lynch 

Coordinator of Music and Technology/Organist/Handbells Rick Strine 

Technical Director Jeremy Hahn 

Audio/Visual Audio/Visual Team  

Bell Ringer Kris Sites 

Greeters Gary & Nora Beck, Marilyn Oftedal, Kris Sites 

Check-In Donna Donahue & Jean Mikels  

Communion Aide Gary Beck 

Money Counters Bob & Judy Carney, Mike Corley  

Altar Flowers Families of Steve Grohne & Kristy (Grohne) Riley in memory of Bruce Grohne 

Son Rise Café Milt & Carla Scott 
 

 

Welcome to all of you here and to those participating on-line 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
1. We thank Michelle Reynolds for her testimony and sharing of the Poland Discovery 

Church.  If you wish to make a donation toward the Poland Discovery Church, go to 

firstdecatur.org/give.  Choose one time gift.  Choose Ukraine in the drop-down menu 

where you enter the amount.  If you’re uncomfortable with on-line giving, you can send 

a check to First Christian Church, 3350 N. MacArthur Rd., Decatur, IL  62526 and put 

“UKRAINE” in the memo of your check. 

2. Our next Meet, Eat & Greet is this Thursday, January 12th.  We’re having a baked 

potato bar so please sign-up to join us. 

3. The AMELCA team served 26 clients on Wednesday, January 4th. 

4. Please help take down the Christmas Tree on Friday, January 13th at 6PM.  There will be 

pizzas and fellowship!! 

5. The Annual Congregation Meeting will be Sunday, January 22nd, 2023, after worship. 

6. Please sign up for lunch and/or the Greater Decatur Chorale concert on Sunday, January 

15.  Rick Strine is coordinating lunch reservations and concert tickets ($10).  Concert 

tickets can also be purchased at the door ($12). 

 

We Prepare our Hearts and Minds for Worship 
 

 



UPCOMING DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR  

 

 

MEET, EAT & GREET 
(MEG) 

 

      

 

 

     

  Future Artist? 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming MEG Luncheons 

Thursday’s at Noon 

January 12 

February 9 

March 9 

April 13 

May 11 

June 8 

2023 ART WORKSHOPS 

Thursday’s 1:00PM – 2:30PM 

Dates of Workshops: 

• January 19 (snow date January 26)     

• February 16 

• March 2 

• March 16 

• March 30 

If interested, RSVP to office 

Book Study: “A Letter in the Scroll: Understanding 

Our Jewish Identity and Exploring the Legacy of the 

World’s Oldest Religion” by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks  

Co-leaders are Arlene Mannlein and Carol Broeking 

Dates:  Monday’s from 7-8 pm by zoom on: 

• January 16 & 30 (Parts 1 & 2) 

• February 6 & 20 (Parts 3 & 4) 
 


