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WELCOME  
 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
In the spirit of respect, reciprocity and truth, we honour and acknowledge that we gather as people 
who live and work and pray on traditional and ancestral land of the Blackfoot people of the Canadian 
Plains. We give recognition to the Blackfoot people past, present, and future, and to the Metis Nation 
of Alberta, Region III. 
 
COMMUNITY LIFE 
 
AS WE GATHER   In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through 
this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring 
forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, 
anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good 
news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  

Baptism of Our Lord 
 

January 8, 2023 
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We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG  “Come to the Water of Life”  ACS 955  
 

 

 
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and 
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be 
your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9 
 
A reading from Isaiah. 
God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The servant will not 
exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the 
servant’s task. God’s old promises have been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the 
nations. 

 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
 I have put my spirit upon him; 
  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
  or make it heard in the street; 
 a bruised reed he will not break, 
  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
 He will not grow faint or be crushed 
  until he has established justice in the earth; 
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 
 Thus says God, the LORD, 
  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it 
  and spirit to those who walk in it: 
 I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, 
  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
  a light to the nations, 
  to open the eyes that are blind, 
 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 I am the LORD, that is my name; 
  my glory I give to no other, 
  nor my praise to idols. 
 See, the former things have come to pass, 
  and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, 
  I tell you of them. 
 
For the Word of God in scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 
Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  “Alleluia”  ELW Setting 8 
 

 
 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as 
God’s child. 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered 
him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 
And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were 
opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   “Crashing Waters at Creation”    ELW 455 - sung to the tune of    
 “For the Bread Which You have Broken” ELW494   
 

Crashing waters at creation, 
ordered by the Spirit's breath, 
first to witness day's beginning 
from the brightness of night's death: 
 
Parting water stood and trembled 
as the captives passed on through, 
washing off the chains of bondage-- 
channel to a life made new. 
 
Cleansing water once at Jordan 
closed around the one foretold, 
opened to reveal the glory 
ever new and ever old. 
 
Living water, never ending, 
quench the thirst and flood the soul. 
Wellspring, source of life eternal, 
drench our dryness, make us whole. 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our hearts and minds to the new things you 
are declaring. Strengthen bishops, pastors, deacons, lay leaders, and teachers of the faith. Equip the 
baptized for your reconciling and redeeming work. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ baptism you reveal the waters of life. 
Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and watersheds (local water sources may be named). Bring relief to 
parched lands and to communities without access to safe water. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase cooperation and constructive 
dialogue between nations. Guide local, national, and international authorities to govern with equity, 
vision, and integrity. We pray for those in military service, for peacemakers, and for our enemies. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee from oppression, war, 
poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers, caregivers, first responders, counselors, and all who 
help and heal. Comfort those who are grieving or experiencing illness or special need,  especially 
Myrtle, Sharla, Debi, Marion, Arne, Thelma, Eva, Dave & Trudy, Tiffany, Blair, Corrie, Pastor Dick & 
Jan, Helene, Patrick, Jack & Shirley, Eowen, Grace, Margaret, Mary, Ann, Clayton, Nancy, Rosemary, 
Shellene, Sheila, Judy, Miriam, Pastor Kathy and Darcy, Cherylee and Doreen, and those we name 
before you now  . . . .    [silence]. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle the gifts of your Spirit in your 
people. Inspire synodical leaders and congregational councils to serve with imagination and wisdom. 
Guide the nominating committee and all whom you call to serve on church council. Hold in your care 
this week Helga Ronningen and Dan & Anita Ryder, also Creative Fingers. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 
Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all generations. We give thanks for those who 
have died in Christ, trusting that we will be united with them and all the saints in Christ’s resurrection 
life. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ 
crucified. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
At this time we prepare for the communion meal.  We sing as we set our table.  
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“We Place upon Your Table, Lord” - Sung to tune of tallis canon 565  
 
We place upon your table, Lord, 
where you by grace have bid us dine, 
these tokens of our daily work, 
the food of life, the bread and wine. 
 
Within these simple things there lie 
the height and depth of human life: 
our pain and tears, our thoughts and toils, 
our hopes and fears, our joy and strife. 
 
Accept them, Lord; they come from you; 
we take them humbly from your hand; 
put these your gifts to higher use: 
the holy meal that you command. 

 
 
Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good and your love endures forever. You bring 
forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for 
the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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“Holy, Holy, Holy” - ELW Setting 8 
 

 
 

Blessed are you, O holy God: 
you are the Life and Light of all. 

By your powerful word you created all things. 
 
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 
He is your Light, shining in our darkness 

and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, 
his preaching and healing, 
his dying and rising, 
and his promise to come again, 
we await that day when all the universe 
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 

 
By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 

that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father in heaven 
 hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
     on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive our sins 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever, Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and taste the joy of God! 

 
 

Together let us take and eat, the body of Christ given for you  
Together let us take and drink, the blood of Christ shed for you  
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you.  
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.  

 
 
COMMUNION VIDEO 
 
COMMUNION SONG  “Loving Spirit”  ELW 397 - sung to tune of “Servant Song” ELW 659 
 

Loving Spirit, loving Spirit, 
you have chosen me to be 
you have drawn me to your wonder, 
you have set your sign on me. 
 
Like a mother you enfold me, 
hold my life within your own, 
feed me with your very body, 
form me of your flesh and bone. 
 
Like a father you protect me, 
teach me the discerning eye, 
hoist me up upon your shoulder, 
let me see the world from high. 
 
Friend and lover, in your closeness 
I am known and held and blessed: 
in your promise is my comfort, 
in your presence I may rest. 
 
Loving Spirit, loving Spirit, 
you have chosen me to be— 
you have drawn me to your wonder, 
you have set your sign on me. 
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COMMUNION SONG – “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus”  (v1&2)  ELW 451    
 

 

 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION  
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah 
with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are 
sick or homebound. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this 
sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen 
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SENDING SONG – “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus”   (v3)  ELW 451 
 

Glory be to God the Father, 
 glory be to Christ the Son, 
 glory to the Holy Spirit, 
 ever three and ever one; 
 as it was in the beginning, 
 glory now resounds again 
 in a song that has no ending. Amen 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. We will! 
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