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This Service and Bulletin are dedicated to the Glory of God 
and in loving memory of 

 
 

Beverly Metz Kyzer 
 

February 24, 1942 - December 31, 2022  
 
 
January 5, 2023                    2:00PM 

 
 
PRELUDE 

 
 

(We Stand) 
 
 

THE CONGREGATION IS ASKED TO PARTICIPATE BY RESPONDING  
WITH THE BOLDED WORDS AND BY SINGING THE HYMNS. 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to worship, to proclaim 
Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our sister, Beverly, to give thanks for her life, 
to commend her to our merciful redeemer, and to comfort one another in our grief. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were buried  
therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
 
Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth, who by your 
breath gave us life, we glorify you. 
We glorify you. 
 
Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who rose from 
the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you. 
We praise you. 
 
Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure confidence and  
everlasting hope, we worship you. 
We worship you. 
 
To you, O blessed Trinity, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN          “How Great Thou Art”            ELW 856 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our sister, Beverly. We thank you for  
giving her to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. In your  
boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see that death has been  
swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live in confidence and hope 
until, by your call, we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
(We Sit) 

 
FIRST READING                Psalm 23 
 
1 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  

2
 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he 

leadeth me beside the still waters.  
3
 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of  

righteousness for his name's sake.  
4
 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  5 Thou  
preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; 
my cup runneth over.  

6
 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I 

will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                 Romans 8:31-39 
 
31

 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  
32

 He who 
did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us  
everything else?  

33
 Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.  

34
 

Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand 
of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  

35
 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will  

hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36 As it is  
written, "For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be 
slaughtered."  

37
 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  

38
 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor powers,  
39

 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

(We Stand) 
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GOSPEL HYMN             “Amazing Grace”             ELW 779 
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(We welcome the Holy Gospel and say together:) 
 

THE VERSE 
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory and power forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL            John 14:1-6 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said, 

1
 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.  

2
 In my 

Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you?  

3
 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 

take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.  
4
 And you know the way to the 

place where I am going."  
5
 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. 

How can we know the way?"  
6
 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(We Sit) 
 
SERMON            Pastor Jason Antley 
 

(We Stand) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY          “Softly and Tenderly”            ELW 608 
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THE APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy  
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, you have knit your chosen people together in one communion, in the mystical 
body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Give to your whole Church in heaven and on earth 
your light and your peace. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection may die to sin and 
rise to newness of life and that through the grave and gate of death we may pass with him to 
our joyful resurrection. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that your Holy Spirit 
may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from all our sins and 
serve you with a quiet mind. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your loving care, that, casting all their sorrow on 
you, they may know the consolation of your love. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have strength to meet the 
days ahead in the comfort of a holy and certain hope, and in the joyful expectation of eternal life 
with those they love. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the  
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 
Hear us, Lord. 
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Grant us grace to entrust Beverly to your never-failing love which sustained her in this life.  
Receive her into the arms of your mercy, and remember her according to the favor you bear for 
your people. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 

God of all grace, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and immortality to light. 
We give you thanks because by his death Jesus destroyed the power of death and by his  
resurrection has opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because 
he lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come 
shall be able to separate us from your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COMMENDATION 
Let us commend Beverly to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Beverly. Acknowledge, we  
humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own 
redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 
Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the 
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in everything good so that you 
may do God's will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in God's sight; through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Let us go forth in peace. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   “When We All Get to Heaven”           UMH 701 
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Pastors  Rev. Jason Antley 
   Rev. Ralph Hill 
 
 
Organist  Ms. Susan Wilson 
 
 
Crucifer  Mrs. Shannon Burnett 
 
 
Ushers   Mr. Allen Shealy 
 
 
 
 
 
THE PASCAL CANDLE is a reminder of the presence of Christ, the Light of the world, who 
brings His power to the darkness of our hearts, helping us to grieve, not as others do who have 
no hope, but in the sure and certain hope that is ours through His death and Resurrection. 
 
 
 
 
LEXINGTON—Beverly Metz Kyzer passed away December 31, 2022, at the age of 80.  A life-
long resident of Lexington, SC, she was born on February 24, 1942 to the late Jacob Leonard 
and Mildred Funchess Metz. 
 
She was employed in her earlier years at Southern Bell and retired from Lexington School  
District I Administrative Office. She was a loving and devoted wife, mother, and grandmother. 
She had a special gift for making a day brighter for friends, neighbors and her family with her 
home-cooked meals, visits, and special greeting cards. She was a member of St. Stephens  
Lutheran Church where she was baptized and married. She was the current organizer of the 
Lexington High Class of 1960 reunions and breakfasts and was looking forward to the 63rd  
reunion in May. 
 
In addition to her parents, she was predeceased by a brother, Charles Metz of Laurens.  She 
leaves behind to treasure her memory her adoring husband and constant companion of 61 
years, Wyman; daughters, Wynee (Patrick) Rich of Lexington, Leslie (Tommy) Bell of Leesville; 
grandchildren, Lindsay (Tim) Provin, Barrett (Madison) Lollis, and Austin Rich; brother, William 
L. Metz; nieces and nephews, and so many friends she made over her lifetime. She was looking 
forward to the birth of her first great-grandchild, Liam Lollis, in May. 
 
A visitation will follow the service today in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Memorials may be made to Mission Lexington or a charity of one’s choice. 
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