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    January 08, 2023 
 

•  Is a request to stand in body or in spirit 
 
Prelude  How Brightly Shines the Morning Star, BuxMV223          Buxtehude 

 
  

Listening as we Gather 
 
Welcome and Land Acknowledgement 
 
One: We begin our service with gratitude and respect as we remember together 
that this land, this planet is sacred. We are on holy ground. 
All: Earth is our only home, and we are related to it as part of the web of life. 
One: We lament that we have not honoured our deep relationship with the earth. 
The climate crisis is one result of our overconsumption and wastefulness. We 
commit to learning and practicing better care for the earth. 
For thousands of years, Indigenous people have walked on this land; their 
relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and their spirituality. We are 
gathered on the traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee, Chonnoton, and 
Anishinaabe and acknowledge their stewardship of the land throughout the ages. 
We lament that we have not honoured their ways, nor their spirituality and we all 
live with the consequences.  
All: We seek to live into right relationship with all Indigenous people with 
whom we share the land. We commit to listening to and respecting their 
wisdom. 
One: We aspire to create a safer space for everyone. We welcome you and the 
gifts you bring a part of your sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, 
age, race, cultural background or abilities. 
 
 
Opportunities for Ministry and Fellowship  
 
 

• Introit  A Light is Gleaming (chorus only)     VU 82 
 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle and procession of the Word 
 

 

 



 

 

• Call to Worship 
 

One: We find ourselves at a threshold, a threshold of endings and beginnings. A 
moment and a place where we are not alone. 
God is creating new paths and possibilities, 
All: as we prepare for where we are going. (Silence) 
One: Christ is freeing us with newfound love and grace, 
All: as we learn from where we have been. (Silence) 
One: The Spirit is revealing new dreams to guide us, 
All: as we start our journey on a new path to places yet unknown. (Silence) 
One: Surely, we are not alone. Let us worship the One who journeys with us. 

     

• Opening Hymn      Arise, Your Light Is come                                     VU 79 
            
Prayer of Approach         

  

Listening For God’s Word 
 
A Story for the Young at Heart 
 
Readings from Our Tradition 
 
Isaiah 60: 1-6   Reader:  Edith Coyle 
 One: Herein is wisdom. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsive Psalm 72: 1-8, 10-14 (Parts 1 & 2)                   VU 790 
 
Matthew 2: 1-12 
 One: This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 

Ministry of Music Lovely Star in the Sky                           Korean; Un-Yung La 

                                Gallery Choir    
    
Sermon:     Home by Another Road 

 
• Hymn I am the Light of the World        VU 87 



 

 

Responding to God’s Word 
 
Time of Offering  
 
Prayer of Dedication: 
 
We come O God of Light, to offer not gold, nor frankincense, nor myrrh, but 
rather the gifts of our time and talent and treasure. We give them as a sign of 
our thanks to you. Send your Spirit upon us and upon these gifts that we and 
they may be your light of Love for all the world. Amen 
 
Call to Prayer In the Bleak Midwinter (verse 4)      VU 55  
 
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father (and Mother), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kin(g)dom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kin(g)dom, the power and the glory, 

            forever and ever.  Amen 
 
• Sending Hymn The First Nowell                 VU 91 

 
Sending Forth and Benediction  
 

• Benediction Response     Amen, Amen, Hallelujah, Amen                 VU 974 
  
Recession of the Light and Word  
 
      
Postlude:   Marche des Rois                                                          A. Morelot     
        


