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In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great 
epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth 
justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, 
anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim 
good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 
     
WELCOME  (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
PRELUDE   Lo, How a Rose e’er Blooming  Men’s Ensemble 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

http://www.clcathens.org/
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GATHERING SONG   Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (ELW 288) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed 
him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your 
daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
 I have put my spirit upon him; 
  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
  or make it heard in the street; 
 3a bruised reed he will not break, 
  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
 4He will not grow faint or be crushed 
  until he has established justice in the earth; 
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 
 5Thus says God, the LORD, 
  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it 
  and spirit to those who walk in it: 
 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, 
  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
  a light to the nations, 
  7to open the eyes that are blind, 
 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 8I am the LORD, that is my name; 
  my glory I give to no other, 
  nor my praise to idols. 
 9See, the former things have come to pass, 
  and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, 
  I tell you of them. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 29 
 1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  
 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 7The voice of the LORD 
  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 
 10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
 11O LORD, give strength to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.  
 
SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43 
A reading from Acts. 
34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 
him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—
he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 
baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, 
and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to 
the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 
43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.” 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered 
him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 
16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were 
opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  As with Gladness Men of Old (ELW 302) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Loving God.  We gather as your people this morning, seeking your presence, comfort and love. 
In this Epiphany Season of light, shine your light upon us into the recesses of our spirits, 
Those places where we experience anxiety, depression, fear, grief and despair. 
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer 
 
God of grace, 
Shine your light upon us – into those places of conflict and tension, 
In our families, in our friendships, in our work and community. 
May your light be a healing balm, bringing with it forgiveness and reconciliation. 
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer 
 
God of healing, 
Shine your light upon us and on all of those who are ill in mind, body or spirit. 
Bring healing and comfort to them and those who love and care for them. 
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer 
 
God of connection; 
Shine your light upon us – Onto the common human ties that bind all of your people together: 
neighbor and stranger, friend and enemy alike. In your light, remind us that you have created us, 
all of us, in your image, unique and beloved by you. 
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer 
 
God of power and mercy, 
Shine your light upon our nation and its leaders that they may govern justly and wisely, 
Not just for the concerns of the most wealthy and powerful, but especially for those who are 
poor, Those who struggle with physical and mental illness, members of the LGBTQ community 
who must fight each day simply to be themselves, 
Those who fear for their families because of financial hardship or immigration status, 
Those who feel forgotten and forsaken. 
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer 
 
God of compassion and peace, 
Shine your light on all the places around the world where violence and war are found. 
With your light, bring peace to those who languish in fear, violence and despair. 
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer 
 
God of goodness, 
We thank you for the light that shines - 
The light that we see in the glory and wonder of your creation, 
Thank you for the light that shines through this community and its members, young and old, 
who remind us of your presence in tears and laughter, teaching and learning, work and play.  Let 
us celebrate with those who have birthdays and anniversaries this week. 
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer 
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God or light, you came to earth to lift humanity and light our way to lives of peace. 
Help us to carry that light into the world so that all can see your goodness and love.  AMEN 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
INTRODUCTION AND KICK OFF TO THE THRIVE! CAMPAIGN 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church app!  

 
OFFERTORY    Star & Wisemen by Christian Yoder  Men’s Ensemble* 
  (*and Ellen Peterson, Pat Cambridge, and Cheryl Huebner) 
 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN Come Now, O Prince of Peace: Ososŏ, ososŏ (ELW 247) 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 
and gather us at your table of celebration. 
Strengthen us to share with all the world 
the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 

https://www.clcathens.org/give
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DIALOGUE 

 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O holy God: 
you are the Life and Light of all. 
By your powerful word you created all things. 
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 
He is your Light, shining in our darkness 
and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 
his preaching and healing, 
his dying and rising, 
and his promise to come again, 
we await that day when all the universe 
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 
By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 
that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
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but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and taste the joy of God! 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing 
that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG     Hail to the Lord's Anointed (ELW 311) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Asst/Lector: Wanda 
Weinberg; Time with Children: Jane Unger; Livestream: Sam Hanson; Greeter: Anne Sparks; Ushers: John 
Laughlin, Tim Prange; Acolyte: Rachel Prange; Children’s Church: Lucy Crawford 


