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THE  

75th Anniversary 2023 
Our Theme: Remember the Past, Rejoice in the Present, Reach for the Future 

Remember the Past: 

In 1948, Prescott had a population of 6,500, most of whom lived in the central downtown area. (Miller Valley was not included, because it had not been 
annexed, and Prescott Valley would not exist for another 20 years). Water shortages had been experienced for some time. However, in May of 1948 the 
Prescott Splash Celebration was held on the Courthouse Plaza to celebrate the first water to come into the city mains from new wells in Chino Valley.  

Prescott had twenty-six churches, at the time, and only one of these was Lutheran (Wisconsin synod First Lutheran, now called Hope Lutheran). No               
congregations of the American Lutheran Church synod existed in the state. Al and Nora Basinger and Marvin and Elda McGowen were the catalysts for 
beginning this church, which began as a mission of the California District of the larger body the American Lutheran Church.  

What is noteworthy about this time is that the Basingers and McGowens went door-to-door, visiting people in their homes to invite them to come to             
worship. The bulletin for the first service included this statement: “We believe our church was organized as a result of much prayer. By your prayers and 
working faith, we shall go forward.” 

God answered their prayers, and going forward is what ALC has done! On May 23, 1948 thirty-one people attended the first worship service held in the 
Monday Club on North Marina Street (pictured in the 75th Anniversary calendar). Here we are 75 years later and still going forward with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ! 

The 75th Anniversary committee, in conjunction with the church staff, is planning our main celebrations on May 20 and 21.  The gift of a commemorative 
calendar (with those dates noted!) is our kick-off to this year of celebration of God’s abiding grace and love! 

Please watch upcoming Live Wire editions for more snippets of information from the past. For those wishing to have more information about the early 
days of this congregation, a detailed history has been prepared by Fern Cole, late wife of Pastor Wallace Cole. The above information is excerpted from 
that history. 

Mexico Orphanage Christmas Highlights 
We celebrated with 36 children and 7 staff members. Guillermo and his wife Marie have been taking care of children at the  orphanage for 18 years.          
He volunteers his time. We were all so impressed with the cleanliness of the facility; and of the children. You could tell they were loved and taken good 
care of. 

We loaded up our vehicles and drove down with all the gifts. With cash donation we were able to buy 100 pounds of beans, 50 pounds of rice, $500 worth 
of fresh food and staples like bananas, apples, pineapples, tomatoes, onions, potatoes, milk, eggs, tuna, instant potatoes, pasta, applesauce and canned                   
vegetables. 

We bought pizzas and had a pizza party before they opened their gifts which included stockings given by a dear friend of my daughter, Christi. There were 
stockings for everyone and they were filled with lotion, toothbrushes, etc. 

It was a wonderful experience; and really set the tone for making the Christmas of 2022 very memorable for me!! Thank you to all ALC members who 
gave of their time and resources to bring extra joy to these 36 children. If you have any questions, I would LOVE to talk to you about this outreach         
project!! Thank you, and God bless you!! Altha Cline 

Last week we launch our first ever ALC app. An easy and quick 
place to watch sermons, read Live Wires, post prayer requests, give 
and much more.  

 

A couple things we want to clarify are, one, the app is created 
through Tithe.ly, a company designed for churches. We have worked 
with them for years to offer electronic giving. We have expanded our 
membership with them to create our new website and now, this app. 
Don’t worry that when you go to download it you see Tithe.ly/
Church App. 

 

Second, we want to assure you we will continue to advertise in all 
other ways, social media, email, monthly calendars and bulletin    
announcements. The app is just an additional resource for those who 
prefer tech vs paper.  

 

If you have any additional questions please contact Abbie at  

abbie@americanlutheran.net or (928)445-4348.  



2  Friday, January 6, 2023                       THE LIVE WIRE 

Hand-in-Hand Widow’s Group is meeting for lunch on Tuesday,                   
January 10 at 11:30 AM at Olive Garden, 3060 E. SR 69, Prescott;        

weather permitting. 

If you would like more information please call Myrna Gifford at          
(928) 710-3676.  If you would like to join us, please RSVP to Myrna,          

so the restaurant can prepare space for us. 

Safety Team  
Volunteers Needed 
The times today give necessity to ALC having a Safety Team and thankfully, ours has been very active for the past several years. Safety team member            
experience ranges from former nursing, law enforcement, first-responder (fire/EMT) and military backgrounds along with members willing to give their 
life experience to the greater good and safety of those in worship and many other church-related events. The assembly at services, bible study, meetings, 
celebrations, children in our school, and other gatherings present a unique set of risks that need advance planning, and sometimes strategy, to                           
reduce possible hazards. Our most common risk is that elderly members of our congregation have fallen or suffered medically-related episodes during 
church attendance that required immediate assistance. Numerous times over the past year, team members have used training and preparations to respond 
with first aid until paramedics arrived on scene. Then, there is always the risk of an intruder intent on bringing destruction or  harm to the                                  
congregation (that churches across our country have experienced).  ALC is not immune from such a threat either. 

Recently, on a Sunday, two young teenagers were found wearing a “I love Satan” shirt and both were asked to leave because their activities were causing a 
disruption and they were trespassing on private property. This was done with the help of our uniformed officer on duty that day but many events do not 
have the luxury of a hired officer on hand. It is believed they did so to test and record actions of our team with the aim of filing a later lawsuit if                       
mishandled.  

All of this is a preface to say, the need for more help on the Safety Team is required. Our current chairman and several of our more experienced             
members will be leaving at the end of 2022. Of course, the more help, the more the work and areas of responsibility can be divided. Meetings are held 
monthly on the 3rd Friday at 9:00 AM in the Activities Center.  

Being a team member is both a great responsibility but also a certain reward that you are contributing to the mission and ministries here at American               
Lutheran. We pray you will submit your name to the Church office or call Phil Goehring at 520-349-8900, email at philgtucson@gmail.com. 

American Lutheran to 
Host the Nordic Choir 

of Luther College  
from Decora, Iowa,  

Thursday, February 2, 2023 @ 7:00 pm 
Nordic Choir, founded in 1946, enjoys national and international stature as 
one of the premier collegiate choral ensembles in the United States.         
Acclaimed for the way it honors the Lutheran choral tradition while also 
featuring new and innovative choral works, the choir showcases versatility, 
artistry, and technical mastery across many genres of music. Nordic Choir is 
Luther College’s principal choral ensemble. 

 

Since 2017 Nordic Choir has been under the direction of Dr. Andrew 
Last ’97. Previous Nordic Choir conductors include Sigvart Steen                  
(1946-48), Weston Noble ’43 (1948-2005), Craig Arnold (2005-10), and 
Allen Hightower (2010-16). 

 

Longstanding traditions within the Nordic Choir include holding hands           
during performances, wearing sapphire blue velvet robes, and, since 1948, 
singing Pavel Chesnokov’s O Lord God as the signature benedictory. 

 

Distinctions 

In 2022 Nordic Choir was invited to perform at the Midwestern ACDA   
conference in Chicago, IL.  

 

Housing and Meals Needed  

We are looking for families or individuals that are willing to provide              
overnight accommodations for 2 or more of these musicians on Thursday, 
February 2nd.  We are also in need of food for a potluck dinner on Thursday, 
as well as sack lunches for their journey on Wednesday as well. 

 

For more information, please get in touch with David Sherman at                      
928-445-4348 or via email at david@americanlutheran.net. 

Senior Pastor 
Call Committee 
Update 
The call committee is pleased to report it is beginning to receive resumes 
generated by the NALC (North American Lutheran Church) posting.            
ALC members and area pastors also have suggested potential candidates 
for our senior pastor position; these will be “cold calls” for the committee 
since those named have not expressed an interest in our opening. If you 
know a senior pastor you wish the committee to consider for our ALC            
position, please contact the call committee at  

alc2022callcommittee@gmail.com; the committee will follow up on your 
suggestion. 

 

The call committee asks for your prayers as we seek the person God wants 
as our senior pastor. And as before, if you have questions about the call 
process or progress, please submit them to the email address listed above. 
Thank you. 

Our Annual Meeting is Sunday, January 29, 2023 at 12 PM in the Sanctuary. Please grab 
a copy of the annual report and Bylaw Changes prior to the meeting. If you have any 
questions we could help answer before the meeting as to help things move efficiently 
please email them to info@americanlutheran.net. Your questions will be directed to the 
appropriate person to answer them for you. 
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