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GATHERING   
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(We Stand) 
 

GATHERING SONG  “As with Gladness Men of Old”            ELW 302 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!  
 

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and 
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side. 
 

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 

Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape  
Sunday School classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 

Sunday school classes are provided for 18 month olds through adults. 
 

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.  
Ushers are also available to assist you. 
 

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code.  Here’s how it works: 
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and 
share whatever information you desire.  Thank you!  Hope to see you again soon!  
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

(We Sit) 
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FIRST READING           Isaiah 42:1-9 
 
1
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit 

upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2
He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it 

heard in the street; 
3
a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not 

quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4
He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has  

established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
5
Thus says God, the 

Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what 
comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6I am the 
Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have 
given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 

7
to open the eyes that are blind, to 

bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8
I am the 

Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 
9
See, the former 

things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of 
them. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALMODY                 Psalm 29 

1
Ascribe to the | Lord, you gods, 

 ascribe to the Lord glo- | ry and strength. 
2
Ascribe to the Lord the glory | due God’s name; 

 worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
3
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 

 the Lord is upon the | mighty waters. 
4
The voice of the Lord is a pow- | erful voice; 

 the voice of the Lord is a | voice of splendor.  
5
The voice of the Lord breaks the | cedar trees; 

 the Lord breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
6the Lord makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
 and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. R 
7
The voice | of the Lord 

 bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
8
The voice of the Lord| shakes the wilderness; 

 the Lord shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.  
9
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 

 And in the temple of the Lord all are | crying, “Glory!” 
10

The Lord sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
 the Lord sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
11

O Lord, give strength | to your people; 
 give them, O Lord, the bless- | ings of peace. R  
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SECOND READING         Acts 10:34-43 
 
34

Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 

35
but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 

him. 
36

You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ—he is Lord of all. 

37
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after 

the baptism that John announced: 
38

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the  
devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in  
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 

40
but God raised him on the third 

day and allowed him to appear, 
41

not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 

42
He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and 
the dead. 

43
All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives  

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

(We Stand) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL                Matthew 3:13-17 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 

15
But  

Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all  
righteousness.” Then he consented. 

16
And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 

from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God  
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 

17
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, 

the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(We Sit) 



7 

CHILDREN’S SERMON           Pastor Ralph  
 
SERMON            Pastor Ralph 

 
(We Stand) 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY      “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”           ELW 304 
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
 
PRESENTATION 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make public  
affirmation of baptism into Christ. 
 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in baptism. 
You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in 
the community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and 
unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 
Amen. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
Response:  
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
Response:  
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response:  
I renounce them. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was  
buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
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AFFIRMATION 
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 
made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

(We Sit) 
 
OFFERING 
At this time in the service we pause to reflect on all the gifts that God has given us.  God calls us 
to be generous stewards of those gifts for the sake of our ministry near and far.  You can  
support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate, mailing your offering to the 
church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify app.  If you would like more details 
on direct deposit giving please contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 
359-6562. 
 
Anthem            “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”        Doris Akers 

Constance Flemming and Ebony Bowers, soloists 
 

There’s a sweet, sweet spirit in this place and I know that it’s the spirit of the Lord. 
There are sweet expressions on each face, and I know that it’s the presence of the Lord. 
Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly dove, stay right here with us filling us with your love. 

And for these blessings we lift our hearts with praise. Without a doubt we’ll know 
that we have been revived, when we shall leave this place. 

 
(We Stand) 
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OFFERTORY SONG                 ELW 184 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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THE PREFACE 
 
THE SANCTUS 

 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

(We Sit) 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front pews for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord’s presence in, with and under each 
element alone. For those with a gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 
Communion Music  “We Three Kings of Orient Are”      Christopher Uehlein 

 
The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn. 

The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack. 
 

Communion Hymn   “This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now”            LBW 195 
 

(We Stand) 
 

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and the 
blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG          “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”           ELW 310 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the light of Christ! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   “As with Gladness Men of Old”    Walter L. Pelz  
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Sunday, January 8, 2023 
Baptism of Our Lord 
 
The Power of a God Who Is Humble  
 
From the time Jesus first presented himself for baptism by John until 
today, Christians have puzzled over why Jesus had to be baptized. The 
act of baptism was understood to be an act of repentance and the 
cleansing of one’s sins. John does not understand why Jesus, whose 
sandals John is “not worthy to carry” (Matt. 3:11) should seek to be 
baptized. Instead, John declares to Jesus, “I need to be baptized by 
you” (Matt. 3:14). Why should the Son of God, who is without sin, need 
to be baptized? 
 
Frederick Dale Bruner, in Matthew: A Commentary (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2004), says that he considers Jesus’ first miracle to have  
occurred at his baptism. The miracle is that Jesus was humble. The  
divine Son of God humbles himself by allowing John to baptize him. 
This act of humility is an act of obedience to God and solidarity with all 
humankind. Jesus has no sins to be forgiven. However, for us, he goes 
down to the river of repentance with all the other sinners to be  
baptized. Jesus’ baptism, his first adult act as recorded in Matthew’s 
gospel, gives us a clear indication of how Jesus will act for his entire life. 
The Son of God will come down with us, on our level, identifying with 
our needs. His baptism, then, foreshadows how his life will end, on the 
cross. In his death, Jesus experiences the worst we could ever  
experience as mortal humans. But, because Jesus united with us in  
baptism, we are united with him in both his death and resurrection. 
The barriers that separate us from God, including the barriers of  
sinfulness, mortality, and death, are broken by Jesus’ obedience to God, 
through his humility to come down to us in the depths of our humanity. 
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The Readings on This Day 
 
Baptism of Our Lord  
During Year A of the lectionary, most of the gospel readings come from 
the gospel of Matthew.  The post-Christmas standard Sundays of the 
year begin with a narrative of Jesus’ baptism, just as in the church, our 
life as Christians begins with baptism.  
 

Matthew 3:13-17 
At his baptism, Jesus hears the voice of God, receives the Spirit of God, 
and is acclaimed Son of God. For Christians, this narrative illumines 
Christian baptism, when believers also are adopted as children by the 
name of the triune God. 
 

Isaiah 42:1-9 
The first Servant Song is appointed because Christians have seen in it a 
description of Jesus Christ, the one chosen by God to bring forth justice 
throughout the world. By baptism, believers are called into the way of 
Christ to be a new creation, to receive the name of God and become 
lights in the world. 
 

Acts 10:34-43 
This passage from Acts is chosen to coordinate with the gospel from 
Matthew 3. The sermon put into Peter’s mouth places baptism as the 
beginning of Christian ministry. All who believe in the name of Jesus  
receive forgiveness. 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God and to honor Lorinda Grilli's birthday 
from her sister, Pat Bank. In the language of roses, pink symbolizes comfort, grace and joy. 
Happy Birthday! 
 
 
 
 
SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30)  Reuben Eargle, Sandy Shealy, Ron Redd, Steve Fowler, Jim Nantz,  
  Daryl Hooker, and Adam Tworzyanski; 
 (11:00)  Otis Rawl, Gregg Mills, Hunter Mills, Connor Mills, G Kolb, Mike Burgess, 
  Myra Strock, Manning Burgess, and Roy Windham 
Readers: (8:30) Marty Nantz; (11:00) Heyward Addy 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Ann Clark; (11:00) Jamie Early 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30) [A] Luke Wenzel [C] Alaina Wenzel; 
   (11:00) [A] Catherine Sadler [C] Megan Griffin 
 
 
 
 
The Church Staff                       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471              Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   The Rev. Ralph G. Hill 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Kimberly Peterson, Preschool Director 

Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School Information: 
 

         Locations for Children’s Classes Locations for Adult Classes 
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Nursery – Room #105   Saints & Sinners with Pastor Jason 
     Room #207 (Old Agape Classroom) 

2, 3, 4 year olds & 5K – Room #103    

1
st

—5
th

 Grade – Room # 216   Agape Adult Class 
     Men’s Classroom (Downstairs) 

6
th

, 7
th

, and 8
th

 Grade – Room #212    

9
th

 – 12
th

 Grade – Room #217     Young Adult Class 
     Chapel (Upstairs New Building) 


