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Sooner Count the Stars 
Doug Plank, Steve Cook, Vikki Cook 

I could sooner count the stars

Than number all Your ways

Though I only know in part

That part exceeds all praise

As sunlight fills the skies

Your goodness fills my life

For all Your precious gifts

Receive my gratefulness


I could sooner drink the seas

Than fathom all Your love

Like a never ceasing stream

Are mercies through Your Son

The death of Christ alone

Deserves eternal song

For such a love as His

Receive my gratefulness


No praise is high enough

No thanks is deep enough

No life is long enough

To tell of all You’ve done

No shout is loud enough

No words are strong enough

No song is sweet enough

To sing Your love


I could sooner turn back time

Than turn Your heart away

Though the years go fleeting by

Your mercies never change

Before You made the sun

Your love was set on us

For all Your faithfulness

Receive my gratefulness
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Call to Worship 
Adapted from Psalm 119:121-128. 
Please participate by reading the underlined portions. 

Lord!  Do not leave us to the mercy of our enemies, or let the arrogant 
oppress us!


Our eyes eyes long for your salvation!  We wait for the fulfillment of 
your righteous promise. 

Deal with us according to your steadfast love.  And teach us your 
statutes.


We are your servants.  Give us your understanding, so that we will 
understand your laws. 

We love your commands - even more than the purest gold.


All of your commandments is right.  We turn away from every false 
path to follow you. 
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Rejoice 
Dustin Kensrue, Stuart Townend 

Come and stand before your maker

Full of wonder, full of fear

Come behold his power and glory

Yet with confidence draw near

For the one who holds the heavens

And commands the stars above

Is the God who bends to bless us

With an unrelenting love


Rejoice 
Come and lift your hands and raise your voice 
He is worthy of all praise 
Rejoice 
Sing the mercies of your King 
And with trembling, rejoice 

We are children of the promise

The beloved of the Lord

Won with everlasting kindness

Bought with sacrificial blood

Bringing reconciliation

To a world that longs to know

The affections of a father

Who will never let them go


All our sickness, all our sorrows

Jesus carried up the hill

He has walked this path before us

He is walking with us still

Turning tragedy to triumph

Turning agony to praise

There is blessing in the battle

So take heart and stand amazed


Rejoice 
When you cry to him he hears your voice 
He will wipe away your tears 
Rejoice 
In the midst of suffering 
He will help you sing 

4



Congregational Prayer 
Adapted from a Puritan prayer entitled “A Convert’s First Prayer”. 

Heavenly Father,


We love you, because you have first loved us.


Your Spirit has encouraged us to seek you.  You have reconciled us to 
yourself through Christ, and have taught us to believe in him.


Help us to grow in the knowledge and experience of your love, and to 
walk in it all the way to glory.  Strengthen us for the Christian life, so that 
we might enjoy constant fellowship with Jesus.


Help us to rejoice in your love, and to be rooted and grounded in it, as a 
house on rock.


Increase our knowledge of your love in Christ Jesus, so that we might 
enjoy its eternal fullness.

 
In Jesus’s name.

 
Amen.
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Behold Our God 
Jonathan Baird, Meghan Baird, Ryan Baird, Stephen Altrogge 

Who has held the oceans in His hands?

Who has numbered every grain of sand?

Kings and nations tremble at His voice

All creation rises to rejoice


Behold our God seated on His throne

Come, let us adore Him

Behold our King! Nothing can compare

Come, let us adore Him


Who has given counsel to the Lord?

Who can question any of His words?

Who can teach the One Who knows all things?

Who can fathom all His wondrous deeds?


Who has felt the nails upon His hands

Bearing all the guilt of sinful man?

God eternal humbled to the grave

Jesus, Savior risen now to reign


You will reign forever

(Let Your glory fill the earth)


Behold our God seated on His throne

Come, let us adore Him

Behold our King! Nothing can compare

Come, let us adore Him


Statement of Faith 
God the Father 

We believe in God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth; the eternal, 
almighty Lord of all.  He is the heavenly Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 And he is the Father of His people, having given them new birth in his 
Spirit.  He planned and arranged the salvation of His people, sent his 
Son into the world to save them, and adopts them into his family by his 
Spirit.  He has reserved a place for them in his presence, and will raise 
them from the dead into his kingdom to reign with him forever. 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Before the Throne of God Above 
Vikki Cook 

Before the throne of God above

I have a strong and perfect plea

A great High Priest whose name is love

Who ever lives and pleads for me

My name is graven on His hands

My name is written on His heart

I know that while in heaven He stands

No tongue can bid me thence depart

No tongue can bid me thence depart


When Satan tempts me to despair

And tells me of the guilt within

Upward I look and see Him there

Who made an end of all my sin

Because the sinless Savior died

My sinful soul is counted free

For God the Just is satisfied

To look on Him and pardon me

To look on Him and pardon me


Behold Him there, the risen Lamb

My perfect, spotless Righteousness

The great unchangeable I AM

The King of glory and of grace

One with Himself, I cannot die

My soul is purchased by His blood

My life is hid with Christ on high

With Christ my Savior and my God

With Christ my Savior and my God
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Speak, Oh Lord 
Keith Getty, Stuart Townend 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You

To receive the food of Your Holy Word

Take Your truth, plant it deep in us

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness

That the light of Christ might be seen today

In our acts of love and our deeds of faith

Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us 

All Your purposes for Your glory


Teach us, Lord, full obedience

Holy reverence, true humility

Test our thoughts and our attitudes

In the radiance of Your purity

Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see

Your majestic love and authority

Words of pow’r that can never fail

Let their truth prevail over unbelief


Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds

Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time

That will echo down through eternity

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises

And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us

Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built

And the earth is filled with Your glory


* Children (up to 2nd grade) are dismissed to Children’s Church. 
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Romans 5:1-11 

1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also 
obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and 
hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.


6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God 
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much 
more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we 
were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More 
than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation.
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Notes 
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Benediction 

After the service, please stay a while and fellowship with us. We are so 
glad you’re here! 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Visiting JRCC 
We are so glad that you are here!  We hope that your visit is 
encouraging to your soul.  Please fill out a Connect Card and 
drop it in the offering (or online), so that we can get to know you!


Membership at JRCC 
You are welcome to visit any time, but the best way to feel at 
home at JRCC is to become a member.  If you are interested in 
membership, or have questions, please let us know!


Children 
• Nursery (infants, up to age 3) is available during the service.

• Children’s Church (age 4 to 2nd grade) begins when the 

sermon begins.


Giving 
There are several ways to give to James River Community Church:

• In the offering box in the back of the sanctuary.

• Online or by mail, by visiting www.jrccsuffolk.org/give.

	 


Reflection Questions 
Questions to help you reflect on the sermon, or discuss it in 
community with others.


Contact 
If you have any questions, or if there is anything that we can do to 
serve you, please let us know.  We would love to hear from you!

• Church Office    -    office@jrccsuffolk.org

• Pastor    -    Ben LoPresti    -    ben.lopresti@jrccsuffolk.org


Announcements 
• Member Meeting 


• January 8, 6pm

• Congregational Vote to affirm Member Covenant


• Crisis Pregnancy Center Baby Bottle Fundraiser

• January 22 - February 19


• CAPS Night Stay

• March 22-29


• Sunday School

• Sunday mornings, 10am

8909 Eclipse Drive

Suffolk, VA 23433


757-238-2477

www.jrccsuffolk.org



