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Pray First Series - Episode I
“Priority of Prayer”

“Always be joyful.                               . Be thankful in all circumstances, 
for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.” 
1 Thess 5:16-18 (NLT)

Prayer is…

Talking to God

“When you pray, don’t babble like the idolaters, since they imagine 
they’ll be heard for their many words. Don’t be like them, because your 
Father knows the things you need before you ask Him.” 
Matthew 6:7-8 (HSCB)

Pouring your heart out to God

Psalm 51
Nehemiah 1:1-11

An exercise of faith

An admission of our dependance on God

1.                                      

“Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, He got up, went out, 
and made His way to a deserted place. And He was praying there.” 
Mark 1:35 (HSCB)

“It is a good thing to let prayer be the first business in the morning and 
the last in the evening. Guard yourself against such false and deceitful 
thoughts that keep whispering, ‘Wait a while. In an hour or so I will pray. 
I must first finish this or that.’ Thinking such thoughts we get away from 
prayer into other things that will hold us and involve us till the prayer of 
the day comes to naught.” - Martin Luther

2.                                       

“During those days He went out to the mountain to pray and spent all 
night in prayer to God. When daylight came, He summoned His  
disciples, and He chose 12 of them—He also named them apostles.”  
Luke 6:12-13 (HSCB)

“Then they prayed, ‘You, Lord, know the hearts of all; show which of these 
two You have chosen to take the place in this apostolic service that Judas 
left to go to his own place.’” Acts 1:24-25 (HSCB)

“I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer.”  
- Martin Luther

3.                                             

“And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. 
Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door 
will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who 
seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.” 
Luke 11:9-10 (NLT)

“Then He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and 
began to pray, ‘Father, if You are willing, take this cup away from Me—
nevertheless, not My will, but Yours, be done.’”
Luke 22:41-42 (HSCB)

“Now this is the confidence we have before Him: Whenever we ask  
anything according to His will, He hears us.” 1 John 5:14 (HSCB)

Pray with                         , knowing God can do it, believing He will do 
it, yet not my will, but His will be done.

All scripture is from the New International Version unless otherwise noted.
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Pray First Series - Episode I
“Priority of Prayer”

“Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances, 
for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.” 
1 Thess 5:16-18 (NLT)

Prayer is…

Talking to God

“When you pray, don’t babble like the idolaters, since they imagine 
they’ll be heard for their many words. Don’t be like them, because your 
Father knows the things you need before you ask Him.” 
Matthew 6:7-8 (HSCB)

Pouring your heart out to God

Psalm 51
Nehemiah 1:1-11

An exercise of faith

An admission of our dependance on God

1. Schedule your prayers

“Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, He got up, went out, 
and made His way to a deserted place. And He was praying there.” 
Mark 1:35 (HSCB)

“It is a good thing to let prayer be the first business in the morning and 
the last in the evening. Guard yourself against such false and deceitful 
thoughts that keep whispering, ‘Wait a while. In an hour or so I will pray. 
I must first finish this or that.’ Thinking such thoughts we get away from 
prayer into other things that will hold us and involve us till the prayer of 
the day comes to naught.” - Martin Luther

2. Pray your schedule

“During those days He went out to the mountain to pray and spent all 
night in prayer to God. When daylight came, He summoned His  
disciples, and He chose 12 of them—He also named them apostles.”  
Luke 6:12-13 (HSCB)

“Then they prayed, ‘You, Lord, know the hearts of all; show which of these 
two You have chosen to take the place in this apostolic service that Judas 
left to go to his own place.’” Acts 1:24-25 (HSCB)

“I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer.”  
- Martin Luther

3. Pray, Pray, and Pray again

“And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. 
Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door 
will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who 
seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.” 
Luke 11:9-10 (NLT)

“Then He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and 
began to pray, ‘Father, if You are willing, take this cup away from Me—
nevertheless, not My will, but Yours, be done.’”
Luke 22:41-42 (HSCB)

“Now this is the confidence we have before Him: Whenever we ask  
anything according to His will, He hears us.” 1 John 5:14 (HSCB)

Pray with hands open, knowing God can do it, believing He will do it, yet 
not my will, but His will be done.

All scripture is from the New International Version unless otherwise noted.


