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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

We’ve come to the end of another year. The week between Christmas and New Year’s Day is 
tradi�onally a week of transi�on—of reflec�on on how the year went, and an�cipa�on of what the 
future holds. Whenever we look back, there is generally a mix of good and bad intermingling in our lives. 
The beginning of the year is a great opportunity to not only iden�fy accomplishments in our lives over 
the past year, but also to iden�fy areas in which we fell short of our Chris�an standard, Jesus. We may 
feel defeated and unsure of what to do to avoid a repeat in the coming year. But there is great news 
about how to move into the new year with confidence. The wisdom God imparts to us in the book of Job 
11:14-18 comes to mind—to paraphrase: If wrongdoing is in your hand, kick it out—do not allow it to 
live in your home. Then you can show your face with confidence and establish a reputa�on that you live 
on the side of good instead of evil. Trouble would be removed like water passing in a river. You would 
shine goodness and God’s righteousness into a dark world—just as the morning sun ex�nguishes 
darkness at daybreak. Then you would trust, because there is hope; and as you consider your world, 
having done this, you will rest securely.  

Our prayer is that you would strive each day of the coming year to remove any wrongdoing in 
your life and embrace the hope we have in Him for our security. We can be securely saved, but s�ll 
choose to live outside the hope our obedience to God offers us. This is hard to do, but that is no reason 
to give up. The Apostle Paul told the church at Philippi, “Brothers and sisters, I do not regard myself as 
having taken hold of it yet: but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what 
lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 
3:13-14 NASB). Let’s encourage each other to always, with God’s help, stand strong in our Chris�an faith 
throughout 2023. 

Throughout 2022 CCMI (Cross Chapel Ministries, Inc.) has been filled with awe at how God has 
woven the year together, and we are filled with abundant hope moving into 2023. The accomplishments 
of 2022 truly display the hand of a merciful God who loves his children. The journey was even�ul and 
called upon our blind faith regularly; but blessings were abundant as we endeavored to follow His 
direc�on through each opportunity and obstacle. “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. You crown 
the year with Your goodness, and Your paths drip with abundance” (Proverbs 3:6-7; Psalms 65:11 NKJV).  

We moved our family and ministry to Forest Virginia in April of 2022 and have been busy 
readying and rese�ng things personally and professionally. This was an unexpected move, but one we 
saw, and s�ll see, the hand of God direc�ng. In his own �ming, one step at a �me was revealed and 
provided for. This was some�mes a bit frightening at first, but that ‘peace that surpasses all 
understanding’ quickly ushered in calm and security when we put our trust in His leadership.  

So, where has our journey taken us in ministry over the past year? For us, this is the exci�ng 
part—the missions CCMI has been able to extend thanks to the gi�s of our partners and the grace of a 
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loving Father above. We’ve placed each area in bullet-points for ease of reading, but they are not 
organized in any order. The excep�on is the one I begin with: 

 One of the dearest missions to us is the support of seven children, all boys, through Compassion 
Interna�onal. Our history with this ministry goes back several years. Taking up this mission provides 
a way for CCMI contributors to collec�vely par�cipate in something they may not otherwise be able 
to do. This fact, along with the dire need of children in poverty worldwide, made choosing this 
mission an easy decision. We have added children as our funds have allowed. Our aim is to add at 
least seven girls to our support por�olio in 2023. Please join us in prayer for our current sponsored 
children, and for God’s direc�on on when and who to add to our beneficiaries as funds become 
available. To see and learn about our sponsored children, visit our webpage at 
htps://crosschapel.org/ministries/compassion-interna�onal 

 

 CCMI produced online Bible and insight materials, both writen and video, which posted to our 
social media and websites. Onsite teaching ministry included Bible study and worship in 
Selbyville Delaware.  
 

 CCMI maintained two social media pages with regular posts, both shared and original, to a 
healthy subscriber list of almost 1,700. The past 28-day site metrics shows 1,671 followers, 5,602 
post reach, 1,216 post engagement, 6 new followers, 907 reac�ons, 42 comments, 113 shares, 
27 photo views, 90 link clicks, and 0 unfollows. These are healthy metrics and show growth 
month over month. 
 

 CCMI furnished an apartment for a needy nursing student in Oceanview Delaware. Items 
included a dining set, kitchen hutch, dresser, two nightstands, bedframe, recliner, microwave, an 
assortment of kitchen utensils for cooking and ea�ng, some tools, and clothing. 
 

 CCMI donated a Weider Home Gym to a group of high school boys in need of one in Georgetown 
Delaware. 
 

 CCMI donated home health items (bedside toilet, walker, extenders, etc.) to a local church. 
 

 CMMI assisted with deficient rent for two individuals, one in Lynchburg and another in Rustburg 
Virginia. These were not the total payments, but a cover for shor�all due to life events un�l their 
finances improved. 
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 CCMI purchased several household items from the registry of a children in crisis home in 
Lynchburg Virginia. The Isaiah 117 House provides physical and emo�onal support in a safe and 
loving home for children awai�ng foster care placement. This serves in the place of wai�ng 
around a police or fire sta�on, hospital, DFACS, etc. We purchased: 2 lamps, 4 pillow covers, 1 
twin matress protector, 4 throw pillows, a set of shower curtain rings, 3 ar�ficial plants, 1 TV 
wall mount, 1 non-slip entry floor runner. We hope to be able to provide food staples on a 
con�nuing basis moving forward. 
 

 CCMI distributes the Gospel of John from The Pocket Testament League at sites in Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. We leave them for servers when we eat out and any other 
places we are around people. If you would like to par�cipate in this directly, I can set you up to 
receive booklets (2.5”x3.5”). 
 

 CCMI has comped several meals for strangers (single diners, couples, and families), and added 
supersized gratuity for servers throughout the year. Kenny and Katy are trained to teach Sam 
Nunn’s Every Believer a Witness. One of the examples Nunn gives is to, when ea�ng out, ask 
your server for their name and tell them that you “are going to bless our food before we eat, and 
we always pray for our server… Is there anything we can pray especially for you?” This may 
sound mundane, but it has been a powerful prac�ce that o�en produces tears (theirs and ours) 
and a lot of stories about struggles as well as God’s blessings.  

 
 CCMI has engaged in quite a bit of pastoral and informal unpaid spiritual counseling and life 

coaching in Delaware and Virginia. This has been accomplished by Katy for the most part, 
although we together gave assistance at �mes.  
 

 CCMI gave a 12-year-old girl suffering from MS a power wheelchair in October. She lives with her 
family on a farm in Bedford Virginia. 
 

 Katy completed her Master of Human Services Counseling—Crisis and Trauma degree in May. 
(Her undergraduate is a Bachelor of Science Interdisciplinary Studies—Counseling and 
Religion). She is currently teaching culinary and cooking classes at a Chris�an Academy part-�me 
and will be launching CCMI’s Divine Embrace spiritual counseling/life-coaching ministry in early 
2023. htps://crosschapel.org/ministries/divine-embrace--4  
 

 Kenny built a website for CCMI and manages the content across the website and social media 
posts, to include wri�ng blogs and making videos—though the videography and blogs have 
waned of late due to our move and health (subject for another leter). Kenny now has his home 
office/study put back together and will be relaunching these ac�vi�es soon. He has also been 
working on a book for publishing… details soon! 
 

In February of 2022 Cross Chapel Ministries incorporated as a 501c3. Please pray for us as we 
prayerfully organize a board of directors over the coming year. Pray for a board full of people with a 
heart for our Lord, Jesus. Pray as we plan for the coming year. Pray as we seek funds for the ministry. 
Pray for Kenny’s health and healing to con�nue improving. Pray that CCMI would always defer to God’s 
wisdom, seek His guidance, live in His grace, and experience His peace in all things.   

To all who have helped support Cross Chapel Ministries, Inc. over the past year(s), thank you. Your 
commitment, faithfulness, and generosity have been used to further God’s Kingdom and served as an 
encouragement to us. As we setle in for another year, we hope you will consider, or con�nue suppor�ng 
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CCMI, and that you will share this opportunity to par�cipate in our mission with others you may know or 
influence. May God’s richest blessings find you throughout the coming year.  

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.—Now to him who is able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. Num. 6:24-26; Eph. 3:20-21 
 

Kenny & Katy Smith  
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