
 
WE GATHER TO WORSHIP THE GOD OF 

PEACE, HOPE, AND LIGHT 
 
Word of Welcome 
 

Opening Blessing 

One: God of mercy and love, we gather this day as hurting people, 
bringing our pain, our sorrow, our doubt, and our confusion 
to this safe space, where you meet us in darkness. Thank you 
for the gift of freedom as we seek your presence and our 
peace.  Give us now your grace. 

 

All:  Into the compassionate womb of your love, we bring our 
deepest needs, our strongest hopes, and our greatest fears. 
Give us tears that we might cry out to you. Give us words, so 
that we might say what is most on our hearts. Give us 
courage, so that we will always seek the healing that is 
available, and may wisdom, justice, and compassion be the 
fruit of this moment.  

 

Prayer of Adoration 
 

Psalm Reading  Psalm 34:17-18, NRSV 
When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears and rescues 
them from all their troubles. The Lord is near to the 
brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.  

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:1-2, NRSV 
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me because the Lord has 
anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the 
oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives and release to the prisoners, to proclaim the year 
of the Lord's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to 
comfort all who mourn. 

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 5:3-5, NRSV 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 

 
Litany of Remembrance 
Today, we light four candles in remembrance of our loved ones.  We 
light these candles for our own needs.  We light one for grief, one for 
courage, and one for our love. 
 

This candle represents our grief.  We own the pain of losing our 
loved ones, of dreams that go unfulfilled, of hopes that 
evaporate in despair.  
 

This candle represents our courage.  It symbolizes the courage 
to confront our sorrow, to comfort each other, and to dare to 
hope in the midst of pain. 
 

This candle represents our love.  It symbolizes the love we have 
given and the love we have received, the love that has gone 
unacknowledged and unfelt, and the love that has been shared 
in times of joy and sorrow.  
 

We invite you to come forward and light a candle to honor a person 
or memory.  Please feel free to speak the name or event out loud or 
to silently hold it within your heart.  

 

Holy Communion    God’s table is open to all. Hymnal pp. 7-11 
 

After all have partaken, the pastors will open the space for a short 
time of prayer.  If you would like to be prayed for and/or receive an 
anointing with holy oil, please approach one of the pastors.  
 

Gospel Reading     John 1:3b-5, NRSV 
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.  

 

Prayer of Assurance (in unison) 
Comforting God, wrap us in your presence.  With these 
candles, help us find your light, a light that will guide us in 
these coming days.  We cherish the special ways in which our 
loved ones have cared for us.  We thank you for the gift of 
their lives.  Now, Lord, comfort us.  Encourage us.  Empower 
us.  You are our Savior, our Messiah, our Emmanuel, God With 
Us.  Amen.  



 
Hymn  Silent Night, Holy Night        239 
 
Closing Blessing (in unison) 

May the God of Hope fill us all with joy and faith in the power 
of the Spirit, so that we may know hope that is not just for 
someday, but for this day. Hope is not made of wishes but of 
substance, with a beating heart and breath. Hope calls us by 
name not someday, but this day, every day, again and again. 
We will go in peace, filled with hope. Amen.  
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Eastern, Olivet, and St. John UMCs 
Rejoicing in Jesus - Growing our Faith - Passing it On! 

 

Pastors:  Rev. Brenda Mcilwain and Rev. Alex Thomas 
 

 

A Service of Peace, Hope, and Light 
  

 
 

Sunday, December 18, 2022 ~ 2:00 PM 
 

I Will Light Candles This Christmas 

by Howard Thurman 
 

Candles of joy, despite all sadness, 

 candles of hope where despair keeps watch. 

Candles of courage for fears ever present, 

 candles of peace for tempest-tossed days, 

 candles of grace to ease heavy burdens, 

 candles of love to inspire all my living, 

 candles that will burn all the year long. 
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