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A Word from the Pastors 
 

 

“10Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” Luke 2:10-11 

 
 The Angel announces the birth of the Christ Child, and for all people, it is truly good news of great 
 joy. God has come down to us in Christ Jesus, the Lord. This is reason to celebrate and it is why we 
 spend the Advent Season praying for our Lord to come again once and for all.  
 
Advent Lutheran Church is such a wonderful and  blessed congregation along with Advent’s staff, that we 
wanted to take a moment and thank all of you who helped make this Advent and Christmas season so spe-

cial, especially in unusual circumstances!  
 

•  First we give all thanks and glory and honor to God for the many blessings we have here at Advent 
 Lutheran Church. We thank our God for calling us to be your pastors here in this place. You, the 
people of God at Advent, have gone above and beyond in sharing the love of God with us personally 
through all of the cards, emails, texts, calls, food, and most importantly, your prayers. Your love and 
support has truly carried us through one of the most difficult times in our lives. Thank you all!  

 

• Thank you Melinda for your hard work this Advent/Christmas Season. We thank you for sharing 
your gift of music with us at Advent and for all your work with the choir, special Christmas Instru-
mental music, your work with the preservice Christmas Eve music, and also the beautiful music 
Christmas day. Glory to God in the highest!  

 

• Thank you to all of you who serve on the Altar Guild throughout the year. Thank you Dr. Tara 
Schafer for serving as the Altar Guild chairperson and for your care, attention to detail, and the extra 
work you so willingly do to help anyone who needs it, especially us! Each of our altar guild mem-
bers give generously of their time behind the scenes. We thank you all for the ways the Altar Guild 
sets up and prepares the worship space each and every week, and for special worship times. We 
thank you for the care and reverence that is displayed as you clean up after each worship service and 
clean and care for the worship area.   

 

• Thank you to the choir for your sharing your gift of music. Thank you for all the practices you at-
tend week in and week out, and especially the extra practices this past month. Your work and dedi-
cation is truly inspiring and lifts our worship to God!   

 

• Thank you to all those who help to lead worship. A special thank you to all who serve as greeters,  
 acolytes, crucifers, ushers, lectors, assisting ministers, and counters. Your dedication and use of your 

gifts each and every week help the whole church to give glory to God.  
 

• Thank you Heather Herrmann, Lynn Reed, Kristina Fischer, and Melinda East for all you did with 
the children’s Christmas pageant and youth ministry this year, and especially at Christmas. The pag-
eant was truly a fun time to watch the youth remind us of what is important each Christmas season, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Thank you for all of your leadership. 

 

• Thank you to our congregational council members, Heather Herrmann, Lynn Reed, Carolyn Tef-
feteller, Dr. Phil Hanes, Dr. Tim Sadenwasser, & Joan Kruscavage. You continue to lead in such 
faithful and faith-filled ways. We are beyond blessed to have members who have answered God’s 
call to be leaders in the Church and to serve with such servant hearts.  

 
 

 



 
 

• Thank you to Gina Hammock for leading the Service Ministry and for all the service opportunities we 
participated in this year including the Angel Tree and Holiday Breakfast Baskets and many food dona-
tions to GAP Ministries. Thank you Nancy Tokarska for your work with the Hats, Gloves, and Socks 
for persons in need at GAP. Thank you Kath and Mike Gamlen for all your work with the Little Free 
Pantry and for faithfully keeping it stocked each week. The efforts of the service ministry at Advent 
blesses many throughout the year.   

 

• Thank you to all who helped beatify the sanctuary for Christmas. We know how much work it is, and 
we are so grateful for this gift. It was absolutely gorgeous! Thank you to everyone who brought dishes 
to share throughout this year for the various Potlucks, and thank you to Lynn Reed and Joan Krusca-
vage for all your work with the Fellowship Ministry. Joan you blessed this congregation so richly by 
decorating the fellowship hall with all your personal Christmas décor, it was beautiful! Lynn, you sin-
gle handedly have put together the coffee service at the church week in and week out this past year. 
Thank you! 

 

• Thank you Property Ministry for all you do to keep the grounds of Advent so beautiful. Thank you 
Mike Gamlen for organizing the projects over this past year. Advent is blessed to have such gifted 
caretakers. 

 

• Thank you Steve and Debbie Merzlak for all you do at Advent, but especially as Advent’s Financial 
Secretaries. Your work is often done behind the scenes and there is always so much to do at the end of 
each year. Thank you for all the ways you are faithful stewards of what God has blessed us with at Ad-
vent.  

 

• Thank you for the many special personal gifts and the congregational monetary Christmas gift this 
year. We are always humbled by your love, generosity, and support.  

 

• And THANK YOU again people of God at Advent. Your continued dedication and faithfulness to this 
Church really shines through each week and your love for God is displayed in abundance .  

 
 We know that God IS at work at Advent. Each time we gather together for  
 worship or fellowship or any gathering it feels like home for we are surrounded by family. We  
 look forward to a blessed 2023.  
 
 In Christ’s love,  
 
 Pastor Jason and Pastor Andrea 



Dear Advent Family, 

 
Many of you know this holiday season, since early November, has been a time of 

crisis for our family.  We won’t go into all the details again, but it really has been 

an extremely exhaustive and difficult time .  As we type this right now, Pastor An-

drea and I would have been preparing to leave to go on a special continuing edu-

cation trip to Israel, for two weeks, with Bishop Strickland and the Synod. We 

cancelled our plans to go on this trip for continued family struggles.  There is 

great grief not being able to go, but we feel this was the right decision to stay in 

the country at the present time.  

 
We made it through the Advent and Christmas season with the help of God and 

from you all, the people of God at Advent, and for that, we are forever grateful! 

July 2024 will be 20 years of ordained ministry for us. This April 2023, we will cel-

ebrate 10 years of ordained ministry here at Advent.  During these nearly two 

decades, we have never taken a sabbatical.  It is strongly encouraged by the Bish-

op’s office and the greater church that clergy take a three month sabbatical every 

7 years. We had planned, with the help and encouragement of the council, to take 

a sabbatical in 2020, however, with the pandemic, it was not possible.  After this 

season of difficulties Pastor Justin Eller,  Assistant to the Bishop for the Southeast-

ern Synod, reached out to us right before Christmas with prayers, support, and a 

gift of time. You can read the Synod’s letter on the next page of this newsletter.  

 
What this means for us is that after Sunday,  January 1st, we will be taking the 

Synod’s gift of time away through January 16th. Pastor David Hendrix will be lead-

ing worship at Advent, January 8th and 15th.  Heather Herrmann,  Advent’s amaz-

ing and gifted Council President will be our contact person. If there is a pastoral 

emergency, Pastor David Hendrix will be available or Pastor David Hunter at Res-

urrection, downtown Augusta.  We are hoping some time away will continue our 

road to recovery physically, mentally and spiritually. We know you all are in good 

hands and we look forward to coming back renewed for Ministry Night on Janu-

ary 17th and to continue the ministry to which God has called us to at Advent.  

We want to thank the Synod for their concern and love for us with this  gener-

ous gift, and to the Council and Congregation for their love and support.   

 

In Christ’s love,  Pastor Jason and Pastor Andrea 

 





      January Worship Schedule  

 
Sunday, January 1st 

Christmas Lessons and Carols 
New Year’s Day Blessing  

9:30am Worship with Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, January 8th 
Baptism of Our Lord 

Guest Pastor: Rev. David Hendrix 

9:30am Worship with Holy Communion  
 

Sunday, January 15th 
Second Sunday After The Epiphany 
Guest Pastor: Rev. David Hendrix 

9:30am Worship with Holy Communion  
 

Sunday, January 22nd 
Third Sunday After The Epiphany 

9:30am Worship with Holy Communion  

10:45am Sunday School & 11am Confirmation Class  
 

Sunday, January 29th 
Fourth Sunday After The Epiphany 

9:30am Worship with Holy Communion  

10:45am Sunday School & 11am Confirmation Class  



 MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

The Advent/Christmas Season was wonderful! 

 
I want to thank EVERYONE especially those who helped with the music: the choir, 

soloists, and special instrumental music. 

 

Thanks to Heather and all who participated in the wonderful Christmas Program! 

 
We had a wonderful Christmas Eve, thanks to our choir, special preservice music 

and our guest musicians: Laurin McCoy (Tuba), Asher Wilkof (Trombone), Vashauna 

Murray (French Horn), Lauren Cawthon (Trumpet), & Aiden Leonard (Trumpet)  

 
Many of our soloists and duet singers sang in the Pre-Service Music.: Lyla Fischer, 

Aaron Johnson,  Pam Tipler,  Violet and Heather Herrmann. 

 
I’m looking forward to a great spring season. Choir practice begins again on 

Wednesday, January 11th. It will be on Wednesday from 7-8pm.  We would love to 

welcome any and all who would like to participate in the music ministry at Advent. 

 

Blessings! 

Melinda East 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angel Tree, Youth Service Event/Party, Christmas Lights Event & 

Christmas Program 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

January GAP Donations –
Peanut Butter or Alternatives!

• Please place items in the box in the 
narthex! 

• Great Peanut Butter Alternatives 
(Sunflower Seed Butter or Soy Butter): 

 

ADVENT BOOK CLUB 2023 
Meetings are on the 4th Monday of the month at 11am unless otherwise noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Monday,  January 23rd at 11am  

in the Adult Sunday School Room as we meet to  

discuss the book,  “Ten Thousand Doors of January” by Alix E. Harrow 

The Discussion Leader for January will be  

Pat Grim.  All are welcome! 



Help Keep the  

Little Free Pantry 
Stocked 

 
Donations are always welcomed.  Please place items 
on the table in the hallway near the fellowship hall. 

 
Here are some suggestions but feel free to bring any-

thing you think people might need or would 
appreciate. 

 
 

Canned protein items such as fish or chicken 
Soup packets or cans 
Fruit (dried, canned or small cups) 
Vegetables 
Snack items (granola bars, fruit bars, protein 

bars) 
Drinks (juice boxes, bottled water, powdered 

mixes) 
Dried potato mixes 
Pasta and pasta mixes including those with protein  
Small packets of pancake mix, syrup 
Peanut butter 
Jelly 
Crackers 
Cereal (small boxes or packets) 
Baby food 
Diapers and wipes  
Oral health items—toothbrush, toothpaste, dental floss, etc 
Personal hygiene products—toilet paper, soap, deodorant, etc. 
Feminine hygiene products 
 
Thank you Kath Gamlen for overseeing the Little Free Pantry. Thank you for continuous-

ly checking on the pantry and making sure it is stocked throughout the week.  



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
1 
Lessons and Car-

ols/New Year 
Worship & Holy 

Communion  

9:30am 

2 
 

AA 8-9am 

3 
 

AA 8-9am 

4 
 

AA 8-9am 
 

5 
 

AA 8-9am 

6 
 

AA 8-9am 

7 

 

9am Property 

8 

Baptism of our 
Lord 

Worship & Holy 

Communion  

9:30am 

Guest Pastor 

9 

 

AA 8-9am 

10 

 

AA 8-9am 

11 

 

AA 8-9am 
 

Choir Practice 

7pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 

 

AA 8-9am 

13 
 

AA 8-9am 

14 
 

 

15 
Worship & Holy 

Communion  

9:30am 

Guest Pastor 

 
MLK Service in 

ATL/Streaming 

4pm 

16  

 

AA 8-9am 

17 
 

AA 8-9am 

 

Ministry Night 

6:30pm 

18 
 

AA 8-9am 
 

Choir Practice 

7pm 

19 

 

AA 8-9am 

20 

  

AA 8-9am 

21 

 

22 

Worship & Holy 

Communion  

9:30am 
Sunday School 

10:45am & Con-

firmation 11am 

 

23 

 

AA 8-9am 

 
Book Group 

11am 

 

 

24 

 

AA 8-9am 

 
Church 

Council 6pm 

25 

 

AA 8-9am 
 

Choir Practice 

7pm 

26 

 

AA 8-9am 

27 

 

AA 8-9am 

28 

 

29   

Worship & Holy 

Communion  

Worship 

9:30am 
Sunday School 

10:45am & Con-

firmation 11am 

30 
 

AA 8-9am 

31  
 

AA 8-9am 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BIBLE STUDY  
 

This past March, the Tuesday and Thursday Bible 
Study began a new Bible Study, called the Bible 
Year. The Bible Study has taken a brief hiatus, but 
will start back in February. An email will go out 
with the agenda by 2/3/23.  
 
The Bible Study will resume  
Tuesday, February 7th at 10am and Thursday, 
February 9th at 6:30pm.  
 
Bring your Bible and your Bible Year book to help 
us grow together in our study of the Scriptures. If 
you need a Bible Year Book, would like to be add-
ed to the email, or need more information, please 
contact PA at pastorandrealp@gmail.com   

We are delighted to gather at Redeemer Lutheran Church in ATL on Sun-
day, January 15, 2023, at 4pm Eastern for the Bishop's Commemorative 

Martin Luther King Jr. Worship service.  



 

Happy Anniversary 
 
1/3     Jared & Kristina Fischer 
1/6     Pastors Jason & Andrea 
 Peterson 
1/7     Karin & David Krog 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

1/2 Megan Tokarska 
1/2  Greg Van Bladel 
1/4 Irmgard Crowder 
1/9  Carolyn Teffeteller 
1/11 Carol Billings 
1/13 Dean Summers 
1/15  Pastor Fred Fiedler 
1/16  Jim Barton 
1/16 Barbara Williams 
1/18 Brent Billings 
1/19 Erin Taylor 
1/20 Robert Pendergrast 
1/21 Kath Gamlen 
1/23 Joey Tupper 
1/24 Diane Aizcorbe 
1/24 Kateri Engelin 
1/26 Linda Jaath 
1/12  Anita Fiedler 
1/27 Gary Agenbroad 
1/27 Hilda Sullivan 
1/30 Jim Heaney 
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