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               I came across an old Gaelic saying, ‘God strikes straight blows with crooked sticks.’ As inadequate as we are, 
God is eager to use us to help others change. As human beings, we cannot walk through life on our own. We need 
rescue, healing and forgiveness. In short, we need God. We need the good news, the news of the King who came at 
Christmas. This alone is our personal hope and the basis of our ministry to others. 

The good news of the Kingdom is not freedom from the hardships, struggles and the suffering of life. It is the 
news of a Redeemer who has come to rescue me from myself. His rescue produces change that fundamentally alters 
my response to the inescapable realities of life. In Him we can face life and respond with hope, faith and love. And as 
He changes us, He allows us to be part of what he’s doing in the lives of others. This is the source of real joy, when 
we can be used of God for change in others, for His glory. 

Thank you for standing with us in prayer as we serve the Lord who uses ‘crooked sticks’ for His purposes in 
the growth of His Kingdom here in Belgium. 

 
I’ve mentioned several times in past letters about the influence of Postmodernism on everyday life in 

Europe. Postmodernism is the term used by sociologists and others to describe a way of thinking that has become 
very pervasive in the Western world over the last generation. You may believe what you want to. Go for what makes 
you feel good. Religion is cafeteria style. You choose what you like from what is spread in front of you, and put a 
meal together that suits your taste. All moral values are relative. The important question is not ‘Is it right?’ but ‘What 
will it do for me?’ We’d appreciate your prayers for wisdom as we witness of the truth of the Gospel in this ‘sea of 
relativism’. Not only in evangelism do we value your prayers – we see the strong influence of this philosophy 
creeping into the thinking of many Christians! We want to take the advice that Paul gave to Timothy in 2 Tim. 4, 
‘preach the Word, in and out of season, rebuke, exhort with…sound doctrine.’ 

 
We have written several times of our burden for preserving and building up Christian marriages and families 

– a sociologist from Ghent (Piet Bracke), wrote of the ravage that divorce leaves in it’s wake,  
“Even though divorce has become as much an ‘institution’ in our society as marriage, we cannot turn a blind eye to 
the effects, especially on children. In my research among the adults who experienced the divorce of their parents 
when they were children, I found the emotional consequences to be devastating. Most carry the emotional scars till 
well beyond middle age.”  
Paul’s words in Ephesians 5 are not just words of advice for married couples – a giant thread runs throughout 
scripture comparing God’s relationship with His people with the institution of marriage. Please continue to pray for 
this ‘investment’ in the building up of families and couples, and for wisdom an insight in pastoral counselling.  

 Thank you for your continued prayer for youth work. A couple of weeks ago we had another retreat and 65 
teens attended. Our son-in-law, Jesse and our daughter Anna have taken over the leadership of these weekends. 
Joanna takes care of the food and I’m there for support and teaching. Our theme was ‘Eat the Word’. Jesus said in 
John 6:63: “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have spoken to you are spirit 
and are life.” In a youth culture dominated by social media where reading has become a rare pastime, it’s a 
challenge to get teens to read the Bible. Please pray for a renewed interest in the written Word of God amongst 
young people.  

                We have two baptisms planned for January – for 3 believers in Houthalen and one in Zwartberg. We’ve seen 
growth in numbers in both these churches.  

               We would like to ask for your prayers for our daughter Stephanie. After the last two years of surgeries and 
rehabilitation she continues to struggle. She has been seeing a neurologist and is in the process of injections in her 
head and spine for what is called occipital neuralgia. She has continual pain in her head and has not been able to 
work. Her last injection will be at the end of this month and we are hoping and praying for healing.  



We are so thankful for the Lord’s continued work in our family, here and in Canada. In October we were so thankful 
to watch as our oldest grandson Caleb chose in obedience to be baptized. 

 Thank you for your prayers for my, Peter’s recovery. The knee is doing well and my cardiologist is pleased with my 
heart and lung function. I am now also off the blood thinners.  

      As we head towards 2023, our desire is to live our lives humbly, following His example, loving others, doing that 
which pleases Him and living with the hope of an eternity with Him. This is our prayer for ourselves and also for you!! 
Thank you for your support, encouragement and faithful friendship. 

In Christ, 

Peter and Joanna Gifford 

 
 


