
Dear Friends in Christ,  

Can you feel it?  Has it affected you?  Are you having to deal with it or is your 
neighbor?  You might ask, “Pastor what are you talking about? What is ‘it’?”  “It” is 
Stress, and we might as we’ll get it out there: we are all stressed at one time or an-
other.  And Christmas time can bring on more with shopping, cooking, entertaining 
guest all coming at us.  I found this definition of stress online:  “Stress can be de-
fined as any type of change that causes physical, emotional or psychological 
strain.  

Stress is your body's response to anything that requires attention or action. Every-
one experiences stress to some degree. The way you respond to stress, however, 
make a big difference to your overall well-being.”  

Yes many have been affected by changes in their lives beyond their control.  But 
what about those who were not directly affected by these changes?  I don’t think it 
matters; because we care for each other, we also carry each others burdens.   How 
are we dealing with the stress, or is the stress the thing that is in control?    

We have been taught, “Love the Lord you God with all your heart soul and mind…
and love your neighbor as yourself.”  Christmas can bring with it extra stress be-
cause of unrealistic expectations.  This year, let’s lower the expectations and just 
love our neighbor,  care for them, speak well of them, and do no harm,.  Jesus came 
into this world and many did not know Him.  They had other expectations, expecta-
tions that never came to be.  He wasn’t the conquering King the people expected; Je-
sus came into the world humbled and lowly. And we should look to the Word of 
God to reduce our stress levels.  Find peace in the arms of Jesus.  And we give glory 
to God receiving the Good News with glad hearts.  

Luke 2:14  “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with 
whom he is pleased!”  

God intends Jesus’ birth to be Gospel for all humanity; unfortunately, many will re-
ject him, and so peace will not come to all, only to those who receive the news of the 
Child’s birth in faith. These are the “men of his favor,” those on whom God’s favor 
rests. Luke will shortly provide another example of those who receive God’s favor 
and are granted peace through the child: Simeon departs in “peace” (2:29), recogniz-
ing that the child brings heavenly “glory” to God’s people Israel (2:32). 

Merry Christmas and Gods peace found in Jesus. 

Pastor Karl 
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News and Updates 

  We will delivering our food baskets to Buckingham Ex-

ceptional School on December  5th. Thanks you to all 

those who helped and donated to this year’s effort  

Paul Rugenstein 

Evangelism committee wishes to thank Betty Willis and others, especially Joann 
Erdman and Sandy Grage for taking charge and doing such a great job with Oper-
ation Christmas Child this year.  Included with each box is a message about Jesus.  
We know how important these gifts are in spreading the Good News.  I am grate-

ful for all your help and everyone’s participation. 

Terri  Gerlach 

 We welcome back all our Northern friends to warmer weather, wor-
ship, and Bible studies. If you have not yet checked out a Bible study, we 
encourage you to do so.  
There are 3 young new acolytes that came into practice and are now 

there to serve their Lord. Please encourage them when you see them.  
The youth group met in Nov. We had 9 youth present. They did a Bible study paper with Pas-
tor, created a Christmas wreath, and had a snowball fight. Yes, I said a snowball fight! Those 
kids have lots of energy!  
A reminder that the books up front in the fellowship hall help to support the youth in our 
church. Check them out. They are only $1 for hard cover books and $.50 for paperbacks. 
Merry Christmas and yearn to learn. 
Sandy 

LWML will have its first fall meet-

ing on November 7th at 1PM.  All 

ladies are invited to attend.   

Pam Rugenstein 

Our thanks to everyone 
who donated to Opera-

tion Christmas Child for items, boxes and 
postage to fill 103 boxes this year. When 
ordering on Amazon, sign in to amazon 
smile, for Bethlehem Lutheran Church to 
order your items. Our church can receive 
money when this is used, instead of regular 
amazon.  
Betty Willis 

 We thank the LCMS Disaster Team who visited Bethlehem and cleared 

the remaining damaged tree limbs and staked a palm tree.  See the pho-

tos below.  Jeff Kirsch 
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May God Bless Each One of You As  
We Celebrate Your Special Day! 
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  DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS   DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

3 Janet Cessna; Melvin Smith  14 Nancy & William Weyl  

10 Jean Rousch 29 Jean & John Rousch  

12 Ryan Kirsch; Gale Smith    

18 Dennis Hartman    

24 Judy Young      

26 Audrey Vine      

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 2 3 

4 

10:30 Worship 

11:30 Bible Study; 

 &  Sunday School 
Pack Food  

Baskets 

5 

 

LWML 1PM 

6 7 

6:00 Soup & Sand. 

7:00 Advent Service 

8 

HAM  DINNER 

4-7 PM 

9 10 

11 

10:30 Worship 

11:30 Bible Study; 

 &  Sunday School 

12 13 14 

6:00 Soup & Sand. 

7:00 Advent Service 

15 16 17 

18 

10:30 Worship 

11:30 Bible Study; 

 &  Sunday School 

19 20 21 

 

10:30 Bible Study    

22 23 24 

7:00 PM 

Candlelight Service 

25 

CHRISTMAS 

 

10:30 Worship 

26 27 28 

 

10:30 Bible Study    

29 30 31 

December 2022 
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Sunday Worship 

10:30 AM    Worship Service 
 

Rev. Karl Glander 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 

239-293-1489                            

Organist: Holly Bell 

Church Secretary: Linda Kirsch 

        Prayer Chain Needs 

 Do you know that Bethlehem has a  prayer chain that 

prays for the sick, dying and hurting needs of our 

church family?                                                    

Call or email Linda at (239) 693-5026 or    

jlkirsch3@comcast.net                                                         

Your needs will be taken to the Lord!  Ushers Needed 

Looking for a great way to connect 

with members of the Bethlehem con-

gregation?  Consider being an usher 

for our Sunday services.  You will 

greet everyone entering the church, 

give them a bulletin, and show them  

where to pick up their communion 

kit.   

Sign up on the sheet in the fellowship 

hall or contact Linda Kirsch  in the 

church office. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Phone: 239-694-3878 

Website:  www.bethlehemlutheranfortmyers.org            

Email: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

Pastor leads the November Youth Group meeting 


