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Dear Lord of Life,

But the Angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord.” Luke 2:10-11

This last Friday, like the shepherds, I received some amazing
news that I have not been able to stop sharing with the people
around me. Lord of Life started out the month of December
needing $68,000 in giving in order to end the year not in a
deficit. And typically every year we get some large donations at
the end of the year that help us make up for any deficit we
might be running for a given year. But this year it was larger
than it has been by quite some margin. Given the state of the
world with rising costs of living, and economic burdens
continually shifted on to the poor and middle class, I thought if
we could even get within $20,000 we would be so blessed. 

The members and community of Lord of Life are like these
shepherds as well in your beautiful and faithful response to the
looming challenge facing us. This community and its partners
were able not only reach my goal of closing the gap to a
$20,000 deficit but raised more than the $68,000 needed,
ending the year with a small surplus.  

This community believes in the mission of the Lord of Life - to
share God's love. I know this because what happened this last
month is unbelievable. $68,000 is a huge amount of money to
raise in one month for any size church. Beyond that, the money
didn’t come from any one person. There wasn’t some angel
investor, some life line from a wealthy person, there wasn’t
some large estate gift. This was the work of the community,
coming together, believing and working toward the need for a

faithful community that truly believes it
doesn’t matter what who you are, what
you have done or has been done to you,
whether you are able to help physically or
monetarily, you are a beloved child of God
and have a place at God’s table in God’s
coming kingdom. 

This love and grace we are committed to is
found in the story of the shepherds. The
angel's message was not just for the
shepherds, but for all people. It was a
message of hope and redemption, a
message that still rings true today. God's
love is for all people, no matter who they
are or what they have done. God sent his
son, Jesus, to be the savior of the world, so
that through him, we might have eternal
life.

Thank you for your faithfulness in
responding to the needs of this
community. We are now in a great place to
start 2023, building and continuing in the
path that God is leading us. 

New Years Blessings, 
Pastor Adam



Help Undecorate the Church

The Santa Lucia Program was held on Sunday,
December 11, and it was a huge success thanks to
the great team effort of over 20 people. The
program, smorgasbord and fellowship were
delightful and heartwarming. We sold over 55
tickets. The event was attended by LoL members,
their families, friends, members of Loving Word and
others who saw the event advertised. With the
leftover food we prepared several doggie bags, too. 

Special thanks to:
Kristina Treibachs who portrayed Santa Lucia. 
Connie Allekian and Jan Treibachs who sang in

Swedish. 
Pastor Adam and Toni Blesy who facilitated the

program
Rosita Yao who played the piano during the

program.
Sherry Sejnost for recording and taking photos of

the event.  
 

The Santa Lucia Committee consisted of: Connie
Allekian, Toni Blesy, Bruce and Arlene Danielson,
Pastor Adam Dowd, Jim Eckwall, Carolyn Katt,
Debbie McNichols, Judy Padera, Sherry Sejnost,
Marilyn Sells, Caryl Shaer, Lee Ann Swanson, Bob
and Alice Tangora, Sue Tomaszek, and Jan and
Kristina Treibachs, Rosita Yao and Don Younker.
They devoted their time, talents, and contributions
making food, baking desserts, decorating the hall
and tree, and cleaning up.     

We netted a profit of $757 which will go to the
Ministry Fund. This was a fun thing to do to raise
money for Lord of Life’s Ministry Fund.  

Santa Lucia

We will be taking down the Christmas Trees
on Sunday, January 8th, after church. Come
join us. 

Interfaith Community Partners provides older
adults with safe, accompanied transportation
to medical appointments, therapy sessions,
and life-enhancing errands. They are based
out of LaGrange and have volunteers willing to
drive older adults to appointments at no cost
to clients, (but only ask for a small donation.) If
you are in need of this service or you know
anyone who could benefit from using their
services, please call them at 708-354-9328 or
visit their website at
www.InterfaithCommunity Partners.org. They
are willing to drive within a 25-mile radius but
do not go to any downtown Chicago locations.
You will need to call them in advance of an
appointment, and they ask your health-related
question, as to how you get around, do you
use a wheelchair, walker, are you sick or have
Covid related symptoms. 

 

 
Interfaith Community Partners



5 Gail C.
7 Joe S.
8 Arlene D.
9 Cor P.

14 Nancy S.
16 Mary O.
17 Elsy E.
29 Connie A.

Senior Spirits met on Thursday, December 15th,
and celebrated Christmas with a Gift Card
Exchange, a Christmas game and a very nice
potluck buffet.

We will meet on Thursday, January 19th, for a
puzzle party with prizes and our potluck buffet.

Thanks to everyone that came out each month
to support our Seniors group!

Everyone is welcome! If you have any questions
please call Marilynn at 630-927-9996.

Senior Spirits

In January, we will meet at Longhorn, 708
Janes Ave, Bolingbrook, on Tuesday, January
10th at 11:30 am. If you are interested in
attending, please RSVP to Elaine Sherman at
708-638-2642.

Lunch Bunch

Potluck and Bingo

On January 14th, from 2:00 pm to 3:45 pm, LoL has
a set time to volunteer at Feed My Starving
Children. We will be hand-packing rice, soy, dried
vegetables and a nutritionally complete blend of
vitamins and minerals into bags which are then
sealed, boxed, placed on pallets and shipped to
reach the neediest children around the world. We
can meet at the church and carpool together. You
can register online at http://www.fmsc.org/join-
group?joincode=3BXKM7 or you can sign up at
church or by calling the church office at 630-323-
3161.

Feed My Starving Children

January BirthdaysJoin us for a Potluck Dinner and Bingo on
January 13th, at 6:00 pm. Please bring a dish
to share. We will be having Sloppy Joes.

If you submit an annual report, please have it in the
church office by Sunday, January 15th. This will provide
time to create a draft copy for review prior to the
annual congregational meeting on Sunday, January
29th.

Annual Meeting
The Church Council would like to thank Sue
Tomaszek, Jan Treibachs and Connie
Allekian for their beautiful singing during
Holden Evening Prayer Services. 

http://www.fmsc.org/join-%20group?joincode=3BXKM7
http://www.fmsc.org/join-%20group?joincode=3BXKM7


Nominating Committee - The committee has not met yet but the members have been in
communication and have started to approach members of the church to consider being candidates
for the Council elections in January 2023.

Finance – November donations were weak. The $15,564 total is the third lowest November in the last
ten years, exceeding a very weak 2021 ($13,436) by $2,128 while trailing a good 2020 ($16,445) by $881.
November expenses ($17,727) were higher than 2021 by $22 and higher than 2020 by $2,570.
November operations generated a $2,163 deficit. The year-to-date deficit increased to $48,919 the
highest at the end of eleven months not only in the last ten years, but in the last 20 years by more
than $19,400. At the end of eleven months, 91.67% of the year, 88.1% of the budget was spent. Most
categories that exceeded 88.1% were highly seasonal. As in prior years the percent expended is
several percent lower than the completed portion of the year. Donations through November
recorded in Shepherd's Staff agree in total and by fund with the financial records. No pass-through
funds are overdrawn. Five on-line donations totaling $544 were received by the last counters report
date (11/28/22). There were no Thrivent donations (YTD there have been 3 Thrivent donations
totaling $222). The balance sheet remains strong. There is no long-term debt. Total assets have
decreased by $48,652 since 12/31/21. The decrease is due to the operational deficit and resurfacing
the parking lot. It should be noted that the exceptional deficit stems from reduced donations.
Compared to November of 2013 with a slightly lower year-to-date expense, donations are over
$28,000 less and the deficit over $33,000 higher. Without phenomenal donations during the next
few weeks for a December total of $68,000 (the highest December by $20,000 in the last 25 years),
Lord of Life will end 2022 with a substantial operational deficit. 

Property - The new water cooler has been received and is in storage. Work on removal of the old
cooler and installation of the new cooler will begin as soon as practical in 2023. Pastor has arranged
for the cleaning work to be performed by a local person as a community service project. The bench
made from recycled plastic bags has been received and assembled by Pastor Adam. It will be
installed by the playground as soon as a secure location is determined by the property committee.
The missing bolts for the toilet partition in the women’s toilet room off the Narthex have been
replaced. The natural gas supplier has been changed from Illinois Energy back to Nicor at a project
savings of approximately $900. Work on the audio/visual system in the Sanctuary continues. To date
the new ethernet line has been temporarily connected to the present location of the A/V desk at the
southeast side of the Sanctuary. The remaining work includes moving the A/V desk to its new
location and running the camera feeds to the desk. When completed we will have cameras located in
the northeast and southeast corners of the Sanctuary. 

Children and Hunger – On Saturday, December 17th, at 9:30, we will have volunteers putting
together the 8 bins that will be given to Mt. Carmel Church to give to the needy. Then around 2:00,
the bins will be delivered to the church for distribution to local families in need. We passed around
the clip boards for the last 3 Sundays with the list of food that is needed, and all the food needed has
been marked off. All of us on the committee are so blessed & thankful to the congregation for their
support and generosity. 

Committee Reports



Holden evening prayer is doing well. Good amount of people joining.
Advent wreath party was a fun event, and the wreaths were used for center pieces for St. Lucia. 
 We had about 12 people show up to decorate wreaths.
Christmas tree decoration went well.  Was an opportunity to decorate and be together.
Santa Lucia was a success, lots of people joined and even some from advertisement from the
Patch.
Bingo coming up again for next family event on January 13th at 6 pm.
Discussion about the state of finances
Annual Meeting - All reports for the annual report due by 1/15/2023 
Bench – We have gotten our bench and we can start donations for another bench.  Opportunity to
dedicate the bench with a plaque 
Nominating Committee – 5 seats to fill, Connie will stay on another year 
Bags for mats – Can utilize the bags to make mats for homeless people.  Judy and/or Jan to head it
up as a committee. 

Council Highlights

Pictures Throughout the Month



May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Romans 15:13



2022 Council Members
Sherry Sejnost - Council President, Evangelism, Reconciling in Christ

Arlene Danielson - Council Vice President, Finance
Stacie Plzak - Council Secretary

Connie Allekian -LCW, Nominating
Aimee Jimenez - Christian Education

Art Kardatzke - Property
Debbie McNichols - Hospitality

Judy Padera - Children and Hunger
Roberta Sejnost - Vision Team / Reconciling in Christ

Marilynn Sells - Worship and Music
Marla Suda - Christian Education

Jan Treiback - Stewardship
Pastor Adam - Social Ministry



January 2023


